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EWEC Recommendation for Drought 
Declaration
• Executive Water Emergency Committee (EWEC) recommended that 

Ecology issue an Emergency Drought Declaration.   

• Area subject to declaration to include all watersheds except the 
following:
• Duwamish – Green (Tacoma Water Supply)

• Cedar – Sammamish (Seattle Water Supply)

• Snohomish (Everett Water Supply)

• Look for Governor’s Announcement on Wednesday

• A formal Order would authorize emergency water right permitting.



March – June Precipitation

Averaged Statewide, March – June tied for  2nd driest year since 1895

Driest March-June area also dry (45-75% of normal) since start of the water year.

Modeled soil moisture shows exceptionally dry conditions statewide (only exception is for the Olympics and 
Cascades)



March – June Temperature

March – June:    9th Warmest Since 1895
June:   2nd Warmest Since 1895



Modeled Snow Depth 
June 15

Modeled Snow Depth
July 1



51.3 inches on June 25 to  O inches on July 9 





Forecasted April – September Runoff April – June Precipitation Percent of Average
(only areas below 75% Colorized)







Seasonal (Apr – Sep) vs Sub-Seasonal Runoff
Example: Okanogan at Malott



Sub-seasonal -- Monthly Natural Volume Forecast 
Okanogan at Malott



Known impacts
• Major deterioration of dryland crop and pasture conditions in Eastern 

Washington

• Large municipalities and major storage projects are in good shape

• Drinking water supplies holding up, but DOH monitoring some systems closely.

• Some water systems reporting concerning declines of water levels, drying of 
wells.

• Ongoing curtailment of junior water right holders (Chehalis, Walla Walla, Asotin, 
Tucannon, Little Spokane, Harvey Ck trib to Pend Oreille).  Soon: Methow and 
potentially the Okanogan and Wenatchee

• Extensive wildfire activity (Governor Emergency Proclamation)

• Historic heat wave/high water temperatures with reports of fish and shellfish kills 
(not necessarily related to water availability)



Report your drought impacts
Conditions Monitoring Observation Reporting System

• https://droughtimpacts.unl.edu/ConditionMonitoringObservations.as
px

https://droughtimpacts.unl.edu/ConditionMonitoringObservations.aspx


Fish/shellfish die-off report form (WDFW)

https://publicinput.com/X7060



Adams Garfield Lincoln
Walla 
Walla

Asotin Grant Spokane Whitman

Columbia Kittitas Stevens Yakima

Franklin Klickitat

Recently Announced Primary Disaster Counties

USDA Disaster Declarations



Source:  Brad Rippey, USDA



Streamflow Status

Data accessed July 12, 2021



Temperature Precipitation

Outlook: July-September 2021

 Official July-Sept outlook from the Climate Prediction Center 
indicates a higher likelihood of warmer and drier conditions 
statewide



Questions?
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