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Appendix C: Housing element policy examples 
The Department of Commerce has collected a variety of housing element policies as examples. The policies 

are arranged by topic and then arranged from strong policies to softer, longer-range policies. See where in 

the range your community would fit within the ranking of the policies, based on their strength. 

 Preservation 

 Maintenance and code enforcement 

 Variety of housing types 

 ADUs, tiny homes and manufactured homes 

 Infill development and density near places of opportunity 

 Home ownership 

 

 Accommodate growth 

 

 Housing location and transportation and land use 

 Location of affordable housing 

 Jobs/housing balance 

 Infrastructure 

 College housing 

 Rural and farmworker housing 

 Affordable and subsidized housing 

 Incentives or requirements 

 Funding or financing 

 Prevent barriers 

 Vulnerable populations and homelessness 

 Special-needs housing 

 Homeless focus 

 Aging adult focus 

 Surplus land and nonprofit housing 

 Equity, displacement and integration 

 

 Regional coordination and fair share 

 

 Design and development standards 

 Sustainable housing 

 Historic preservation 

 Tracking and monitoring 
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PRESERVATION 
Policy text quote Source 

Continue to fund the repair and rehabilitation of single-family and multi-family housing 
using federal, state, and local funding sources.   

Public Service Policy PS8.1, Olympia 
Comprehensive Plan, 2019 

Coordinate with local organizations and agencies to provide sufficient and affordable 
home maintenance and support services.   

Housing Element - Goal H-3, Policy A, 
Program 2, City of Ellensburg 
Comprehensive Plan, 2019 

Pursue public-private partnerships to preserve existing affordable housing stock and 
develop additional units.   

Housing Element Policy H20, Shoreline 
Comprehensive Plan, 2012 

In conjunction with public and private housing providers, the City should identify and 
encourage preservation of affordable units in publicly assisted (subsidized) housing 
developments that are at risk of converting to market rate housing.   

Housing Element Policy 4.2.1, Mount 
Vernon Comprehensive Plan, 2016 

Promote the maintenance, repair, and rehabilitation of the City’s existing housing stock. 
Pursue financial incentives and funding for housing improvement programs, especially 
for low-income households.    

Housing Policy H-2.2, Prosser 
Comprehensive Plan, 2018 

Encourage and support efforts to maintain opportunities for lower-cost housing where 
relatively affordable housing exists through preservation or other efforts and 
particularly in centers where most redevelopment pressure will occur.   

Housing Policy HO-41, Redmond 
Comprehensive Plan, 2011 

Encourage homeowners to take advantage of existing maintenance and preservation 
programs, services, and resources including the Wenatchee Housing Rehabilitation 
Loan Program.   

Housing Element – Maintenance & 
Preservation: Policy 3, Wenatchee Urban 
Area Comprehensive Plan, 2014 

Encourage the rehabilitation, relocation and reuse, rather than demolition, of existing 
housing.   

Housing Chapter Policy H-34, Bellingham 
Comprehensive Plan, 2016 

 
NOTE: Be careful of policy language that is about protecting character or seems exclusionary.   
 

Maintenance and code enforcement 
Policy text quote Source 

Enforce the City's Rental Registration and Safety Inspection Program to ensure that 
rental housing units comply with life and fire safety standards and provide a safe place 
for tenants to live.   

Housing Chapter Policy H-30, Bellingham 
Comprehensive Plan, 2016 

Develop minimum property maintenance standards to ensure the safety and suitability 
of existing housing stock.   

Housing Element Policy 2.2, Walla Walla 
Comprehensive Plan, 2018 
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VARIETY OF HOUSING TYPES  
Policy text quote Source 

Accommodate changing demographic trends and housing preferences by allowing 
accessory units, co-housing, and other nontraditional housing types in appropriate 
locations.   

Housing Element Policy H-3.3, Yakima 
Horizon 2040, 2017 

Provide incentives for developers that include a mix of housing types within new 
housing developments such as a broader assortment of housing sizes, accessory 
apartments, duplexes, etc.   

Housing Element Policy H-3.6, Yakima 
Horizon 2040, 2017 

Develop and implement regulations that encourage diversity of new housing types and 
expand housing choices throughout Wenatchee.   

Housing Element – Housing Affordability: 
Policy 1, Wenatchee Urban Area 
Comprehensive Plan, 2014 

Ensure policies, codes and ordinances allow for a compatible mix of uses and housing 
types in neighborhoods.   

Housing Element Policy H-3.1, Yakima 
Horizon 2040, 2017 

Allow a variety of housing types to meet needs of households of varying sizes, income 
levels and preferences. Create regulations that allow alternatives to single-family 
detached housing such as attached housing, townhomes, cottage or cluster housing, 
accessory dwelling units, manufactured housing, floating homes, housing in multiuse 
projects, and other innovative housing types.    

Housing Policy HO-6, Ridgefield 
Comprehensive Plan, 2016 

Support variable lot sizes in new subdivisions and housing type diversity within 
development projects.   

