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101070 Welcome and agenda

25 =111 Mountain conditions

400210 Streamflow and Groundwater

1515 = Yakima Project

1015121 Water Supply Forecasts
11:20 a.m.

Five-minute break

12451 =l Discussion: Hydrologic threshold evaluation

15100210 Discussion: What water supply concerns do folks have

for Water Year 20267

1150 =0 Wrap-up and next steps

Recap: Drought declaration process and implications
101l | Regional Climate Setting / ENSO
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Caroline Mellor, Ecology

Karin Bumbaco, WASCO

Toby Rodgers, NRCS
Nick Sutfin, USGS

Teresa Hauser, USBR
Brent Bower, NWRFC

All committee members
Ecology facilitates

All participants

Ecology facilitates

Ecology
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WSAC provides an important consultative and
advisory role to Ecology related to:

e Current and forecasted water supply
Role conditions;

* Whether the hydrologic drought threshold has
been met or is likely to be met.

Committee
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e Share pertinent info and assess water supply
conditions in Washington state as we enter
spring of water year 2020.

Meeting

* Discuss if drought conditions warrant WSAC
recommending to Ecology to convene the
next steps in the state’s drought declaration.

Objectives




Drought Emergency Declaration

On June b, 2025, Ecology issued a
drought emergency declaration in the
North and Central Cascade Mountains
and parts of the Puget Sound area,
due to low snowpack, early and rapid
snowmelt and a dry April and May.

This served as an expansion of the
April 8, 2025, drought declaration for
the Yakima Basin watersheds.

*The utilities of Everett, Seattle and
Tacoma do not expect
issues for their customers.
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. Drought Emergency Declaration Drought Advisory
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See: https://ecology.wa.gov/water-shorelines/water-supply/water-availability/statewide-conditions/drought-response
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Drought conditions - two requirements:

1. Hydrologic threshold — An area is receiving, or is
projected to receive, less than seventy-five percent
of normal water supply.

Drought 2. Hardship threshold — Water users and the
environment are or are expected to experience

undue hardship.

Conditions

This Committee advises on the hydrologic threshold.

See: RCW 43.83B.405 and WAC 173-166-050.



https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=43.83B.405
https://app.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=173-166-050
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Water Supply Factors

Forecasts

e Snowpack

* Precipitation
* Temperature
e Soil moisture

e Streamflow

* Precipitation
* Temperature
e Soil moisture

Hydrologic
threshold
for
drought
was met
in 2025
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sl ECOLOGY
N ——

State of Washington

Rimrock Resérvo_ir, NoVémber 2024
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Implications of a Drought
Declaration
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Provides Ecology with the
authority to:

1. Expedite emergency

water transfer
What Does a puupresraenne

Declaration
Do? 2. Establish a grant

' program to mitigate
hardships to water
users and the
environment.

10
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Grants to governmental entities:
* Federally recognized Tribes
* Counties, cities, and towns
Drought * Water and sewer districts
Response * Public utility districts

Funding * Port districts
 Conservation districts

* Irrigation districts
 Watershed management partnerships

Drought response grants - Washington State Department of Ecology 11
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State agencies - Ecology can enter into interagency

agreements to fund drought response efforts
Additional « Examples: DOH, DFW, SCC, AGR

Implications

Eligibility for federal drought funding

Important communications tool

12



Example
Drought
Response
Grant

Projects
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e Purchasing or leasing water or
Agriculture water rights

ol ESGldi e e Replacing intakes, pumps, and
related accessories

* Transporting emergency water
supplies

* Implementing water conservation
strategies

Public

water
supply

e Eliminating migration barriers

* Modifying stream channels
adjacent to a hatchery

Fisheries
and wildlife

13
See: 2025 Drought Emergency Response Grant Funding Guidance (wa.gov)



https://apps.ecology.wa.gov/publications/documents/2511013.pdf
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Hydrologic Threshold
Discussion
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Do the following watersheds that represent the state meet the
hydrologic threshold for drought conditions (less than 75% of
normal water supply)?

16



Hydrologic Threshold Discussion SR ECOLOGY
Olympic watersheds: s Y ]

« Skokomish-Dosewallips (16) 2 e
* Quilcene-Snow (17)
 Elwha-Dungeness (18)
* Lyre-Hoko (19)
e Soleduc-Hoh (20)
 Queets-Quinault (21)
Island + Kitsap:
e San Juan (2)
* |sland (0)
e Kitsap (15)

nOI gApia

17



Hydrologic Threshold Discussion

Cascades Watersheds Westside:

1 CETN
Bellingham |

Nooksack (1)

Lower Skagit (3)

Upper Skagit (4)
Stillaguamish (5)
Snohomish (7)

Cedar - Sammamish (8)
Duwamish - Green (9)
Puyallup - White (10)
Nisqually (11)
Chambers-Clover (12)

leservation
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Cascades Watersheds Westside:

rest

Deschutes (13)
Kennedy-Goldsborough (14)
Cowlitz (26)

Lewis (27)
Salmon-Washougal (28)
Wind-White Salmon (29)

19
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Cascades Watersheds - Eastside:

* Methow (48)

* Okanogan (49)

* Chelan (47)

* Entiat (40)

* Wenatchee (45)
* Lower Yakima (37)
* Naches (38)

* Upper Yakima (39)
* Kilickitat (30)
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Eastside - Northeast:

 Upper Crab (43)

* Moses Coulee (44)
 Lower Lake Rosevelt (53)
 Middle Lake Roosevelt (58)
o Kettle (60)

* Foster (50)

* Nespelem (51)

e Sanpoil (52)

 Upper Lake Roosevelt (61)
 Pend Oreille (62) L
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Eastside:

Walla Walla (32) * Hangman (56) ..
Lower Snake (33) » Middle Spoka 50 gy 55 L
R arin

Middle Snake (35)  Palouse (34) e 50 TEC 0 W
Rock-Glade (31) 44

Esquatzel-Coulee (36) | & %
Alkali-Squilchuck (40)

Lower Crab (41) ) W

Grand Coulee (42)
Lower Spokane (54) ‘ ¢ u
Little Spokane (55) \

M
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Southwest watersheds:
 Lower Chehalis (22)
* Upper Chehalis (23)
 Willapa (24)
 Grays-Elochoman (25)

23
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* With a WSAC recommendation to Ecology to
convene EWEC (Executive Water Emergency
Committee), Ecology works with the Director
to convene in coming weeks.

e EWEC advises on the hardship threshold
and provides a recommendation to the
Governor.

* Ecology coordinates with Governor’s office
to issue a drought declaration.

24
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Discussion
Question

For all meeting attendees:

What concerns do folks have for Water
Year 20267

25
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Drought website: Drought Response

* Declaration: Order of Determination by the Director
* Press release: June 5

Water Supply Availability Committee (WSAC) website

Newest Ecology drought blog:

Did record rainfall end Washington’s drought? - Washington
State Department of Ecology

26


https://ecology.wa.gov/water-shorelines/water-supply/water-availability/statewide-conditions/drought-response
https://ecology.wa.gov/getattachment/46f3d043-15fb-4a1f-99f9-de6d5c4fdc75/Drought-2025-June-Declaration-Order-FIXED.pdf
https://ecology.wa.gov/about-us/who-we-are/news/2025/june-5-drought
https://ecology.wa.gov/blog/january-2026/did-record-rainfall-end-washington-drought
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Thank you

Contact: WSAC Committee Chair
Caroline Mellor

Statewide Drought Lead
Caroline.Mellor@ecy.wa.gov

27
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