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Well Construction and Licensing
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• Standards for construction, alteration, 
repair, and decommissioning of wells

• Licensing of well operators

• Notice of intent requirements

• Well reports

• Well construction fees

• Compliance and enforcement for 
noncomplying wells

Chapter 18.104 RCW

Last major update in 2005
Update concepts developed in 2016 as part of Standard Cost Model pilot 
study and in collaboration with Ecology’s Well Construction Technical 
Advisory Group



Goals
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1. Improve regulatory efficiency

2. Fully fee-supported well construction regulatory 
oversight program

3. Balance fee revenue between water well and 
resource protection well operations



Proposed Regulatory Updates
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1. Shorten Notice of Intent period from 72 hours to 
48 hours

2. Shift well tagging and reporting requirements to 
administrative rule

3. Simplify well operator license renewal for dual 
license holders



Fees
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Includes authorization for future cost fee schedule updates in rule to 
support program costs

Well Type Proposed Fee Current Fee Last Fee 
Update

Water well $250 per well $200 per well 2005

Water well
Large diameter

$400 per well $300 per well 2005

Cased resource 
protection well

$100 per well $40 per well 1993

Uncased resource 
protection well
Includes soil borings

$80 for first five borings
$20 per additional boring

$40 for first four borings
$10 per additional boring

1993



Fee Comparison

6

Well Type Washington
(proposed)

Oregon Idaho Arizona

Water well $250 per well $490 per well
$300 permit-exempt 
fee

$200 per well $150 per well

Water well
Large diameter

$400 per well $490 per well $200 per well $150 per well

Cased resource 
protection well

$100 per well $490 per well $75 per well $150 per well

Uncased resource 
protection well

$80 for first five 
borings
$20 per additional 
boring

$25 base fee
$10 per additional 
boring

$100 base fee
$50 per boring

$150 per NOI



Why a Broad Fee Increase
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State budget shortfall has grown more acute
• Original proposal included only a modest resource 

protection well fee increase
• June 5 OFM guidelines anticipate even greater future 

shortfall than expected

Broad fee increase will reduce dependence on General 
Fund resources while also balancing fee revenues between 
water and resource protection wells



ARL Development Timeline
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May
Approval to 
proceed with ARL 
proposal

August 19
Proposals due for 
agency review

September 14
Proposals due to 
Governor’s Office

Late Fall
Approval to 
proceed from 
Governor’s Office



Questions & Discussion

Your feedback today will be 
captured and considered as we 
continue to refine the proposal
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Thank you
Noah Wentzel
Water Resources Legislative Coordinator
noah.wentzel@ecy.wa.gov
360-522-2777
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