Purpose and scope of the Watershed Master Resiliency Plan

The primary source of drinking water for the City of Walla Walla comes from the Mill Creek
Watershed in the form of an 1866 surface water right. Threats to the availability, quantity, and
quality of water from Mill Creek include drought, wildfire, flooding, landslides, and weather
volatility.

The City secured a FEMA “Building Resilient Infrastructure and Communities” grant to identify,
analyze, and evaluate mitigation strategies for these threats. These strategies are spelled out in
the Watershed Resiliency Plan.

The Resiliency Plan is a guidance document for the City, providing recommended actions to
prepare for and respond to risks affecting municipal property, infrastructure, and the municipal
drinking water supply. The plan does not include an in-depth environmental analysis of actions
but rather provides a comprehensive list of strategies to ensure resiliency and mitigate risks
while also striving to minimize impact to the environment.

The City was required to perform structured tasks outlined in the FEMA grant with the purpose
of developing a comprehensive plan. Having completed the required tasks, this document
serves as a roadmap for the work ahead, detailing the specific needs and partnerships that will
drive future efforts to safeguard water quality and quantity.



