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Water Year 2026
Temperature Precipitation

⚫ Averaged statewide, Oct-May tied 1992 as the 3rd warmest (+2.7°F)* on record 

⚫ Averaged statewide, Oct-May precipitation was near-normal (+1.12”; 103% of 
normal)*

Climate Toolbox

*Records since 1895; Normal is 1991-2020

https://climatetoolbox.org/tool/Climate-Mapper


October-May Temperatures



October-May Precipitation



May 2026
Temperature Precipitation

Climate Toolbox

⚫ Averaged statewide, May temperatures were +3.2°F above normal, ranking as the 7th warmest on 
record* 

⚫ Averaged statewide, May precipitation was below normal (66% of normal), ranking as the 37th 
driest *Records since 1895; Normal is 1991-2020

https://climatetoolbox.org/tool/Climate-Mapper


January 1-June 7, 2026 
Precipitation 



June 1-7, 2026
Temperature Precipitation

Climate Toolbox

https://climatetoolbox.org/tool/Climate-Mapper


U.S. Drought Monitor

Source: https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/CurrentMap.aspx 

https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/CurrentMap.aspx


Current Status: El Niño
El Niño 

Advisory



Likely to be a very strong El Niño next 
winter
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Source: https://cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/analysis_monitoring/enso/roni/strengths/ 

https://cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/analysis_monitoring/enso/roni/strengths/






Climate Prediction Center: June Outlook

Source: https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/ 

https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/


Climate Prediction Center Outlook: Jul-Sep

Source: https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/ 

https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/


National Multi-Model Ensemble: JAS 
Temperature & Precipitation



Summary

⚫ Water year 2026 ranks as the 3rd warmest on record so far with 
near-normal precipitation
⚫ May was warmer and drier than normal 

⚫ Precipitation since January 1 has been near-normal to below normal 
across WA

⚫ El Niño is here!
⚫ Higher likelihood that it will be very strong (63% chance) next winter

⚫ Seasonal forecasts favor a warmer and drier than normal summer


