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Walla Walla Basin 
Advisory Committee 

January 28, 2026 

1:00 – 4:00 PM 

Water & Environment Center at WWCC 
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• Folks in the room: please share your name and affiliation 

• Folks on Zoom, please rename yourself by: 
• Hover over your name on the participant list, 

• Select “…” and “Rename” 
• Add your full name and affiliation 
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• Welcome, Introductions, Review Agenda 

• Salmon Mean Business- Presentation from Steve Martin 

• Tri-Sovereigns 2026-2027 Priorities 

• BAC 2026-2027 Priorities Discussion 

• OR and WA Legislative Session Updates 

• Updates 

• Public Comment 

• Closing 
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Welcome and 
Opening Remarks 

Larry Mattson, Ecology, on behalf of the 
Tri-Sovereigns 
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Salmon Mean 
Business 

Steve Martin, SRSRFB 
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Tri-Sovereigns 
2026-2027 

Priorities 
Anton Chiono, CTUIR 

Brook Beeler, ECY 

Chris Kowitz, OWRD 
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Top 5 priorities for 2026-2027 
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2026 2027 

Major Reports/Studies & Legislation Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4 Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4 

USGS Study 

BOR Basin Study 

BOR Appraisal study 

ACOE Milton-Freewater Gen Investigation Study 

Draft & Complete OR Legislative Report 
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2026 2027 

Community Engagement Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4 Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4 

Support ongoing federal agency participation 

Increased Engagement Across Caucus 

Continue Small Group BAC-Tri-Sov Meetings 

Supporting local government engagement 
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Bi-State Co-Management Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4 Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4 

Annual review of Tri -Sovereign MOU 

Implement Dev. Water Concept from RCW 

90.90.120 

Stateline Basalt Aquifer Characterization 

2026 2027 
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2026 2027 

Implementation of the 2050 Plan Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4 Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4 
Develop Biennial Budget Project List 

Greater Awareness & Action During Drought 

Evaluate current Ecology tools (Metering 

Database etc.) 

2050 Legislative Advocacy for Future Fed $ 

Request 

Fish Co-Manager Annual Developed Water 

Strategy 

Fish Co-Manager Long-Term Planning for 

Streamflows 



     

 

Click to edit Master title styleBAC Discussion 

• Any questions or reflections? 
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10 Minute Break 

Return at 2:15 
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BAC 2026-2027 
Priorities Discussion 

Alexandra Doty, Facilitator 

Amanda Cronin, Project Manager 

BAC members 
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Top 5 priorities for 2026-2027 
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2050 Tier 1 Strategy 
Implementation Plan 

• Serves as an action plan to 
implement the details of the 23 Tier 1 
strategies within the Walla Walla 
Basin Watershed Strategy 

• Plan Elements 

• Implementation Plan (Tier 1 
Strategies) 

• Funding Strategy 

• Bi-State Flow Study Update 
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Implementation Timing and Phases 2025-2029 

Scale & Current Status # Strategy Short Name Implementors 2025 2026 2027 2028 2029 

Site specific strategies ready 

for implementation 
1.06 Mill Creek weir passage improvement TSS Design Construction 

1.09 Nursery Bridge fish passage & levee setback CTUIR with MF Water Control Dist. 
Feasibility study and design; secure 

funding as necessary 

1.12 Hofer Dam fishway passage improvements WWT, TWID Design; secure funding Construct 

ion 

1.19 Gose Street fish passage TSS Design & construction; secure funding as necessary 

1.23 Bennington Dam fish passage USACE Design & construction 

1.18 Upgrade Dayton’s WWTP City of Dayton Funding, land acqusition, study & design 

Basin-wide strategies ready 

for implementation 
1.01 Floodplain reconnection & habitat complexity 

TUIR, ODFW, WDFW, WWCCD, 

CCCD, WWBWC, TSS 
Ongoing prioritization, funding and implementation (design + construction) 

