Ecology Water Resources - Bills of Interest, 2026 Legislative Session — FINAL

The 2026 legislative session runs from January 12 to March 12. 2026 is a supplemental budget year, so bills introduced but not passed in
2025 have been reintroduced at their previous status. Reintroduced bills are identified under their bill number.

ACTIVE HOUSE BILLS
Bill No. Bill Title Prime Bill Description Committee Progress
Sponsor Activity
No current active bills
ACTIVE SENATE BILLS
Bill No. Bill Title Prime Bill Description Committee Progress
Sponsor Activity
No current active bills
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ACTIVE FYI BILLS

requirements of RCW 19.27.097, limits
usage to the limits defined in RCW
90.44.050, and requires meters on
water use.

Engrossed bill: Prohibits ADUs outside
of UGAs on nonconforming lots under
one acre. Provides direction to
counties on compliance with density
regulations when authorizing new
ADUs outside of UGAs.

2026

SENATE

Housing:

2/4: Public hearing
2/18: Executive session

Bill No. Bill Title Prime Bill Description Committee Activity Progress
Sponsor
EHB 1345 Establishing limitations | Low Authorizes counties to allow detached | 2025 2025
(Reintroduced | on detached accessory accessory dwelling units (ADUs) HOUSE HOUSE
from 2025) dwelling units outside outside of urban growth areas (UGAs). | Housing: 1/16: First reading, referred to
of urban growth areas. Requires ADUs authorized outside of 1/27: Public hearing Housing
UGAs to meet the water supply 2/6: Executive session 2/6: Do pass

2/10: Referred to Rules
3/6: Placed on second reading

2026

1/12: Reintroduced and retained
in present status

1/19: Placed on second reading
1/22: Floor amendment adopted
Third reading, passed 86-5

3/4: Speaker signed

SENATE

1/26: First reading, referred to
Housing

2/18: Do pass

2/19: Referred to Rules

2/24: Placed on second reading
3/3: Third reading, passed 33-15
3/4: President signed

GOVERNOR

3/6: Delivered to Governor
3/27: Governor signed
Chapter 231, 2026 laws
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INACTIVE BILLS

from natural climate
solutions and
ecosystem services.

administered public lands. Ecosystem
services projects may include carbon
sequestration and storage, air and
water filtration, climate stabilization,
and disturbance mitigation.

1/28: Public hearing

Bill No. Bill Title Prime Bill Description Committee Progress
Sponsor Activity
SHB 2544 | Concerning a pilot Springer Authorizes Ecology to initiate a general | HOUSE HOUSE
process for the upper water rights adjudication in the upper Agriculture and 1/16: First reading, referred to
Columbia water rights Columbia River basin under a pilot Natural Resources: | AgNR
adjudication. process. Following filing of the 1/28: Public 2/3: Do pass substitute bill
adjudication in Stevens County Superior | hearing 2/4: Referred to Rules
Court, general issuance of summonsto | 2/3: Executive 2/11: Placed on second reading
water users would be delayed until session
2033 or resolution of settlement
negotiations related to federal-reserved
water rights, whichever is sooner.
Substitute bill: Adds affected Columbia
basin irrigation districts with federal
water supply contracts as a party to
settlement negotiations.
INACTIVE FYI BILLS
Bill No. Bill Title Prime Bill Description Committee Activity Progress
Sponsor
HB 2170 Expanding revenue Reeves Authorizes the Department of Natural | HOUSE HOUSE
(companion generation and Resources to market ecosystem Agriculture & Natural 1/12: First reading, referred to
SB 5999) economic opportunities service project opportunities on DNR- | Resources: AgNR
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INACTIVE FYI BILLS

Bill No. Bill Title Prime Bill Description Committee Activity Progress
Sponsor

HB 2198 Improving regulatory Richards Expands state agency reporting HOUSE HOUSE
(companion efficiency by integrating requirements for state-issued permits, | State Government & 1/12: First Reading, referred to
SB 5968) executive order 25-03, licenses, certifications, or other Tribal Relations: SGTR

concerning permitting regulatory approvals. Reporting 1/23: Public hearing 2/3: Do pass

and licensing processes, requirements include application 2/3: Executive session 2/4: Referred to Appropriations

into chapter 43.42A counts, processing times, and

RCW. application and credential fee

amounts.

HB 2281 Concerning the state Stearns Expands existing requirements for HOUSE HOUSE

and tribal government-
to-government
relationship.

state agencies to provide notice and
invite government-to-government
consultation on agency actions.

Substitute bill: Redefines affected

agency actions to apply only to state-
funded construction or acquisition
projects covered by executive order
21-02.

2nd Substitute: Removes requirement
that agencies comply with executive
order 21-02 before taking an action
that may affect a tribal traditional
cultural place.

State Government &
Tribal Relations:

1/13: Public hearing
1/20: Executive session

Capital Budget:
2/6: Public hearing
2/9: Executive session

1/12: First Reading, referred to
SGTR

1/20: Do pass substitute bill
1/22: Referred to Capital Budget
2/9: Do pass 2nd Substitute
Referred to Rules
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INACTIVE FYI BILLS

requirements. Specifies that ADUs are
subject to the water supply
requirements of RCW 19.27.097
(evidence of adequate water supply).

Substitute bill: Adds usage limitation
defined in RCW 90.44.050 and
requires meters on water use.