Housing Element – Housing Equity: Policy 
3, Wenatchee Urban Area Comprehensive 
Plan, 2014 

Provide an array of housing choices such as apartments, small lot single-family 
housing, accessory dwelling units, townhomes, manufactured homes, and cottages to 
meet the needs of people of all incomes throughout their lifespan.  

Housing Element Policy 1.1, Walla Walla 
Comprehensive Plan, 2018 

Provide for a range of housing types and densities for all economic segments of the 
population. Encourage equal and fair access to housing for renters and homeowners.   

Housing Policy H-1, Vancouver 
Comprehensive Plan, 2011 

Promote a wide range of housing types and housing diversity to meet the needs of the 
diverse population and ensure that this housing is available throughout the community 
for people of all income levels and special needs.   

Housing Element Policy H 1.18, Spokane 
Comprehensive Plan, 2017 

 

ADUs, tiny homes and manufactured homes  
Policy text quote Source 

Support the creation and preservation of manufactured home parks as an important 
source of affordable housing in the city.    

Housing Element – Maintenance & 
Preservation: Policy 5, Wenatchee Urban 
Area Comprehensive Plan, 2014 
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Policy text quote Source 

Allow one accessory dwelling unit as an ancillary use to single-family homes in all 
designated residential areas as an affordable housing option.    

Housing Element Policy H 1.20, Spokane 
Comprehensive Plan, 2017 

Promote the development of accessory dwelling units (ADUs) within new and existing 
single-family developments. Consider incentives for new housing developments that 
include a percentage of ADUs as part of the new construction, as well as explore 
opportunities to promote ADU construction in existing homes.   

Housing Policy HO-32, Redmond 
Comprehensive Plan, 2011 

Integrate smaller housing types, such as cottages, duplexes, townhouses, and 
accessory dwelling units, into residential neighborhoods.   

Housing Element Policy H-1.3, Anacortes 
Comprehensive Plan, 2016 

Facilitate lifecycle or “cradle to grave” neighborhoods and community stability by 
promoting alternative living arrangements such as accessory dwelling units (ADUs), 
shared housing, cohousing, and smaller housing types.   

Housing Element – Housing Equity: Policy 
2, Wenatchee Urban Area Comprehensive 
Plan, 2014 

Allow development of single-room occupancy units in downtown Spokane and in other 
areas where high-density housing is permitted.    

Housing Element Policy H 1.21, Spokane 
Comprehensive Plan, 2017 

Consider the potential for development of tiny houses in selected areas of the city.    
Housing Element Policy H-1.4, Anacortes 
Comprehensive Plan, 2016 

Consider regulations that would allow cottage housing in residential areas, and revise 
the Development Code to allow and create standards for a wider variety of housing 
styles.   

Housing Element Policy H6, Shoreline 
Comprehensive Plan, 2012 

Encourage demonstration projects of innovative housing types or programs, such as 
co-housing, tiny houses, or others.    

Housing Element Policy H-1.9, Anacortes 
Comprehensive Plan, 2016 

 
NOTE: Manufactured homes must be allowed on all lots. Manufactured housing must not be regulated differently from site-built 
housing, but jurisdictions may require certain standards. Jurisdictions may not use setbacks limits to prohibit placement of a 
manufactured home on an existing lot. See RCW 35A.21.312, RCW 35A.63.145, RCW 35.63.160-161, RCW 36.01.225 and RCW 
35.21.684. 

 

Infill development and density near places of opportunity 
Policy text quote Source 

Actively support residential rehabilitation and infill. Incentives such as reduction of 
System Development Charges (SDC) and Traffic Impact Fees (TIF) for infill projects 
can ease the financial burden of such developments enough to make these profitable 
and attractive for developers. The City can also actively seek grants and funding from 
State and Federal sources to partially subsidize development or redevelopment of infill 
lots.    

Housing Policy HO-9, Ridgefield 
Comprehensive Plan, 2016 

Promote residential development of infill sites throughout the urban area by increasing 
densities where appropriate.    

Housing Element – Housing Affordability: 
Policy 3, Wenatchee Urban Area 
Comprehensive Plan, 2014 
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Policy text quote Source 

Encourage residential infill development on existing lots in the City, including the 
preparation of an inventory of potentially available lots with utilities, adoption of a zone 
code amendment that facilitates development of substandard lots for infill residential 
development, and amendments to appropriate codes to simplify and encourage 
consolidation of substandard lots to facilitate residential infill.    

Housing Element Policy Implementation 
4.3, Fife Comprehensive Plan, 2005 

Encourage infill as a redevelopment concept. Appropriate development regulations that 
accomplish infill should consider: 1. The Impact on older/existing neighborhoods; 2. 
Development that is compatible with the surrounding residential density, housing types, 
affordability or use characteristics; 3. Encouragement of affordable units; 4. The 
provision of development standards and processes for infill regardless of the sector 
(public, not-for-profit, or public sectors) creating it; and, 5. Compatibility with historic 
properties and historic districts.   