1.02 Support development of an anchor project Ecology, OWRD, CTUIR Ongoing assessment 

1.04 Environmental water transactions WWT Ongoing prioritization, funding & implementation 

1.07 Basin-wide riparian habitat restoration 
WWCCD, CCCD, WWBWC, 

Kooskooskie Commons, TSS 
Ongoing prioritization, funding & implementation 

1.08 Surface water to basalt source switches 
City of Walla Walla, CTUIR, WWT, 

WWCCD 
Pilot implementation 

Assess & secure 

funding 

1.10 Basin-wide monitoring strategy WDFW, CTUIR, ODFW Plan & secure funding Implement (pending funding) 

1.11 Bi-State surface water protection Ecology, OWRD Legislation in place Pilot implementation 

1.14 Coordinated drought response 

WWCCD, Ecology, OWRD, CTUIR, 

Cities, Walla Walla County, WWT, 
WWBWC 

Plan Implementati 

on 

1.15 Streamflow gaging OWRD, Ecology, USGS Secure funding & implement 

1.20 Water use metering & reporting Ecology Secure funding & implement 

1.22 Implement conservation tillage & soil erosion BMPs 
WWCCD, WWBWC, Umatilla SWCD, 

USDA, NRCS, WSDA, Counties 
Ongoing prioritization, funding & implementation 

Basin-wide strategies with 

pending studies or other 

needs prior to 

implementation 

1.03 Little Walla Walla River winter flow OWRD, WWRID, HBDIC Pending USGS study 

1.05 Improve and expand MAR 
OWRD, Ecology, CTUIR, WWBWC, 

WWCCD 
Pending USGS study Assess 

1.13 Expand & support ASR 
City of Walla Walla, City of Milton-

Freewater 
Pending USGS study + ongoing pilot implementation Assess 

1.16 
Enhance coordination of floodplain & riparian 

regulations 

Counties, Cities of Walla Walla, 

Milton-Freewater & College Place, 
WWCCD, Kooskooskie Commons 

Coordinate & plan Implement 

1.17 Increase stormwater infiltration 

Cities of Walla Walla, College Place & 

Milton-Freewater, Walla Walla 
County, WWBWC 

Coordinate & plan Implement 

1.21 Bi-state groundwater coordination OWRD, Ecology Assess 
Plan & secure 

funding 
Implement 
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1. Thinking broadly about the Walla Walla Basin as a whole and 
our Walla Walla Water 2050 Strategic Plan and Tier 1 Strategy 
Implementation Plan (beyond the interests you represent) 
what do you think the BAC’s priorities should be for 2026 and 
2027? 

2. Any reflections on the 2024-2025 priorities that were 
previously developed by the BAC? 

3. Thinking about your caucus and interest group’s priorities for 
2026 and 2027, what kind of support do you need from BAC 
members and/or the Tri-Sovereigns to implement your 
priorities? 

https://apps.ecology.wa.gov/publications/documents/2112011.pdf
https://fortress.wa.gov/ecy/ezshare/ocr/ww/IP-BSF/FINAL_WWImpPlan_Bi-StateFlowStudyUpdate.pdf
https://fortress.wa.gov/ecy/ezshare/ocr/ww/IP-BSF/FINAL_WWImpPlan_Bi-StateFlowStudyUpdate.pdf
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OR and WA 
Legislative Session 

Brook Beeler, ECY and Chris Kowitz, OWRD 
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• Session begins February 2 
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• Short session, began January 12 through March 12 

• Governor Ferguson’s 2026-2027 Supplemental Budget focuses 
on three key areas: housing, transportation, and affordability 

• The next revenue forecast comes out on Feb 20th – expecting 
operating budget shortfalls 



    

  

 

 

 

 

  

Office of Columbia River Collaboratives 

Odessa Subarea 
Icicle Creek Basin 

Walla 
Washington Walla 

Oregon 

River 

Basin23Yakima River Basin 



   

    

    

  

    

Walla Walla Water 2050 

• Bureau of Reclamation launches basin water supply study 

• Basin Advisory Committee hosts open house in November 

• USGS groundwater study continues 

• State investment: $8.8 million (2013-2025) 

24 
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Updates 
Alexandra Doty, Facilitator 

Amanda Cronin, Project Manager 

BAC members 
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• BAC meeting schedule for 2026 

• Working Group updates 

• Upcoming and recent events 

• Project and funding updates 

• Agenda and field trip suggestions 

• Other updates? 



Proposed 2026 BAC meeting schedule 

January February 
March or 

April 
May June 

BAC meeting BAC meeting BAC meeting BAC meeting BAC meeting 
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July or August September October 
November or 

December 

Virtual BAC 

meeting 
BAC meeting BAC meeting BAC meeting 
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January February 
March or 

April 
May June 

July or August September October 
November or 

December 

BAC meeting BAC meeting BAC meeting BAC meeting BAC meeting 

Virtual BAC 

meeting 
BAC meeting BAC meeting BAC meeting 

WG meeting(s) WG meeting(s) 

WG meeting(s) WG meeting(s) 
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• Drought WG Meeting on January 27, highlights include: 
• Discussion on the results of the ag producers survey about drought 

• Preliminary discussion on the drought plan risk assessment 

• Updated findings on water conservation strategies 

• An overview of instream flows and drought impacts 
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Implementation Working Group 

• Tuesday, February 10, 2026, 9:30am-11:30am, virtual only on Zoom 

City of Walla Walla Watershed Resiliency Work Group 

• Wednesday, February 25, 2026, 9:00am – 11:00am (Final meeting), at the 
WEC 

Basin Advisory Committee 

• Wednesday, February 25, 2026, 1:00pm – 4:00pm at the WEC 

PFO Working Group 

• Tuesday, March 10, 2026, 1:00pm-3:00pm, virtual only on Zoom 
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BAC members: 

• Any upcoming events to highlight? 

• Any recent events to share out from? 

• February 20, 2026, at 10am - Tour opportunity with Tri-State 
Steelheaders to see the Mill Creek 3rd-Colville design model, at 
the NHC’s lab in Tukwila, WA 
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• BAC meeting schedule for 2026 

• Working Group updates 

• Upcoming and recent events 

• Project and funding updates 

• Agenda and field trip suggestions 

• Other updates? 
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• BAC meeting schedule for 2026 

• Working Group updates 

• Upcoming and recent events 

• Project and funding updates 

• Agenda and field trip suggestions 

• Other updates? 
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Public Comment 
Alexandra Doty, Facilitator 
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Closing Remarks 
Alli Newhouse, Little River Group, 

Ag Caucus 
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