2/7: Executive session
2/12: Executive session

Ways and Means:
2/20: Executive session

2026
1/21: Public hearing
2/4: Executive session

Bill No. Bill Title Prime Bill Description Committee Activity Progress
Sponsor
E2SHB Addressing emerging Doglio Enacts new regulatory requirements HOUSE HOUSE
2515 large energy use for emerging large energy use Energy & Environment: 1/15: First reading, referred to E&E
(companion facilities. facilities (such as data centers) related | 1/22: Public hearing 2/2: Do pass substitute bill
SB6171) to their energy consumption and 2/2: Executive session 2/4: Referred to Appropriations
utility integration. Requires facilities 2/9: Do pass 2nd substitute bill
to meet renewable, non-emitting Appropriations: Referred to Rules
energy targets. Requires facilities to 2/7: Public hearing 2/12: Placed on second reading
provide sustainability reporting on 2/9: Executive session 2/14: Floor amendments adopted
energy and water use. Third reading, passed 51-41
SENATE
Substitute bill: Adds water quality and | Environment, Energy & SENATE
air pollution impacts to the Technology: 2/17: First reading, referred to EET
sustainability reporting requirement. 2/20: Public hearing 2/24: Do pass with amendment
2nd substitute bill: Extends the 2/24: Executive session 2/25: Referred to W&M
deadlines for facilities to achieve
renewable energy sourcing goals. Ways & Means:
Engrossed 2nd substitute bill: Clarifies | 2/27: Public hearing
sustainability reporting requirement
and criteria.
2SSB 5470 Establishing limitations | Goehner Authorizes counties to allow detached | 2025 2025
(Reintroduced | ©N detached accessory accessory dwelling units (ADUs) SENATE SENATE
from 2025) dwelling units outside outside of urban growth areas and Housing: 1/23: First reading, referred to
urban growth areas defines minimum regulatory 1/31: Public hearing Housing

2/12: Do pass with amendments
2/13: Referred to Ways and Means
2/20: Referred to Rules without
recommendation

3/3: Placed on second reading

2026

1/12: Reintroduced, referred to
Housing

2/4: Do pass 2nd substitute
Referred to Rules

2/12: Placed on second reading
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INACTIVE FYI BILLS

from natural climate
solutions and
ecosystem services.

administered public lands. Ecosystem
services projects may include carbon
sequestration and storage, air and
water filtration, climate stabilization,
and disturbance mitigation.

Bill No. Bill Title Prime Bill Description Committee Activity Progress
Sponsor
SB 5968 Improving regulatory Richards Expands state agency reporting SENATE SENATE
(companion efficiency by integrating requirements for state-issued permits, | State Government & 1/12: First reading, referred to
HB 2198) executive order 25-03, licenses, certifications, or other Tribal Relations: SGTR
concerning permitting regulatory approvals. Reporting 1/16: Public hearing 1/23: Do pass substitute bill
and licensing processes, requirements include application 1/23: Executive session 1/26: Referred to Rules
into chapter 43.42A counts, processing times, and 1/28: Placed on second reading
RCW. application and credential fee Ways & Means: consent calendar
amounts. 2/5: Public hearing 2/3: Referred to Ways & Means
2/9: Executive session 2/9: Do pass 2nd substitute
Substitute bill: Expands and clarifies Referred to Rules
exemption of reporting requirements | HOUSE 2/10: Placed on second reading
due to insufficient data availability. State Government & 2/13: Third reading, passed 40-8
Tribal Relations:
2nd Substitute: Specifics that only 2/20: Public hearing HOUSE
agencies with sufficient existing 2/24: Executive session 2/17: First reading, referred to
resources must meet requirements in SGTR
the bill. Ways & Means: 2/24: Do pass with amendment
2/27: Public hearing 2/25: Referred to Appropriations
3/2: Executive session 3/2: Do pass with amendment
Referred to Rules
3/5: Placed on second reading
SB 5999 Expanding revenue Lovelett Authorizes the Department of Natural | SENATE SENATE
(companion generation and Resources to market ecosystem Agriculture & Natural 1/12: First reading, referred to
HB 2170) economic opportunities service project opportunities on DNR- | Resources: AgNR
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INACTIVE FYI BILLS

to their energy consumption and
utility integration. Requires facilities
to meet renewable, non-emitting
energy targets. Requires facilities to
provide sustainability reporting on
energy and water use.

Substitute bill: Adds water quality and
air pollution impacts to the
sustainability reporting requirement.

1/23: Public hearing
2/2: Executive session

Ways & Means:

Bill No. Bill Title Prime Bill Description Committee Activity Progress
Sponsor
SB 6104 Protecting agriculture. Muzzall Requires state agencies to analyze SENATE SENATE
impacts to agriculture and perform Agriculture & Natural 1/13: First reading, referred to
agricultural economic assessments Resources: AgNR
when considering significant actions. 1/29: Public hearing
Directs the Office of Financial 2/2: Executive session
Management to develop a fiscal note
process to identify impacts to
agriculture from legislation and
regulation. Requires the state to
perform additional agricultural impact
analysis for local government land use
and zoning decisions.
SB 6171 Addressing emerging Shewmake | Enacts new regulatory requirements SENATE HOUSE
(companion large energy use for emerging large energy use Environment, Energy, & 1/15: First reading, referred to EET
HB 2515) facilities. facilities (such as data centers) related | Technology: 2/3: Do pass substitute bill

2/4: Referred to Ways & Means
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