Housing Element Policy H-3.2, Yakima 
Horizon 2040, 2017 

Encourage infill housing on vacant or underutilized parcels having adequate services, 
and ensure that the infill development is compatible with surrounding neighborhoods.   

Housing Element Policy 2.1.1, Mount 
Vernon Comprehensive Plan, 2016 

Consider adopting regulations such as flexible lot sizes that encourage infill 
development on small lots consistent with the neighborhood’s character.    

Housing Element Policy 2.1.3, Mount 
Vernon Comprehensive Plan, 2016 

Review commercial zoning regulations that require commercial development along 
with residential development. Consider adding criteria that would allow, in certain 
circumstances, residential uses to develop independently or within commercial flex 
space.    

Housing Chapter Policy H-6, Bellingham 
Comprehensive Plan, 2016 

Encourage increased density residential development in mixed-use and town center 
zones, especially those located within the City’s Regional Growth Center, subject to 
compliance with appropriate development and design standards. Discourage or 
prohibit new detached single-family dwellings in these areas to promote more intensive 
use of commercial and mixed-use properties in order to accommodate an increasing 
share of the City’s anticipated future population growth.    

Housing Element Policy HS2D, University 
Place Comprehensive Plan, 2015 

 

HOME OWNERSHIP 
Policy text quote Source 

Create opportunities for ownership housing in a variety of settings, styles, sizes and 
affordability levels throughout Redmond.  

Housing Policy HO-12, Redmond 
Comprehensive Plan, 2011 

Provide information to residents, including underserved populations, on affordable 
housing opportunities and first-time homeownership programs.   

Housing Chapter Policy H-23, Bellingham 
Comprehensive Plan, 2016 

Help low-income and special needs residents find ways to purchase housing, such as 
shared or limited-equity housing, lease-purchase options, co-housing, land trusts, and 
cooperatives.   

Public Service Policy PS9.6, Olympia 
Comprehensive Plan, 2019 
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Policy text quote Source 

Encourage existing housing providers and private lenders to provide homebuyer 
education seminars for potential first-time homebuyers; include outreach to current 
renters.    

Housing Element Policy YKH 1.2, Yakima 
Horizon 2040, 2017 

Promote opportunities for home ownership and owner occupancy of single- and 
multifamily housing.   

Housing Policy H-7, Vancouver 
Comprehensive Plan, 2011 

Explore with the County, other local jurisdictions, and private lending institutions the 
availability and enhancement of educational programs for first time homebuyers.    

Housing Element Policy 4.3.5, Mount 
Vernon Comprehensive Plan, 2016 

 

ACCOMMODATE GROWTH 
Policy text quote Source 

Support increasing housing densities through the well-designed, efficient, and cost-
effective use of buildable land, consistent with environmental constraints and 
affordability. Use both incentives and regulations, such as minimum and maximum 
density limits, to achieve such efficient use.   

Housing Policy PL16.1, Olympia 
Comprehensive Plan, 2019 

Provide a continuous and adequate supply of residential land to meet long-range 
multifamily and single-family housing needs for the City’s anticipated population 
growth. The City shall adopt policies and regulations to meet the following objectives:  

 New overall density target of six units per net acre.  

 No more than 75% of new houses shall be of a single housing type.  

 A minimum density of four units per net acre (10,890 sq. ft. average lot size) 
for single-family dwellings in any single development.    
 

Housing Policy HO-1, Ridgefield 
Comprehensive Plan, 2016 

Prohibit any rezone that results in a reduction in residential capacity without first 
approving another rezone or rezones, resulting in at least a replacement of the lost 
residential capacity elsewhere in the city.   

Housing Policy HO-17, Redmond 
Comprehensive Plan, 2011 

Consider the impacts on Citywide housing capacity, affordability and diversity when 
making land use policy decisions and code amendments.   

Housing Chapter Policy H-13, Bellingham 
Comprehensive Plan, 2016 

Consider minimum density requirements for residential zones and commercial zones 
where residential development is allowed. 

Housing Chapter Policy H-5, Bellingham 
Comprehensive Plan, 2016 

Promote a mix of new residential units and use other strategies that are designed to at 
a minimum meet the targets called for in the King County Countywide Comprehensive 
Planning Policies for creating residences that are affordable to low- and moderate-
income households.   

Housing Policy HO-2, Redmond 
Comprehensive Plan, 2011 
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HOUSING LOCATION AND TRANSPORTATION AND LAND USE 
Policy text quote Source 

Direct new residential development into areas where community and human public 
services and facilities are available.   

Housing Element Policy H 1.4, Spokane 
Comprehensive Plan, 2017 

Ensure that plans provide increased physical connection between housing, 
employment, transportation, recreation, daily-needs services, and educational uses.    

Housing Element Policy H 2.4, Spokane 
Comprehensive Plan, 2017 

Provide for development of multifamily housing in areas close to shopping, 
employment, services and public transportation.   

