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Recording!  
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Agenda 
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Time Agenda item Responsible

10:00 a.m. Welcome and agenda

Recap: Drought declaration process and implications

Caroline Mellor, Ecology

10:10 a.m. Regional Climate Setting / ENSO Karin Bumbaco, WASCO

10:25 a.m. Mountain conditions Toby Rodgers, NRCS 

10:40 a.m. Streamflow and Groundwater Nick Sutfin, USGS

10:55 a.m. Yakima Project TBD, USBR

11:00 a.m. Water Supply Forecasts Catherine Fitzpatrick, NWRFC 

11:15 a.m. Discussion: What water supply concerns do folks have 

for Water Year 2026?

All participants 

Ecology facilitates 

11: a.m. Wrap-up and next steps Ecology



Committee 
Role 

WSAC provides an important consultative and 
advisory role to Ecology related to:

• Current and forecasted water supply 
conditions; 

• Whether the hydrologic drought threshold has 
been met or is likely to be met.
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Meeting 
Objectives

• Share pertinent info and assess water supply 
conditions in Washington state as we enter 
summer of water year 2026.
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See: https://ecology.wa.gov/drought

Drought Emergency Declaration 2026

April 8, 2026 

Ecology issued a 

drought emergency 

declaration statewide 

due to low snowpack 

and impacts from 

multiple years of 

consecutive drought 

across the state. 

https://ecology.wa.gov/water-shorelines/water-supply/water-availability/statewide-conditions/drought-response


Drought 
Conditions 

Drought  conditions - two requirements:

1. Hydrologic threshold – An area is receiving, or is 
projected to receive, less than seventy-five percent 
of normal water supply. 

2. Hardship threshold – Water users and the 
environment are or are expected to experience 
undue hardship.

This Committee advises on the hydrologic threshold. 

See: RCW 43.83B.405 and WAC 173-166-050.
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https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=43.83B.405
https://app.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=173-166-050
https://app.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=173-166-050
https://app.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=173-166-050
https://app.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=173-166-050
https://app.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=173-166-050


Water Supply Factors 

Hydrologic 

threshold 

for 

drought 

was met 

in 2026

•Snowpack

•Precipitation

•Temperature

•Soil moisture

Water 
year to 
date

•Streamflow

•Precipitation

•Temperature

•Soil moisture

Forecasts

Feb 2, 2024
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Rimrock Reservoir, November 2024



Implications of a Drought 
Declaration 
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What Does a 
Declaration 
Do? 

Provides Ecology with 
the authority to:

1. Expedite emergency 
water transfer 
applications.

2. Establish a grant 
program to mitigate 
hardships to water 
users and the 
environment.
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Yakima River

October 2025 

Source: Ecology



Drought 
Response 
Funding 

Grants to governmental entities:

• Federally recognized Tribes

• Counties, cities, and towns

• Water and sewer districts

• Public utility districts

• Port districts 

• Conservation districts 

• Irrigation districts

• Watershed management partnerships

11Drought response grants - Washington State Department of Ecology

https://ecology.wa.gov/about-us/payments-contracts-grants/grants-loans/find-a-grant-or-loan/drought-emergency-grants
https://ecology.wa.gov/about-us/payments-contracts-grants/grants-loans/find-a-grant-or-loan/drought-emergency-grants
https://ecology.wa.gov/about-us/payments-contracts-grants/grants-loans/find-a-grant-or-loan/drought-emergency-grants


Additional 
Implications 

State agencies – Ecology can enter into interagency 
agreements to fund drought response efforts 

•Examples: DOH, DFW, SCC, AGR

Eligibility for federal drought funding

Important communications tool 
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Example 
Drought 
Response 
Grant 
Projects 

13
See: 2026 Drought Emergency Response Grant Funding Guidance (wa.gov)

•Purchasing or leasing water or 
water rights

•Replacing intakes, pumps, and 
related accessories

Agriculture 
or livestock 

•Transporting emergency water 
supplies

• Implementing water conservation 
strategies

Public 
water 
supply 

•Eliminating migration barriers

•Modifying stream channels 
adjacent to a hatchery

Fisheries 
and wildlife

https://apps.ecology.wa.gov/publications/documents/2611003.pdf


Presenters 
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Discussion
Question  

For all meeting attendees: 

What concerns do folks have for Water 
Year 2026?

15



Drought 
info

Communications 

• April 8 press release: April 8 - Statewide drought 
declared due to dismal snowpack - Washington 
State Department of Ecology

• Latest blog post: Yakima Basin water supply update 
- Washington State Department of Ecology

• Drought Response: Drought Response - Washington 
State Department of Ecology

• WSAC website updated with meeting materials and 
presentation recordings.
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https://ecology.wa.gov/about-us/who-we-are/news/2026/april-8-statewide-drought-declared-due-to-dismal-snowpack
https://ecology.wa.gov/about-us/who-we-are/news/2026/april-8-statewide-drought-declared-due-to-dismal-snowpack
https://ecology.wa.gov/about-us/who-we-are/news/2026/april-8-statewide-drought-declared-due-to-dismal-snowpack
https://ecology.wa.gov/about-us/who-we-are/news/2026/april-8-statewide-drought-declared-due-to-dismal-snowpack
https://ecology.wa.gov/about-us/who-we-are/news/2026/april-8-statewide-drought-declared-due-to-dismal-snowpack
https://ecology.wa.gov/about-us/who-we-are/news/2026/april-8-statewide-drought-declared-due-to-dismal-snowpack
https://ecology.wa.gov/about-us/who-we-are/news/2026/april-8-statewide-drought-declared-due-to-dismal-snowpack
https://ecology.wa.gov/blog/may-2026/yakima-basin-water-supply-update-fourth-year-of-drought
https://ecology.wa.gov/blog/may-2026/yakima-basin-water-supply-update-fourth-year-of-drought
https://ecology.wa.gov/blog/may-2026/yakima-basin-water-supply-update-fourth-year-of-drought
https://ecology.wa.gov/water-shorelines/water-supply/water-availability/statewide-conditions/drought-response
https://ecology.wa.gov/water-shorelines/water-supply/water-availability/statewide-conditions/drought-response
https://ecology.wa.gov/water-shorelines/water-supply/water-availability/statewide-conditions/drought-response
https://ecology.wa.gov/water-shorelines/water-supply/water-availability/statewide-conditions/drought-response
https://www.ezview.wa.gov/?alias=1962&pageid=37064
https://www.ezview.wa.gov/?alias=1962&pageid=37064


Thank you
Contact: WSAC Committee Chair 

Caroline Mellor 

Statewide Drought Lead 

Caroline.Mellor@ecy.wa.gov
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