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City of Cottonwood, Idaho County

• Hub for Keuterville, Ferdinand & Greencreek

• Population: 921    County Population: 16,272  

• Median Household Income: $42,679

• Area: 8,502 sq.mi. ------------ 1.9 persons/sq.mi
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Ownership History

• 1956 - Benedictine Sister build St. Jospeh’s Elementary School 

• 1970 - Cottonwood School District #242 Formed

• 1970 - Ownership transferred: Benedictine Sisters to District

• Renamed Prairie Elementary School
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Dwindling enrollment & Funding Reductions 

• 2010 - Idaho County Free Press: District Proposed Closure

• 2010 - 18-Month Timeline to Move Elementary Students to 

East Street Middle School 

• 2011 - Property vacated and put up for sale
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IDEQ Brownfield's Program

• 2013 – District Applies for Brownfields Assessment Due to  
Concerns of potential Asbestos Containing Materials (ACM)

• 2013 - Phase I Environmental Site Assessment: RECs >>> ACMs

• 2013 - Asbestos Inspection and Lead Paint Sampling Report

• 2013 - Analysis of Brownfields Cleanup Alternatives (ABCA)
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IDEQ Brownfield's Program

• 2013 - ACM & Lead-Based Paint Abatement ABCA Cost Range:                             
$0.00 (Do Nothing) to  $200,000

• Fall 2014 - Assisted IDA-LEW EDC & District in Submitting            
EPA Brownfields Cleanup Grant Application – Not awarded

• Fall 2015 - Assisted CEDA & District in Submitting                                   
EPA Brownfields Cleanup Grant Application – Not awarded

• Fall 2016 - Assisted CEDA, District and CCLR in Once Again Writing                                  
EPA Brownfields Cleanup Grant Application – Not Submitted??????
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November 2016

Time for a New Plan
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FY17 Land Revitalization Project

EPA Region 10, Cottonwood, Idaho Technical 

Assistance Project

January 6, 2017 – June 6, 2017



March 14 – 15, 2017 | Facilitated interviews with community leaders, interested parties
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March 14 – 15, 2017 | Conducted a full Building Assessment and provided report
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March 14 – 15, 2017 | Developed a Best Value Analysis for the Property

Asbestos Containing Building Materials Case Study 

Former Prairie Elementary School 
EPA Region 10, Cottonwood, Idaho Technical Assistance Project

District plans to retain ownership of the 

Gym. Classrooms, Bathrooms: Building “C”
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Now What?

• EPA Region 10 & IDEQ Brownfields Staff Brain-Storm 

• IDEQ State Response Grant Funding Fund Cleanup

• Alta Science & Engineering, Inc. Develop SOW & Cost
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Founded:  1862

Population:  931

School Enrollment: 384

Cottonwood, Idaho 



Built in1956

Cottonwood School District 



• There really isn’t any . . . 

Idaho County Zoning



ASBESTOS PROFESSIONAL

• Inspector

• Management Planner

• Project Designer

• Contractor / supervisor

• Worker

• National Voluntary Laboratory Accreditation Program 

(NVLAP)



PROJECT FLOW

• Asbestos Abatement Plan - Specifications

• Secure an experienced abatement contractor

• Provide oversight and monitoring

• Provide clearance air samples (40 CFR 763 

Appendix A of Subpart E)



ABATEMENT TIMELINE

• 3 Weeks





PROJECT REMOVED

 11,700 square feet (ft2) of vinyl floor tile & mastic 

 1,300 ft2 of cove base mastic 

 40 steam pipe fittings 

 420 linear feet of pipe insulation 

 30 pipe fittings & insulation

 2,100 ft2 of sheet vinyl 

 150 linear feet of Aircell pipe insulation 

 16 windows containing asbestos putty 

 100 ft2 of asbestos-contaminated soils in the crawlspace.  
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Abatement Complete

Main Hallway
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Abatement Complete

Typical Classroom
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Abatement Complete

Lunchroom in the 

Convent Building
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Abatement 

Completed

District Puts Property 

and Building 

Up For Sale
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IDEQ Brownfield's Program Costs
• 2013 – Contractor: STRATA

• Phase I ESA
• ACM & Lead-Based Paint Sampling Report $ 14,744
• ABCA

• 2018 – Contractor: ALTA Science & Engineering, Inc.
• Planning, Outreach, Costing of ACM Abatement $   3,250
• ACM, Lead-Based Paint & Mercury Switch Abatement $103,500

• IDEQ State Response Grant Funding =  $ 121,494    
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March 14 – 15, 2017 | Developed a Best Value Analysis for the Property
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EPA Region 10, Cottonwood, Idaho Technical Assistance Project

Reuse plans call for the convent building 

to be remodeled into senior housing 

called the “Sisters Apartments.” 

Repurpose of the main school building 

will begin next fall.



Jon Munkers
ALTA Science & Engineering, Inc

Phone:  208-336-7080          alta-se.com

Email:  jon.munkers@alta-se.com

Address:  988 Longmont Ave.  Suite 200 – Boise, ID  83706

Steve Gill
Idaho Department of Environmental Quality

Phone: 208-666-463

Email steve.gill@deq.idaho.gov

Address: 2110 Ironwood Parkway, Coeur d’Alene, ID 83814
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PROJECT PARTNERS
• Idaho DEQ – Steve Gill

• Clearwater Economic Development Association – Christine Frei

• School District – Rene Forsmann, Superintendent

• PBS – John Price

• All-SAFE Abatement

• EPA Region 10 – Susan Morales & Terri Griffith

• EPA Land Revitalization Technical Team
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Questions?

Alta Science & Engineering, Inc.

Idaho Department of Environmental Quality Brownfields Program