Housing Element Policy H-1.7, Anacortes 
Comprehensive Plan, 2016 

Create opportunities for housing developments to be easily accessible from both 
vehicle and bike/ped transportation corridors.    

Housing Policy H-5.5, Prosser 
Comprehensive Plan, 2018 

Support high-density and mixed commercial/residential development in the City's 
urban villages, high capacity transit corridors connecting the villages and other 
appropriate areas that allow people to work, shop and recreate near where they live.   

Housing Chapter Policy H-1, Bellingham 
Comprehensive Plan, 2016 

Encourage and provide incentives for residences above businesses.   
Housing Policy PL16.8, Olympia 
Comprehensive Plan, 2019 

Encourage residential development in commercial and mixed use zones, especially 
those within proximity to transit.   

Housing Element - Goal H-2, Policy B, City 
of Ellensburg Comprehensive Plan, 2019 

Promote accessible and affordable housing in areas that are close to services and the 
rest of the community.   

Housing Element - Goal H-3, Policy A, 
Program 1, City of Ellensburg 
Comprehensive Plan, 2019 

Consider the impacts of transportation costs on housing affordability and accessibility 
of services and other opportunities when planning for housing.   

Housing Chapter Policy H-17, Bellingham 
Comprehensive Plan, 2016 

Increase the supply of affordable rental and ownership housing that is context 
sensitive throughout the City, especially in areas with good access to transit, 
employment, education and services.   

Housing Chapter Policy H-16, Bellingham 
Comprehensive Plan, 2016 

Jobs/housing balance 
Policy text quote Source 

Ensure an appropriate supply and mix of housing and affordability levels to meet the 
needs of people who work and desire to live in Redmond, especially near existing and 
planned employment centers, such as Downtown, Overlake and SE Redmond.   

Housing Policy HO-18, Redmond 
Comprehensive Plan, 2011 

Encourage development of housing at pricing levels affordable for workers in a variety 
of sectors in Ridgefield, to increase the percentage of people who work in Ridgefield 
that can also find suitable housing in Ridgefield. Work with employers to promote 
residential options in Ridgefield to their employees, and to understand the housing 
needs of their employees.   

Housing Policy HO-5, Ridgefield 
Comprehensive Plan, 2016 
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Policy text quote Source 

Encourage the creation of mixed-use areas throughout the City characterized by living 
wage jobs, mixed income housing, and ample public open spaces all within a walkable 
urban context.    

Housing Element Policy 3.1.1, Mount 
Vernon Comprehensive Plan, 2016 

Encourage Redmond employers to develop employer-assisted housing programs and 
provide technical assistance to employers wishing to obtain information on model 
programs.   

Housing Policy HO-20, Redmond 
Comprehensive Plan, 2011 

 

Location of affordable housing 
Policy text quote Source 

Locate affordable housing throughout the city and especially in areas with good access 
to transit, employment, education, and shopping.   

Housing Element Policy H-3.5, Anacortes 
Comprehensive Plan, 2016 

Integrate housing for lower and moderate income households and those with special 
needs into a variety of geographical locations throughout the city.   

Housing Element Policy 2.1, Walla Walla 
Comprehensive Plan, 2018 

 
Note: Policy choices may include providing affordable housing in a variety of locations around the city, preferably with a special focus 
on areas close to transit and other services. Be careful of language that may seem exclusionary or “not in my backyard” (NIMBY).  
 

INFRASTRUCTURE  
Policy text quote Source 

Provide physical infrastructure, recreational and cultural amenities, and educational 
facilities in Downtown and Overlake to support the creation of attractive neighborhoods 
for residents of all ages, incomes and household types.   

Housing Policy HO-16, Redmond 
Comprehensive Plan, 2011 

Support public and private investment in improved infrastructure and amenities in 
existing neighborhoods, particularly in areas with high concentrations of low-income 
housing.    

Housing Chapter Policy H-29, Bellingham 
Comprehensive Plan, 2016 

Leverage private investment in distressed neighborhoods through strategic 
infrastructure and service improvements.   

Housing Element – Maintenance & 
Preservation: Policy 4, Wenatchee Urban 
Area Comprehensive Plan, 2014 

Work closely with local governments and the private sector to extend infrastructure 
and provide other services to accommodate residential growth, particularly in Urban, 
Rural Settlement and Rural Transitional areas which are suitable for higher density 
development.   

Housing Element Policy H-1.5, Yakima 
Horizon 2040, 2017 
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College housing  
Policy text quote Source 

Work with local institutions of higher education to develop a comprehensive strategy 
addressing issues associated with off-campus student housing, including adequate 
off-campus housing that is high quality and compatible with its surroundings (see Land 
Use Chapter).   

Housing Chapter Policy H-43, Bellingham 
Comprehensive Plan, 2016 

 

Rural and farmworker housing  
Policy text quote Source 

Continue to allow seasonal and accessory farm worker accommodations in rural and 
agricultural resource areas, with the requirement that one or more persons in each 
household must be employed by the property owner.   

