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Executive Summary

The Walla Walla River basin frequently experiences water supply shortages due to historical over-appropriation
of water resources. Water supply has been insufficient to meet instream and out-of-stream needs, impacting
native salmonid populations and out-of-stream uses. The watershed straddles the border between
Washington and Oregon, overlaying two different state water rights management regimes, and making the
management of water supplies for both instream and out-of-stream use complex.

To address these issues, the Oregon Legislature passed Senate Bill 1567 in 2024 (Oregon Laws 2024, Chapter
22). This legislation authorized the Oregon Water Resources Department (Department) to develop new water
supply projects throughout the watershed and to manage project water supplies consistent with project
purposes. The legislation also directed the Department to study potential bi-state strategies for managing the
developed water in the Walla Walla River basin. The Department has identified four potential strategies for
interstate water resource management:

Option 1: Memorandum of Agreement (MOA): Develop a formal agreement with Washington to memorialize
shared goals and purpose and to document responsibilities for each state.

Option 2: Mutual bi-state legislation: Pass mutual legislation in both the Oregon and Washington legislatures
to define individual state roles and responsibilities in statute.

Option 3: Federal interstate compact: Ratify a formal interstate compact agreement by both Oregon and
Washington legislatures and the United States Congress.

Option 4: Interstate compact without federal ratification: Ratify a formal interstate compact agreement by
both Oregon and Washington legislatures without ratification from the United States Congress.

Based on analysis and feedback from partners in the Walla Walla watershed, the Department believes that
current statutory authority is sufficient to proceed with implementing new water supply projects in the basin.
Therefore, additional statutory authority or federal approval is not needed at this time to implement developed
water projects in the near and medium term.

Instead, the Department, the Washington Department of Ecology, and CTUIR recommend Option 1, to
develop an MOA to formalize the roles, responsibilities, and shared goals of the member parties for
managing developed water. In addition, the Department recommends the Legislature direct the Department
to report on management needs in 2036 to determine if emergent water resource issues in the basin warrant
developing additional strategies.

This report was developed in partnership with Washington Department of Ecology and the Confederated Tribes
of the Umatilla Indian Reservation. It reflects the consensus recommendations of these three governmental
entities with input from the Walla Walla Basin Advisory Committee.
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