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WATER TRANSFER WORKING GROUP PROJECT DESCRIPTION 

APPLICATION NO./COURT CLAIM NO. 
 
Water Right Application No. G4-36196 with mitigation from Trust Water Right No. S4-84594-J (Selah-
Moxee Irrigation District Water Bank).  
APPLICANT NAME 
Kip Ramsey Sr.  

CONTACT 
Silas Sleeper 

CONTACT’S TELEPHONE NO 
206.453.6058 

WATER RIGHT HOLDER’S NAME (if different) 
Same - Kip Ramsey Sr.  

CONTACT’S EMAIL 
silas.sleeper@aspectconsulting.com 

 
DATE OF APPLICATION 
November 19, 2024 

PRIORITY DATE 
November 19, 2024, mitigated by a 1887 water 
right 

 
WATER SOURCE: 
A groundwater well located on Parcel No. 191101-
23007 completed in the unconfined alluvial aquifer. 

CROP: 
N/A – Irrigation on the property will be supplied by 
existing water right authorizations including 
Sunnyside Valley Irrigation District shares and /or 
Water Right Certificate G4-*06178CWRIS. 

INSTANTANEOUS QUANTITY: 
200 gpm 

ANNUAL QUANTITY: 
35.5 (12.0 CU) 

PERIOD OF USE: 
Continuous 
PLACE OF USE: 
Yakima County Parcel Nos. 191101-22025, 191101-
22026, 191101-24005, 191101-23006, 191101-
23007, 191101-23008, 191101-24006, 191101-
42010, 191101-31005 
 
All within the W½ and S½ of Section 1, Township 11 
North, Range 19 E.W.M., Yakima County, 
Washington. 

PURPOSE OF USE: 
Domestic / Commercial Supply  
 
 
 

IRRIGATION METHOD: N/A 

 
CONSUMPTIVE USE CALCULATION: 

 
Kip Ramsey Sr. (Ramsey) is proposing to develop the property and build a travel plaza. The travel 
plaza will include a convenience store, restaurant, maintenance building, a 150-room hotel, 
fueling stations, and other associated amenities. A breakdown of the total and consumptive 
water use for each building / amenity is summarized below in Table 1.  
 

Table 1. Total and Consumptive Water Use Estimates 

Purpose 
Average  

Water Use 
(gpd) 

Approximate Annual 
Water Use 
(ac-ft/yr) 

Approximate 
Consumptive Use 

(ac-ft/yr-CU) 
Service Station 950 1.07 0.32 

Restaurants 3,320 3.72 1.12 
Hotel 12,368 13.86 4.16 

Workers 675 0.75 0.23 
Truck Wash/Outdoor 1,200 1.35 1.35 

Total 18,513 20.75 7.18 
Notes: gpd = gallons per day; ac-ft/y-CU = acre-feet per year-consumptive use 

 
 



Notably, the estimated consumptive use of the project (7.18 ac-ft/yr CU) makes up only 60 
percent of the total mitigation water (12 ac-ft/yr CU) the applicant has purchased from the SMID 
water bank. To maintain flexibility during buildout of the Project, the Applicant has requested 
that the total water use is limited to the consumptive use quantities purchased from SMID. 
Applying 30% consumptive use on all water uses except the truck wash (which is assumed to be 
100% consumptive) equates to a total water use of 35.5 ac-ft/yr . The applicant understands 
that the water right certificate will be limited to beneficial use perfected during the 
development schedule and that excess consumptive quantities will not be available for 
reallocation until certification of the water right is complete. 
 

 
NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION OF PROJECT: 

The requestor proposes to offset the 12 ac-ft/yr of consumptive use for the project (commercial 
travel plaza) with 12 ac-ft/yr of mitigation water acquired from Trust Water Right No. S4-84594-
J.  
 
The proposed place of use consists of approximately 90 acres located approximately 2 miles 
northeast of the City of Wapato within the W½ and S½ of Section 1, Township 11 North, Range 
19 E.W.M. The property is bounded to the south by I-82 and to the northwest by Donald-
Wapato Road.  
 
As documented in the 2021 Change ROE, mitigation from the CS4-84594-J is available from 
Yakima River Mile 107.5 (Union Gap) downstream to the Bonneville Dam on the Columbia River. 
The proposed place of use under this application is located 2,000 feet east of Yakima River Mile 
100.25, which is within the mitigated reach. 
 
Groundwater for the project will come from the unconfined alluvial aquifer that is laterally 
extensive across the project area. Groundwater level monitoring completed on the property’s 
historical irrigation well confirmed that the alluvial aquifer is in high hydraulic continuity with 
the nearby reach of the Yakima River. Copies of the Phase 1 Technical Memorandum are 
available on request from Ecology.  
 
Based on review of the available information and understanding of the site-specific 
considerations, we conclude that groundwater from the source aquifer is physically available for 
appropriation and in direct hydraulic continuity with the mainstem Yakima River. Therefore, 
mitigation from the SMID water bank is sufficient to offset consumptive use impacts to the 
Yakima River and Total Water Supply Available (TWSA) for the proposed project, and no 
impairment of senior water users, surface water, or ESA-listed species will occur. 

 
 

 



 