Housing Element Policy H-7.1, Yakima 
Horizon 2040, 2017 

Work with the agricultural community to develop criteria and a process for siting 
permanent and migrant farm worker housing in rural and agricultural resource areas 
with consideration given to neighborhood and project security, health and sanitation, 
availability of public services, access, child care, and the availability of affordable 
housing in a nearby urban area.   

Housing Element Policy H-7.2, Yakima 
Horizon 2040, 2017 

Provide a siting process to expedite farm worker housing projects using preapproved 
designs for housing of both temporary and permanent farm workers employed by the 
property owner.  

Housing Element Policy H-7.3, Yakima 
Horizon 2040, 2017 

Continue to work with state and local agencies to remove barriers to providing 
farmworker housing, and explore innovative approaches to meeting farm worker 
housing needs.    

Housing Element Policy H-7.4, Yakima 
Horizon 2040, 2017 

New, residential construction adjacent to designated forest, agricultural or mineral 
resource lands should be designed and sited to reduce potential conflicts between 
residents and adjacent resource lands.    

Housing Element Policy H-5.1, Yakima 
Horizon 2040, 2017 

 

Housing in designated agriculture, mineral or forest lands should be considered 
secondary to the primary use of those areas.   

Housing Element Policy H-5.2, Yakima 
Horizon 2040, 2017 

 

AFFORDABLE OR SUBSIDIZED HOUSING  
Policy text quote Source 

Develop and implement a detailed affordable housing program that identifies specific 
actions to increase the supply of housing that is affordable to low to middle-income 
individuals and families.    

Housing Element Policy H-3.10, Anacortes 
Comprehensive Plan, 2016 
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Policy text quote Source 

Provide affordable housing by formulating innovative policies, regulations and 
practices, and establishing secure funding mechanisms. Target affordability programs 
toward households with incomes below the median.    

Housing Policy H-2, Vancouver 
Comprehensive Plan, 2011 

Achieve a minimum of 25 percent of the Pierce County 2030 growth population 
allocation for University Place through affordable housing -- consistent with CPP AH-
3.3.    

Housing Element Policy HS3E, University 
Place Comprehensive Plan, 2015 

Develop meaningful, measurable goals and strategies that promote the development of 
affordable workforce housing to meet local needs and monitor progress toward 
meeting those goals.    

Housing Element Policy H-3.2, Anacortes 
Comprehensive Plan, 2016 

Participate in and promote the development of educational resources and programs 
that assist low and moderate-income households in obtaining affordable and suitable 
housing.   

Housing Element Policy H 1.5, Spokane 
Comprehensive Plan, 2017 

Where affordable housing is proposed together with market rate housing, affordable 
housing units should be comparable in design, integrated into the whole development, 
and should match the tenure of the whole development.   

Housing Element Policy 4.1.5, Mount 
Vernon Comprehensive Plan, 2016 

Support both rental and ownership forms of affordable housing in a variety of types 
and sizes.    

Housing Element Policy H-3.4, Anacortes 
Comprehensive Plan, 2016 

 

Incentives or requirements  
Policy text quote Source 

Include a percentage of affordable housing within all new developments that include 
housing.  

Housing Element Policy H 1.8, Spokane 
Comprehensive Plan, 2017 

As part of any rezone that increases residential capacity, consider requiring a portion of 
units to be affordable to low- and moderate-income households.  

Housing Policy HO-38, Redmond 
Comprehensive Plan, 2011 

Maintain and explore enhancing regulatory incentives to encourage the production and 
preservation of affordable ownership and rental housing such as through density 
bonuses, impact fee reductions, permit fast-tracking, or other methods.   

Housing Element Policy 4.1.6, Mount 
Vernon Comprehensive Plan, 2016 

Provide incentives including density bonuses, parking reductions, and flexible design 
standards to developments that include a percentage of affordable units to households 
at 30%, 50%, and 80% of median income.    

Housing Element – Housing Affordability: 
Policy 2, Wenatchee Urban Area 
Comprehensive Plan, 2014 

Offer exemptions or reduced impact fees for construction of affordable housing units 
in qualifying developments.   

Housing Policy HO-49, Redmond 
Comprehensive Plan, 2011 

Create meaningful incentives to facilitate development of affordable housing in both 
residential and commercial zones, including consideration of exemptions from certain 

Housing Element Policy H7, Shoreline 
Comprehensive Plan, 2012 
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Policy text quote Source 

development standards in instances where strict application would make incentives 
infeasible.    

Evaluate the adoption of zoning regulations targeted at otherwise market-rate 
developments that require or incentivize a minimum percentage of new dwelling units 
and/or lots that are created (whether multi-family or single-family) be income 
restricted.  

Housing Element Policy 4.1.1, Mount 
Vernon Comprehensive Plan, 2016 

Explore a variety and combination of incentives to encourage market rate and non-
profit developers to build more units with deeper levels of affordability.   

Housing Element Policy H8, Shoreline 
Comprehensive Plan, 2012 

Consider developing an inclusionary zoning program as a means of increasing the 
City’s affordable housing supply.    

