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History

1930s

• Depression

• Civilian Conservation Corps

• Dust Bowl – Hugh Bennet (right), soil health advocate

• Congress realized local efforts key to conservation

• Erosion Control Service to Soil Erosion Service to Soil 
Conservation Service to NRCS 



       

         

            

       

             

Who we are
We help people help the land!

USDA agency that supports locally led conservation

We offer voluntary programs

Technical Assistance is free

Conservation programs w/ cost sharing

We are non-regulatory
Service centers located across the state

King County Service center is in Renton



The Programs



       

         

            

       

             

Environmental Quality Incentives 
Program (EQIP)

Basically, “the starting point” 

A contract provides financial and technical assistance 

Installs conservation practices that address concerns (basic 
practices vary by land use)

There are hundreds of conservation practices that we help 
out with funding



       

         

            

       

             

Previous King County Conservation 
Practices Funded

• Comprehensive Nutrient 
Management Plan

• Manure management

• Forest Management Plan/Forest 
Stand Improvement

• Agriculture Energy Management 
plan

• Waste Storage Facility

• Brush Management

• Herbaceous Weed Treatment

• High Tunnels (LOTS of 
them)

• Cover crops
• Silvopasture
• Riparian Forest Buffer
• Bridge/culvert replacement 

for fish barrier restoration
• Hedgerow
• Mulching



       

         

            

       

             

Conservation Stewardship Program

Basically, “EQIP to the next level”

CSP is a contract for working lands

Builds on existing conservation efforts 

Practices ensure sustainability of your operations



       

         

            

       

             

5-Steps to Assistance

1. Planning

2. Application

3. Eligibility

4. Ranking

5. Implementing



       

         

            

       

             

Financial Assistance / Cost Share
Submit Application

• NRCS CPA 1200
• 10 Questions

• Submit early, save your 
place in line

• No obligation

• Application deadlines:

• ~October for EQIP

• Mid-year for CSP



       

         

            

       

             

Financial Assistance / Cost Share

Establish/Update Farm Records with Farm Services Agency -
• A bit more involved than NRCS application

• 6 documents



       

         

            

       

             

Site visit with NRCS folks.
• Identify and assess potential 

“resource concerns”
• “Resource Concern” is NRCS jargon 

for how we justify cost-share

• Types of Resource Concerns

• Soil compaction

• Low plant/crop production

• Ponding

• Nutrient leaching

• Erosion

• Pasture deterioration

Financial Assistance / Cost Share



       

         

            

       

             

Financial Assistance / Cost Share

Cost-share - 1000’s of scenarios



       

         

            

       

             

• Applications are Ranked in various 
Local, State, and National fund 
pools

• FY 21 Applications → Contracts 
May/June of 2022

• Payments made after installation

• Verified to meet NRCS specifications

Financial Assistance / Cost Share



       

         

            

       

             

Implementation 
Requirements

Financial Assistance / Cost Share



       

         

            

       

             

Conservation Plan

Financial Assistance / Cost Share



Questions?


