
WATER TRANSFER WORKING GROUP PROJECT DESCRIPTION 
 

APPLICATION NO. or COURT CLAIM NO. 
Adjudicated Certificate S4-83022-J 
APPLICANT NAME 
Washington Water Trust on behalf of 
Church of Jesus Christ L.D.S. 

PRIORITY DATE 
June 30, 1906 

WATER BANK 
N/A 

Trust Water Rights No. 
T.B.D. 

 
SOURCE 
Big Creek and 2 Spring Fed Ponds 

PURPOSE of USE: 
Irrigation of up to 85 acres and stock 
water 

INSTANTANEOUS QUANTITY: 
1.72 cfs (1.7 cfs for irrigation and 0.02 cfs 
for stock water) 

ANNUAL QUANTITY: 
409 ac-ft/yr 

PLACE OF USE: 
Current: That part of Section 21, T. 20 N., R. 14 E.W.M. lying northeasterly of 
Interstate Highway 90, south of the Yakima River and east of Big Creek, EXCEPT the 
east 650 feet thereof. 
Proposed Trust Water: Up to 1.7 cfs, 78.90 af/year of primary reach water within Big 
creek downstream from the current point of diversion to the Yakima River, and 
additionally in the Yakima River downstream to the Columbia River for up to .35 cfs 
and 59.17 af of consumptive use water associated with 34 acres of pasture hay (subject 
to 90.030.380). 
 

 
 

CONSUMPTIVE USE CALCULATION: 
Although irrigation of 85 acres was confirmed under adjudicated certificate (S4-83022-
J), a review of aerial imagery confirmed evidence of up to 34 irrigated acres (Exhibit 2). 
Calculations for consumptive water use from May 1- September 1 are based on the 
1985 Washington Irrigation Guide (WIG) for Pasture/Turf in the Cle Elum Area and 
Washington, Department of Ecology Publication 20-11-076: Determining Irrigation 
Efficiency and Consumptive Use based on an irrigation efficiency of 65% and 
application loss of 10%.  
 
The resulting irrigation consumptive use quantity is: 

• 59.17 acre-feet per year 
• Peak July consumptive demand of 0.346 cfs 

 
Stockwater (0.02 cfs) is authorized under the certificate but is not included in the 
irrigation consumptive use calculation and will be evaluated during trust processing 
based on evidence of historical use. 
 

 
  



NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION OF PROJECT: 
This project proposes the permanent acquisition of adjudicated Certificate S4-83022-J 
for transfer to the Trust Water Rights Program. The certificate authorizes irrigation of 
up to 85 acres and stockwater use at a maximum instantaneous rate of 1.72 cfs and 409 
acre-feet per year. 
 
Up to 78.90 acre-feet per year of primary reach water will remain instream in Big 
Creek from the point of diversion to its confluence with the Yakima River. In addition, 
59.17 acre-feet per year of consumptive use water associated with 34 irrigated acres 
will be protected instream in the Yakima River downstream to the Columbia River. 
 
As a post-1905 certificate, the water right is subject to curtailment during water-short 
years. A review of curtailment history from 1995–2021 indicates curtailment occurred 
in approximately 45% of years and 28% of irrigation-season days. While this right is 
curtailed in dry years, the right is fully exercisable during non-curtailed periods. 
Permanent transfer to the Trust Water Rights Program will ensure that water remains 
instream during all periods when the right would otherwise be diverted. 
 
Ensign Ranch will transition from diverting native Big Creek surface water to 
receiving deliveries from the Kittitas Reclamation District (KRD). Although KRD 
water will be conveyed down Big Creek to serve the property, the source water 
originates from Lake Easton and the broader KRD supply and is contract water 
independent of Certificate S4-83022-J. Diversions from Big Creek will occur only 
when KRD water is being delivered. 
 
Ensign Ranch has obtained KRD assessed acres through the District’s 
Inclusion/Exclusion Policy. These assessed acres replace acreage being removed from 
production elsewhere within the District and therefore do not increase total KRD 
assessed acreage or overall consumptive demand. The project replaces diversion of 
native Big Creek water with KRD contract water and permanently retires the 
underlying surface water right to trust, ensuring that historic diversion of native Big 
Creek water will not resume. 
 
Since 2015, KRD has supplemented flows in Big Creek during portions of the 
irrigation season. However, supplementation does not provide a permanent instream 
water right. Transfer of this certificate secures a perpetual, legally protected instream 
benefit independent of KRD operations. 
 
The project also anticipates installation of a NMFS-compliant fish screen at the point 
of diversion. Although not required for the transfer itself, this improvement further 
supports fish protection consistent with basin restoration objectives.This action 
complements other restoration efforts in Big Creek to support salmon recovery. 
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EXHIBIT NO.1 – Map of the Project Area 
 

 
 
 
 
 
  



EXHIBIT NO. 2 – Irrigation Delineation 

 
 
  



EXHIBIT NO. 3 –Water Right 

 





 