Housing Element Policy H-3.7, Anacortes 
Comprehensive Plan, 2016 

Require that affordable housing achieved through public incentives or assistance 
remains affordable for the longest possible term.    

Housing Element Policy H-38, Anacortes 
Comprehensive Plan, 2016 

Consider mandating an affordability component in Light Rail Station Areas or other 
Transit-Oriented Communities.   

Housing Element Policy H18, Shoreline 
Comprehensive Plan, 2012 

Consider revising the Property Tax Exemption (PTE) incentive to include an 
affordability requirement in areas of Shoreline where it is not currently required, and 
incorporate tiered levels so that a smaller percentage of units would be required if they 
were affordable to lower income households.    

Housing Element Policy H13, Shoreline 
Comprehensive Plan, 2012 

 

Funding or financing 
Policy text quote Source 

Develop a housing assistance program that helps homeowners with low incomes with 
small remodeling projects to improve weatherization, increase sustainability, and 
provide accommodations for disabilities.   

Housing Element Policy 2.7, Walla Walla 
Comprehensive Plan, 2018 

Maintain a City housing trust fund for low- and moderate-income housing that is based 
on the number of affordable units needs to serve Redmond’s projected population and 
job growth changes.  

Housing Policy HO-51, Redmond 
Comprehensive Plan, 2011 

Consider a housing levy to provide ongoing funding for affordable housing.   
Housing Element Policy H-3.6, Anacortes 
Comprehensive Plan, 2016 

Help educate builders about the availability of funding and incentive programs to 
promote the construction of affordable housing in Redmond.   

Housing Policy HO-47, Redmond 
Comprehensive Plan, 2011 

Use all available federal, state and county programs, as well as private and nonprofit 
options for financing affordable housing.   

Housing Policy HO-53, Redmond 
Comprehensive Plan, 2011 
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Policy text quote Source 

Support the development of affordable housing development funding sources.   
Housing Element Policy H 1.12, Spokane 
Comprehensive Plan, 2017 

Support and expand low-income housing programs and public funding (e.g., the 
Housing Levy and HUD entitlement funds).   

Housing Chapter Policy H-22, Bellingham 
Comprehensive Plan, 2016 

Advocate for regional and state initiatives to increase funding for affordable housing.    
Housing Chapter Policy H-27, Bellingham 
Comprehensive Plan, 2016 

 

Prevent barriers 
Policy text quote Source 

Continue streamlining the regulatory review and building permit process and reviewing 
the cost of infrastructure improvements and their impact on housing costs.   

Housing Chapter Policy H-24, Bellingham 
Comprehensive Plan, 2016 

Periodically review and update the City's residential zoning regulations and design 
standards to promote quality development with timely and predictable outcomes.    

Housing Chapter Policy H-44, Bellingham 
Comprehensive Plan, 2016 

Ensure that policies, codes and procedures do not create barriers to affordable housing 
opportunities. Ensure that existing regulations, procedures or practices do not increase 
the cost of housing without a corresponding public benefit. Strive to increase benefits 
to the community while lowering housing costs by periodically reviewing, at a 
minimum, the following areas for possible revision or amendment: 

 Comprehensive plan policies 

 Zoning and subdivision regulation 

 Infrastructure requirements  

 Development standards 

 Building and fire codes 

 Administrative procedures 

 Processing times 

 Fees and exactions 

 Inspection procedures    
 

Housing Element Policy HS3M, University 
Place Comprehensive Plan, 2015 

Craft regulations and procedures to provide a high degree of certainty and 
predictability to applicants and the community-at-large to minimize unnecessary time 
delays in the review of residential, permits applications, while still maintaining 
opportunities for public involvement and review.    

Housing Policy HO-29, Redmond 
Comprehensive Plan, 2011 

Evaluate barriers to achieving increased density in multifamily residential and mixed 
use zones and revise regulations if appropriate.   

Housing Element Policy H-1.6, Anacortes 
Comprehensive Plan, 2016 

Consider housing cost and supply implications of proposed regulations and 
procedures.   

Housing Element Policy H4, Shoreline 
Comprehensive Plan, 2012 

Consider modifying codes to maximize economical wood frame construction.    
Housing Chapter Policy H-8, Bellingham 
Comprehensive Plan, 2016 
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Policy text quote Source 

Minimize unnecessary housing development costs through regulations and standards 
contained in the Zoning Code and other City regulatory documents that are balanced 
with and maintained in concert with public safety considerations and all other goals of 
the Comprehensive Plan and Zoning Code.   

Housing Policy HO-48, Redmond 
Comprehensive Plan, 2011 

 

VULNERABLE POPULATIONS AND HOMELESSNESS  
Policy text quote Source 

Coordinate and collaborate with private agencies to ensure housing for people with 
special needs including seniors, people with physical and developmental limitation, 
victims of domestic violence, and homeless individuals and families.  

