2026-06
WATER TRANSFER WORKING GROUP PROJECT DESCRIPTION

APPLICATION NO./COURT CLAIM NO.
00456 / S4-83026-J; 00353 / S4-83027-]

APPLICANT NAME CONTACT NAME TELEPHONE NO.

Washington Dept. of Ecology; Kelsey Collins 509-731-0976;

Trout Unlimited Michael Horner; 509-881-5464
Justin Bezold

WATER RIGHT HOLDER’S NAME (if different) EMAIL

Dave and Marilyn Lund, et al.

DATE OF APPLICATION PRIORITY DATE

24-Apr-2026 June 30, 1887

WATER SOURCE: CROP:

Big Creek Clover/timothy hay mix

INSTANTANEOUS QUANTITY: ANNUAL QUANTITY:

0.66 —0.70 cfs Up to 60.06 ac-ft

PERIOD OF USE:

May 1 —Sep 1, 2026

PLACE OF USE: PURPOSE OF USE:
Irrigation (current)

Big Creek and Yakima River Fisheries and streamflow benefits (proposed)

IRRIGATION METHOD:

Center pivot sprinklers with end gun(s)

CONSUMPTIVE USE CALCULATION:

Ecology reviewed a consumptive use spreadsheet from Trout Unlimited showing acreage (33), efficiency
used (70%; higher than court awarded due to change in irrigation method), miscellaneous evaporation
(10%), crop irrigation requirements by month for nearest WIG site (Cle Elum).

Total consumptive use is 60.06 ac-ft and monthly is as follows:
April: 0.00 / May: 0.00 / June: 11.13 / July: 21.50 / August: 15.90 / September: 11.53

NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION OF PROJECT:

On April 8, 2025, the Washington Department of Ecology (“Ecology”) declared a drought emergency in
the Yakima River Basin. The declaration determined that projected water supply represents an extreme
departure from normal with hardship conditions for fish, instream flow, and agriculture. Ongoing impacts
from the 2025 drought are carrying over into 2026. On March 5, 2006, the US Bureau of Reclamation
estimated that the total water supply available (TWSA) for 1905-priority water rights will be prorationed at
44% on April 1, 2026. As of April 24, 2026 the NRCS snotel webmap shows the Upper Yakima River
Subbasin at 25% of median snowpack for the 30-years of record (1991 — 2020). The low snowpack and
ongoing drought conditions suggest late season tributary streamflow will suffer.

In April 2026 a Big Creek water user (“Lund”), Ecology, and Trout Unlimited (““TU”) agreed to enter into
an agreement to lease consumptive use water that was made available through fallowing of 33 acres. The
acreage is a mix of clover and timothy hay and would have been irrigated by center pivots from May 1
through September 1, 2026. Water leased will be attributable to instream benefits in Big Creek from the
point of diversion to the Yakima River, a distance of approximately 2.2 miles. Once in the Yakima River,
Ecology and the US Bureau of Reclamation will manage the water to the benefit of fish and total water
supply available in coordination with Yakama Nation and the SOAC.
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