WALLA WALLA BASIN ADVISORY COMMITTEE

SUMMARY

Wednesday, August 6, 2025 | 1:00 - 3:00 p.m.
Fully Virtual Meeting

e : Reference
Time* Agenda Item (Action items are marked with "1") : Presenter(s)
Materials

1:00 (70 mins) Welcome, Introductions, Review Agenda Agenda e Anton Chiono, CTUIR on
e Welcome and introductions behalf of the Tri-
e Review agenda Sovereigns
e Opening remarks * Alexandra Doty,
Facilitator
1:10 (45 mins) Fisheries and Pit Tag Overview and Discussion e Jerimiah Bonifer, CTUIR
e Overview of fisheries and pit tags e Taylor McCroskey, ODFW
e  BAC member discussion e Michael Herr, WDFW
e BAC members
1:55 (75 mins) Current Water Supply and Streamflows e  Chris Kowitz, ORWD
e Update on water supply and streamflows within e Jaime Short, ECY
the Basin e BAC Members
e BAC member questions
2:10 (20 mins) Developed Water Policy Draft developed e Jaime Short, ECY
e Updates on the developed water policy water policy e BAC Members
e BAC member questions
2:30 (5 mins) BAC Caucus Approval (!) e Alexandra Doty,
e Agriculture Caucus Facilitator
e Federal Government Caucus e BAC Members
2:35 (20 mins) Updates e Alexandra Doty,
e Oregon legislative funding Facilitator
e Open house planning update e  Chris Kowitz, ORWD
e Legislative report published e Sarah Dymecki, ECY
e Nursery Bridge USACE GI study update e Travis Trumbull, WWRID
e Working Group updates and Anton Chiono, CTUIR
e Upcoming and recent events ¢ BAC members
e Project and funding updates
e  Other updates?
2:55 (5 mins) Public Comment e Alexandra Doty,
Facilitator
3:00 (5 mins) Closing e Alexandra Doty,
e Next steps Facilitator
e Rotating BAC Member closing remarks e Steven Patten, City of
Milton-Freewater, Local
Government Caucus
*All times are approximate and may change.
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Welcome, Introductions, Review Agenda

Alexandra Doty welcomed everyone to the meeting, provided an overview of the agenda, and led the roll call. Attendees
are listed in Appendix A. Attendees.

Anton Chiono, representing CTIUIR on behalf of Tri-Sovereigns, provided opening remarks at the start of the BAC
meeting.

Fisheries and PIT Tag Overview and Discussion

Jerimiah Bonifer (CTUIR), Taylor McCroskey (ODFW), and Michael Herr (WDFW) provided an overview of Passive Integrated
Transponder (PIT) tags and their use for fisheries and tracking data on salmon:

PIT tags are small devices used to track individual salmon, providing detailed data on migration, survival, and return
rates. Rotary screw traps are used to capture and tag juvenile fish.

Key collaborators on PIT tagging in the basin include ODFW, CTUIR, and WDFW, working across the Walla Walla Basin
and beyond.

PIT tagging helps estimate juvenile migration timing, survival along various segments of the basin (including survival to
Bonneville dam, which is key in the long-term), and adult return rates.

Data from PIT tagging and systems like the Columbia River Data Access in Real Time (DART) inform hatchery strategies,
fish passage improvements, and long-term management decisions.

In 2023, 15,000 fish were released with PIT tags amongst a release of 95,000 fish, and these are now being monitored for
returns and which way they migrate. A lot of work has been done on passage improvements, and 19 fish went through
Mill Creek in downtown Walla Walla this past year.

BAC Discussion

A BAC member asked whether fish in the Mill Creek group were going up both Yellowhawk Creek and Mill Creek, or just
one creek.

o Jerimiah responded that there were no adults detected last year up the Yellowhawk.

A BAC member suggested that maintaining flows in Mill Creek during late May and early June might be the most
important action for adult fish passage.

o Jerimiah agreed, noting this is especially true for adults.

o Michael added that more water during that period is beneficial.