Housing Element Policy 1.5, Walla Walla 
Comprehensive Plan, 2018 

Continue to encourage and support the development of emergency, transitional and 
permanent supportive housing with appropriate on-site services for people with special 
needs and the homeless throughout the City and county. Moving people into 
permanent housing as quickly as possible should be a priority.   

Housing Chapter Policy H-50, Bellingham 
Comprehensive Plan, 2016 

Develop or amend and support codes and ordinances that allow for a continuum of 
care and housing opportunities for special needs populations in the same manner as 
standard housing.  

Housing Element Policy H-2.1, Yakima 
Horizon 2040, 2017 

Encourage opportunities for assisted housing for people with special needs by: a. 
Adopting land use policies and regulations that treat government-assisted housing and 
other low-income housing the same as housing of a similar size and density; b. 
Permitting group living situations, including those where residents receive such 
supportive services as counseling, foster care or medical supervision in accordance 
with State and Federal Laws; and, c. Encouraging developers and owners of assisted 
housing units to undertake activities to establish and maintain positive relationships 
with neighbors.    

Housing Element Policy 5.1.1, Mount 
Vernon Comprehensive Plan, 2016 

Through building and site plan codes, encourage the development, rehabilitation and 
adaptation of housing that responds to the physical needs of special populations.   

Housing Element Policy H-2.2, Yakima 
Horizon 2040, 2017 

Encourage and consider incentives for the dedication of a portion of housing in new 
projects to special needs housing.   

Housing Chapter Policy H-48, Bellingham 
Comprehensive Plan, 2016 

 
NOTE: “Treatment of residential structures occupied by persons with handicaps” is not a policy choice; it is a state law (RCW 
36.70A.410). Housing needs assessment could pay attention to needs of specific groups, such as elderly and disabled residents, and 
support housing for those groups. 
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Special-needs housing 
Policy text quote Source 

Include units that are affordable for low-income special need families in all housing 
developments. 

Housing Element Policy H 1.23, Spokane 
Comprehensive Plan, 2017 

Ensure that facilities and services to meet the health care, treatment, social service, 
and transit needs of households with special needs are part of housing development 
plans.   

Housing Element Policy 5.1.6, Mount 
Vernon Comprehensive Plan, 2016 

Support actions to secure grants and loans tied to the provision of special needs 
housing by agencies, private developers and nonprofit organizations.   

Housing Policy HO-23, Redmond 
Comprehensive Plan, 2011 

Work with agencies, private developers and nonprofit organizations to locate housing 
in University Place intended to serve the community’s special needs populations, 
particularly those with challenges related to age, health or disability.   

Housing Element Policy HS4A, University 
Place Comprehensive Plan, 2015 

Facilitate housing for special needs populations dispersed throughout Vancouver and 
the region. Such housing may consist of residential-care facilities, shelters, group 
homes, or low-income housing, and should be located near transportation and other 
services such as health care, schools, and stores.    

Housing Policy H-6, Vancouver 
Comprehensive Plan, 2011 

Encourage, assist, and support social and health service organizations that offer 
housing programs for targeted populations.   

Housing Element Policy H25, Shoreline 
Comprehensive Plan, 2012 

 

Homeless focus 
Policy text quote Source 

Coordinate with the homeless housing task force to implement short and long-term 
activities as identified in the Plan to End Homeless in Chelan & Douglas Counties.    

Housing Element – Coordination: Policy 3, 
Wenatchee Urban Area Comprehensive 
Plan, 2014 

Work with other jurisdictions and health and social service organizations to develop a 
coordinated, regional approach to homelessness.   

Housing Element Policy HS4I, University 
Place Comprehensive Plan, 2015   

Support development of programs that offer assistance to persons identified as being 
homeless.   

Housing Element Policy YKH 2.1, Yakima 
Horizon 2040, 2017 

Foster and support partnerships that have proven to be successful in reducing 
homelessness, preventing homelessness and assisting the chronically homeless with 
needed care.   

Housing Chapter Policy H-52, Bellingham 
Comprehensive Plan, 2016 

Support the development of public and private, short-term and long-term housing and 
services for Shoreline’s population of people who are homeless.   

Housing Element Policy H29, Shoreline 
Comprehensive Plan, 2012 
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Policy text quote Source 

Encourage a strong network of emergency shelter resources for homeless and at-risk 
families with children, childless adults, unaccompanied youth, and victims of sexual 
and domestic violence.   

Public Service Policy PS7.1, Olympia 
Comprehensive Plan, 2019 (other 
shelter/housing policies in Olympia’s plan) 

 

Aging adults focus  
Policy text quote Source 

Provide for a variety of residential options for older adults in the community including 
aging in place, assisted living facilities, and age-restricted senior communities. 
Strategies include:  

 Promote Universal Design and visitability standards to create new housing 
stock that allows aging in place.  

 Review development regulations to address types of housing options allowed 
and permitting requirements for new construction and accessibility 
modifications to existing development.  

 Recruit developers and offer incentives for creation of new senior-oriented 
residential options.    
 

