
Yakima Water Supply Meeting 
WY2025
May 5, 2025
Pic: Bumping Apr 17, 2025
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Agenda
•Daily Operations
• Irrigation Districts
•Water Management
•Fish Status
•Next Meetings
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Add STATUS report page 2 on this slide
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http://www.usbr.gov/pn/hydromet/yakima/yakstats.html



Irrigation Districts
•48-hour notice for diversion changes
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Valley Weather 2025 – KYKM (Yakima Airport)
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YAKIMA FIELD OFFICE
1917 MARSH ROAD
YAKIMA, WA  98901

YAKIMA BASIN WATER YEAR
SNOW WATER EQUIVALENT

Average based on greater of 1971‐2000 or POR‐1995
Totals derived from 7 Yakima forecast sites

Corral, Stampede, Olallie, Fish, Bumping, Domerie, & Tunnel Avenue

Yakima Basin Snow Water Equivalent,   
May 1: 90.7 in.,  54% of Avg.
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Yakima Basin SNOTEL – Upper Yakima
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Yakima Basin SNOTEL - Naches
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Yakima Basin SNOTEL – Lower Yakima
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Oct-Apr: 733 KAF, 81% Avg
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Oct-Apr: 268 KAF, 63% Avg



19

0

10,000

20,000

30,000

40,000

50,000

60,000

70,000

80,000

OCT NOV DEC JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT

M
EA

N
 D
AI
LY
 D
IS
CH

AR
G
E 
(c
fs
)

Water Year 2025 Minimum

Average Maximum

YAKIMA RIVER NEAR PARKER
MEAN DAILY UNREGULATED DISCHARGE

SUMMARY HYDROGRAPH
WATER YEARS 1991‐2020

UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
BUREAU OF RECLAMATION

YAKIMA FIELD OFFICE
1917 MARSH ROAD
YAKIMA, WA  98901

Parker Unregulated Flow Volume   
Oct-Apr: 1586 KAF, 81% Avg
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3rd Lowest 
since 19710

200,000

400,000

600,000

800,000

1,000,000

1,200,000

OCT NOV DEC JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT

SY
ST
EM

 R
ES
ER

VO
IR
 S
TO

RA
G
E 
CO

N
TE
N
T 
(a
cr
e‐
ft
)

Water Year 2025 Max

Avg Min

Water Year 2024

YAKIMA PROJECT STORAGE
MEAN DAILY RESERVOIR VOLUME

SUMMARY HYDROGRAPH
WATER YEARS 1991‐2020

UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
BUREAU OF RECLAMATION

YAKIMA FIELD OFFICE
1917 MARSH ROAD
YAKIMA, WA  98901

Yakima System Storage Volume   
May 1: 581 KAF, 73% Avg
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Period Temperature Precipitation
6‐14 day (May 10 – 18)       Above Normal      Above Normal 

Seasonal Outlook  
Spring (17 Apr)  Normal  Normal
Summer(17 Apr)   Above Normal Below Normal

“ENSO‐neutral conditions are present and is favored during the Northern Hemisphere 
summer (50% chance in August‐October 2025). 28 APR

Climate Prediction Center

https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/
24



30-Day Forecast 

30-Day Forecasts

Issued: 
November 
30, 2021
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Yakima Subbasin Forecasts, WY25
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Yakima Subbasin forecasts, WY25
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Construction Projects in WY 2025
•Cle Elum Adult facility construction ongoing

• Impact CLE outflow gage readings
• Ramp-down will be similar to WY24 ops

•Kac SOD construction
• Will constrain Kac usage until July

•WW1146
• Currently scoping design & construction solutions

•Clear Creek Dam
• Fall draw-down for fish passage construction
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Yakima Basin Spring Operations 
• Power Subordination Flows

• YRPW subordination is 5000 cfs (WY2025)
• RBDW subordination 1300 cfs

• Outmigration Flows
• April 23‐28, 2025: 

• RIM 1456 AF, CLE 2442 AF, BUM 1634 AF, EASW 
volume (1‐29 APR  > 180cfs) 8431 AF 

• May 1‐5, 2025:
• Est RIM 1450 AF, est CLE 2450 AF



Yakima Basin Conservation Water 
potential storable volume, WY2025

This table shows the potential storable water given the proration rate (left 
column) and the storage control date (header row)



Yakima Basin 
Natural Runoff Proportion

• Objective of NRP is to delay release of storage and 
improve water supply and Voluntary

• Irrigation diversions are limited to available supply
• Available supply is incidental reservoir outflows plus 

unregulated tributary inflows
• Available supply is allocated proportionately
• When NRP ends Prorationing begins
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Yakima Basin 
Storage Control Date

Two conditions to start Storage Control Period
• Condition 1: Minimum flow at the Yakima River 

near Parker is sustained by reservoir releases
• Condition 2: Yakima reservoirs’ outflows are 

greater than inflows 
Note: these conditions could be met temporarily and 
might not set the SCD.  An example is when snowmelt 
flows decline and then pick up again.
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Hydrologic Summary
• Storage is 8th lowest in POR from 1971-2025, 581 KAF, 
55% full, 73% avg.

• April precip, 51% avg.
• WYTD precip, 81% avg.
• Adopted Runoff forecasts are near 72% avg.
• TWSA is 1.828 MAF, 73% of normal
• Prorationing would be 51%
• Low refill probabilities but likely at BUM.
• BA Pulse Flows are in the Low Range



Fish StatusFish Status



YFO Fish Activities May 2025
• Monitoring conditions and coordinating 

spring fish migration flow releases with 
SOAC and operations staff

• Cle Elum Dam sockeye smolt passage: 
estimated to have trapped and hauled 
approx. 36,000 smolts below dam since 
April 7, continuing through mid-May

• Updating Cle Elum Dam fish passage PIT 
Tag detection system, planning future 
fish passage studies and activities

• BPA Phase 2 Fish Screen O&M contract 
and budget due May 30



Few Spring Chinook have arrived yet at Prosser Dam.
Through 4/30 count was 28 adults, with most fish 
arriving May through June.

Spring Chinook count 33,030 adults 
as of 5/2, tracking 10‐year average.

Bonneville Dam



Next meetingsNext meetings
Jun 5, @ 10:30 am
July 3, @ 10:30 am
Jun 5, @ 10:30 am
July 3, @ 10:30 am
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