A BAC member asked whether bull trout are being tagged in the watershed.

o Jerimiah said they tag bull trout when captured in rotary traps.

o Taylor McCroskey noted they are looking for opportunities and acknowledged a data gap, with plans to go out
monthly.

o A BAC member asked how to volunteer for tagging efforts, and another BAC member expressed interest in
accessing future data.

A BAC member commented that the information shared could support education and outreach, mentioning Long Live
the Kings as a potential partner.

A BAC member asked whether it would be more effective to concentrate flow and restoration efforts in one channel—
Mill Creek or Yellowhawk.

o Taylor explained that most flow and data support Mill Creek as the primary passage route. Yellowhawk is
obligated to maintain 3 cfs, with the rest of the flow directed to Mill Creek.

o Jerimiah emphasized the value of PIT tag data for co-management decisions and noted that short-term
ramping (24—48 hours) can attract fish, but dropping flows afterward creates issues leading to the need for
longer periods of increased flows (1-2 weeks at least).

A BAC member asked about multiple species when planning flow timing and if there is a preferred timing,
acknowledging that no period will be ideal.

o Jerimiah acknowledged the complexity of timing for bull trout, steelhead, and spring chinook, reinforcing the
challenge of finding a preferred window.

Jerimiah shared a link to the PTAGIS website for more information on PIT tags and their applications.
Taylor McCroskey thanked the BAC and acknowledged the value of funding support for PIT tags to support fisheries
management, expressing hope that the presentation helped build understanding.
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https://www.cbr.washington.edu/dart/query/adult_daily
https://www.ptagis.org/

Current Water Supply and Streamflows

Chris Kowitz, ORWD and Jaime Short, ECY, shared updates on water supply and streamflows across the basin:
e  Chris shared that the water supply and streams are not great this year and are looking pretty dry, which is likely not too
surprising. Comparing this year to last year, he mentioned:

o The South Fork is relatively resilient, and base flow is remaining fairly similar to last year; however, this year did
not have a bump in flow in the late spring/early summer.

o The North Fork was drier this spring and didn't see much bump in flows after the beginning of May, which is
likely due to there being little rain in the basin after the snowpack was gone.

o In Milton-Freewater, the Walla Walla River is a little lower than last year and also had less spring flows. ORWD is
also hearing from the public that flow is diminished and dry in the valley and that alluvial well and aquifer levels
are low; however, this is more anecdotal and needs to be looked into.

o Overall, water supply is generally low, with more impacts in the floodplains despite the baseflow being at
similar levels as in prior years.

e Jaime shared that generally there are historic low flows in a lot of systems across the watershed, leading to some
complaints and challenges from the public. Jaime also provided the following update on Mill Creek Water Management:

o Ecology, fishery managers, and USACE are aiming for a 60/40 flow split (Mill Creek/Yellowhawk) during peak
fish activity (May 15-June 30) and shifting to a 50/50 split from July to September to support more stable flows.
Ecology and USACE have an existing MOU that they are using as a starting point to better accommodate the
needs of fish and water users.

o Vegetation growth in the Yellowhwark bifurcation area and Mill Creek’s concrete channel complicates accurate
streamflow measurements and disrupts intended flow splits, making this work more difficult than anticipated.
Vegetation in particular, directs more water than intended into Yellowhawk.

o Manual flow measurements are being taken to compare to currently unreliable automated gauge data, and
that data is being shared with USGS to improve the accuracy of automatic data. However, recent efforts have
achieved near-target 50/50 splits.

o Ecology is working on adaptive management and, in general, more closely with the USACE (since they adjust
flows manually) and is recognizing the need for more realistic expectations and longer-term flow adjustments
to support fish passage.

