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NWS

● Big December rain still felt in model but effects are gone (water under/over the bridge); drained out 
by Spring

● Few days of snow now won’t help much for most areas
● Warmth from warm winter is in snow pack; late season snow will still be warm 

○ melt early and fast without a long cold spell
● Modeled SWE likely needs correction
● For the above reasons, Focus on lower bounds of forecasts

Key Points for Outlook
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NWS
Water Year 2026 Monthly Precipitation and Temperature

Update

nwrfc.noaa.gov/water_supply/wy_summary/wy_summary.php?tab=2 
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NWSObserved Conditions Water Year 2026

Mar 11 
2026

Mar 10 
2026
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NWS5 and 10 Day Precipitation Forecasts used in ESP10

Quantitative Precipitation Forecast Sources: 
Days 1 - 2 NWS Weather Forecast Offices (WFO) in the US, WPC in BC.
Days 3 - 7 NWS Weather Prediction Center (WPC).
Days 8 - 10 NWS National Blend of Models (NBM).
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NWSESP10 Water Supply Forecasts

https://www.nwrfc.noaa.gov/natural/index.html

Mar 11 
2026

Mar 11 
2026
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NWSWater Supply Forecasts Skagit Mount Vernon

Influence of current week 
of storms: Optimistic 
forecast.
—--------------------------------
Exceedance
25% Ex = 76% Vol
75% Ex = 63% Vol
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NWSWater Supply Forecasts Skagit Mount Vernon

Comparison of last year to this year:
Mar 12 forecasts
2026 forecast 92%
2025 forecast 93%

WY 2025 result:
2025 observed 74%
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NWSWater Supply Forecasts North Fork Skokomish

www.nwrfc.noaa.gov/water_supply/ws_forecasts.php?id=SKOW1

Exceedance

25% Ex = 86% Vol
75% Ex = 61% Vol

Monthly 55-70% May, Jun
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NWSWater Supply Forecasts Cedar Chester Morse 

www.nwrfc.noaa.gov/water_supply/ws_forecasts.php?id=MORO3

Exceedance

25% Ex = 97% Vol
75% Ex = 62% Vol

Monthly 55-70% May, Jun
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NWSWater Supply Forecasts Okanogan  At Malott 

Exceedance

25% Ex = 116% Vol
75% Ex =  97% Vol

Monthly 85-95% May, Jun
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NWSWater Supply Forecasts Spokane At Longlake 

Exceedance

25% Ex = 75% Vol
75% Ex = 59% Vol

Monthly 60-65% May, Jun

Comparison of last year to this 
year:
Mar 10 forecasts
2026 forecast 81%
2025 forecast 86%

WY 2025 result:
2025 observed 66%
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NWSWater Supply Forecasts Walla Walla Near Touchet 

Exceedance

25% Ex = 81% Vol
75% Ex = 56% Vol

Monthly 50-60% Apr, May
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NWSWater Supply Forecasts The Dalles 

www.nwrfc.noaa.gov/water_supply/ws_forecasts.php?id=TDAO3
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NWSClimate Prediction Center Seasonal Outlooks

cpc.ncep.noaa.gov
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NWS

● Big December rain still felt in model but effects are gone (water under/over the bridge); drained out 
by Spring

● Few days of snow now won’t help much for most areas
● Warmth from warm winter is in snow pack; late season snow will still be warm 

○ melt early and fast without a long cold spell
● Modeled SWE likely needs correction
● For the above reasons, Focus on lower bounds of forecasts

● Many areas have reasonable chance of below 75% volume April - September
● North Cascades is in best shape

Key Points for Outlook
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