BAC Discussion

¢ A BAC member expressed appreciation for the work being done and suggested that addressing vegetation in Mill Creek
could reduce staff workload and improve measurement accuracy. They noted this issue has been discussed for years and
seems solvable.

o Jaime responded that there may be a future opportunity to bring this issue to the BAC alongside USACE.
Discussions are ongoing about potential solutions, including relocating or supplementing the current gage
setup since it's currently in a place where water isn't going.

o A BAC member asked whether moving the USGS gage is an option.

o Jaime said they plan to engage USGS on this issue.

e  Chris noted that even small amounts of rain can significantly affect conditions around gages, and adjusting gages is a
consistent challenge.

o Jaime added that while USGS has been responsive in making corrections, real-time data accuracy can still be a
concern for users relying on it.

e A BAC member commented on the limited data capabilities in the watershed, emphasizing that gages might be a key
intervention point to consider for future efforts to be focused.

e Chris Kowitz explained that they are using the best available equipment, which is the same as USGS equipment, but
improvements require staff to take manual measurements—especially during spring when river conditions that impact
the accuracy of gauges change daily.

o Jaime agreed and noted that budget constraints have led to focusing gaging efforts in the Walla Walla area,
and added that we also want to keep streams as natural as possible.

e A BAC member asked whether coordination is happening with district water management teams.

o Jaime wasn't sure who Ecology staff are currently engaging with.

o The same BAC member mentioned ongoing weir construction and asked whether there are design
considerations to be thinking about.

RSN BAC Meeting Agenda | 3

oA, 7
. G
Shgp 5T



Developed Water Policy

Jaime Short, ECY, shared updates on developed water policy:
e Adraft has been developed; however, there has been concern about whether the policy is a stick or a carrot, and about
communication.
e There are four basic elements to the policy, including why, authority, legislation, and parameters.
e Process: BAC to review and provide comments by August 15™ (send to Alexandra and Amanda), there will be a public
comment period on the draft in early fall, and program adoption of the final policy is anticipated in early winter 2025.

BAC Caucus Approval (!)

The August 6 meeting had a quorum of BAC members present.

Federal Government Caucus:
¢ Nominee: Graham Shaw (USFWS) was nominated to fill the vacancy for the alternate seat to Colleen Fagan (NMFS).
o Colleen noted that it would be good to have another federal agency involved.
o Approved by consensus, no opposition.

Agriculture Caucus:
¢ Nominee: Todd Reser (farm near the Whitman Mission) was nominated to fill the vacancy for the alternate seat to Alli
Newhouse.
o Alli shared that Todd has been in the Little River group with her and has good historical details to contribute,
and that he can represent other groups in the watershed that haven't been represented.
o Approved by consensus, no opposition.

Agriculture Caucus:
¢ Nominee: Cody Grant (Hudson Bay Irrigation District) was nominated to fill the vacancy for the alternate seat to Mark
Wagoner.
o Cody and Mark were unable to attend the meeting, so a BAC member recommended holding off on the
approval process.
o The BAC will return to this nomination at a future meeting.

Updates

Oregon Legislative Funding
e There aren't many updates on this—the bill that includes funding the Walla Walla 2050 hasn't been signed yet and is
waiting on the governor. Walla Walla funding is supported by the governor’s office, but the celebration should wait until
it's final.
Open House Planning Update
e Save the date for Tuesday, October 21, 4:30-7:30 in the Reid Campus Center Ballroom at Whitman College. The Open
House will have a similar format to prior years, with stations and presentations.
e Themes will include an overview of Walla Walla 2050, fish recovery, drought, and moving forward together.
e Next steps include the facilitation team continuing planning and promotion, and BAC members can help coordinate by

having their organizations sign up to host a station. The PFO workgroup will discuss topics and logistics during the
August 27 meeting.

Legislative Report Update

e Sarah Dymecki, Ecology, shared that the Walla Walla Water 2050 Plan Legislative Report was officially published in mid-
July and should be in BAC members ' email inboxes.

Nursery Bridge USACE Gl Study Update

e  Travis Trumball, WWRID, and Anton Chiono, CTUIR, shared an update about the Nursery Bridge GI Study, noting that an
MOU is in place to move the study forward and request funding and strategies have been proposed that are intended
to help the whole stretch of the river.

e They also added that it would be beneficial to bring the Milton-Freewater Water Control District to the table since they
don’t have representation at the BAC.

ey BAC Meeting Agenda | 4

S g

% o

A &
(7
#Shign 57



e A BAC member asked for a broad overview of what the GI study is?

o Cindy Boen, USACE, shared that a study was done on the levee system a few years ago, which found that the
correct sediment load wasn’t considered during the original design and construction.

o Only 5-10 studies are approved annually, and securing one requires significant political support. The
collaborative nature of the BAC helps demonstrate strong community commitment and is helpful for getting
the study and funding for it approved.

o The study is expected to take 3-4 years, cost several million dollars, and include stakeholder engagement and
outreach. Construction outcomes are still uncertain.

o A BAC member expressed gratitude for the collaborative effort and funding support, recognizing the shared
challenges across stakeholders.

e A BAC member asked in the chat whether the recent GI study could affect approval chances for this new study.

o Cindy clarified that this study focuses on a different river and reach. While flood risk is the primary justification,
broader goals include improving fish passage and increasing fish populations across the Columbia Basin since
the levee system has been identified as a major barrier to fish in the region.

Public Comment

No public comments were made.

Closing

Steven Patten, City of Milton-Freewater, closed the meeting by acknowledging the significant progress being made in fisheries
management, particularly through PIT tag data, fish passage improvements in Mill Creek, and ongoing instream flow efforts. He
noted that while momentum is strong, he feels that groundwater strategies are not advancing at the same pace—highlighting
concerns from community members about low stream flows and well performance. Steven emphasized the importance of
developing locally driven solutions to address groundwater challenges before further regulatory action becomes necessary. He
encouraged the group to continue having honest, engaging conversations and to involve the community in shaping future
strategies through shared knowledge and collaboration.

Appendix A. Attendees

WWBAC Members & Alternates

Agriculture

Alli Newhouse Little River Group

Annie Byerley Walla Walla County Conservation District
Travis Trumbull Walla Walla River Irrigation District

Environment

Judith Johnson Kooskooskie Commons

Ralph Perkins Walla Walla Basin Watershed Council
Tara Patten Walla Walla Basin Watershed Council
Steve Martin Snake River Salmon Recovery Board
Nina Lottsfeldt Washington Water Trust

Recreation/Quality of Life

Jerry Norquist Blue Mountain Land Trust
Linda Herbert Blue Mountain Land Trust
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Economic Development

Amy Schwab Port of Walla Walla

Nick Velluzzi Walla Walla Community College

Local Government

Steven Patten City of Milton-Freewater

Todd Kimball Walla Walla County

State Government

Mark Wachtel Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife
Taylor McCroskey Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife
Trea Nance Oregon Department of Environmental Quality
Tribal Government

Jerimiah Bonifer CTUIR

Anton Chiono CTUIR

Federal Government

Cindy Boen US Army Corps of Engineers

Colleen Fagan NOAA NMFS

Tri-Sovereigns (Ex-Officio/Non-Voting Members)

Brook Beeler Ecology

Chris Kowitz Oregon Water Resources Department

WWBAC Members (Primaries) Not in Attendance

Agriculture

Mark

Wagoner

Gardena Farms Irrigation District

Local Government

Adam

Klein

City of Walla Walla

Dan

Dorran

Umatilla County

State Government

Mike

Kuttel, Jr.

Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife

Other Attendees

Alexandra Doty Cascadia Consulting Group

Alison Crowley Walla Walla County Conservation District
Bryan Gartland Aspect Consulting

Caroline Dickey Cascadia Consulting Group

Catherine Veninga

Chris Beard Ecology

Dara Osborne City of Walla Walla

David Schmaltz

Emily Beebe Ecology

Graham Shaw US Fish and Wildlife Service
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Griffin Beach Elkhorn Media Group
Harlan Gough Washington Water Trust
Jaime Short Ecology
Janna Guzman ODFW
Jackie McCool Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife
Michael Herr Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife
Mikahala Waters Alta Science and Engineering
Melissa Shumake Walla Walla County Community Development
Melissa Public Attendee
Randal Son Mill Creek Watershed Landowner
Sarah Dymecki Ecology
Sara Harris WWBWC
Stephanie May Ecology
Steve Kahl US Fish and Wildlife Service
Stuart Crane Yakama Nation
Tim Poppleton Ecology
Todd Reser Little River Group
Troy Baker CTUIR, DNR-Water Resources
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