Housing Policy HO-7, Ridgefield 
Comprehensive Plan, 2016 

Support ways for older adults and people with disabilities to remain in the community 
as their housing needs change by encouraging universal design or retrofitting homes 
for lifetime use.    

Housing Element Policy H-4.4, Anacortes 
Comprehensive Plan, 2016 

Encourage the development of senior-friendly housing opportunities, particularly in 
areas near services and amenities.   

Housing Element Policy H-4.2, Anacortes 
Comprehensive Plan, 2016 

Encourage a range of housing types for seniors affordable at a variety of incomes, such 
as independent living, various degrees of assisted living and skilled nursing care 
facilities. Strive to increase opportunities for seniors to live in specialized housing.    

Housing Element Policy HS4F, University 
Place Comprehensive Plan, 2015 

Promote a range of housing types for seniors; e.g., adult family homes, skilled nursing 
facilities, assisted living, and independent living communities.   

Housing Element Policy H-4.3, Anacortes 
Comprehensive Plan, 2016 

Promote the use of universal design principles for new development or redevelopment 
housing projects.   

Housing Element - Goal H-3, Policy A, 
Program 3, City of Ellensburg 
Comprehensive Plan, 2019 

 

Surplus land and nonprofit housing 
Policy text quote Source 

Identify and catalogue real property owned by the City that is no longer required for its 
purposes and is suitable for the development of affordable housing for very-low to 
moderate income households.  

Housing Element Policy 4.1.8, Mount 
Vernon Comprehensive Plan, 2016 
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Policy text quote Source 

Give priority to the use of surplus, publicly owned land for housing that provides for a 
range of household incomes, with an emphasis on encouraging housing for low-
income families.   

Housing Policy HO-54, Redmond 
Comprehensive Plan, 2011 

Explore and identify opportunities for non-profit developers to build affordable housing.    
Housing Element Policy Implementation 
4.5, Fife Comprehensive Plan, 2005 

Support non-profit agencies and public/private partnerships to preserve or develop 
additional housing for very low, low and moderate income households.    

Housing Element Policy H-3.3, Anacortes 
Comprehensive Plan, 2016 

Evaluate land owned by the City and other public entities for use for affordable housing 
utilizing a community land trust or similar type model.    

Housing Element Policy H-3.9, Anacortes 
Comprehensive Plan, 2016 

Encourage establishment and funding of a Community Affordable Land Trust to 
acquire land and build affordable housing within the urban area.    

Housing Element – Coordination: Policy 1, 
Wenatchee Urban Area Comprehensive 
Plan, 2014 

Explore and identify opportunities to reduce land costs for non-profit and for-profit 
developers to build affordable housing – consistent with CPP AH7. 

…  Housing Element Policy HS3K (sub-
policies excluded), University Place 
Comprehensive Plan, 2015 

Cooperate with nonprofit housing organizations and regional efforts to develop a long-
term management strategy for creating and preserving existing subsidized affordable 
housing.   

Housing Policy HO-42, Redmond 
Comprehensive Plan, 2011 

Support organizations that construct, manage and provide services for affordable 
housing, including permanently affordable housing.   

Housing Chapter Policy H-26, Bellingham 
Comprehensive Plan, 2016 

Encourage self-help housing efforts in which people earn home equity in exchange for 
renovation or construction work, such as "sweat equity" volunteer programs.   

Public Service Policy PS5.5, Olympia 
Comprehensive Plan, 2019 

Pursue creative methods within existing programs, such as the City’s transfer of 
development rights (TDR) program, impact fee waivers, ARCH Housing Trust Fund, and 
state enabling legislation for property tax relief, as a means to provide direct 
assistance to builders and leverage funds for construction of affordable housing.    

Housing Policy HO-46, Redmond 
Comprehensive Plan, 2011 

 

EQUITY, DISPLACEMENT AND INTEGRATION 
Policy text quote Source 

Prevent discrimination and encourage fair and equitable access to housing for all 
persons in accordance with state and federal law.   

Housing Element Policy HS2H, University 
Place Comprehensive Plan, 2015 

Support fair and equal access to housing for all persons, regardless of race, religion, 
ethnic origin, age, household composition or size, disability, marital status, sexual 
orientation or economic circumstances.    

Housing Chapter Policy H-15, Bellingham 
Comprehensive Plan, 2016 



 GUIDANCE FOR UPDATING YOUR HOUSING ELEMENT (AUGUST 2023) 144 

Policy text quote Source 

Participate in relocation assistance to low- and moderate-income households whose 
housing may be displaced by condemnation or City-initiated code enforcement. 

Housing Policy HO-50, Redmond 
Comprehensive Plan, 2011 

Enforce policies139 that provide financial and relocation help to people who are 
displaced from their homes as a result of construction and development projects using 
federal funds.   

Public Service Policy PS8.5, Olympia 
Comprehensive Plan, 2019   

Initiate and encourage equitable and inclusive community involvement that fosters 
civic pride and positive neighborhood image.    

Housing Element Policy H21, Shoreline 
Comprehensive Plan, 2012 

Strive to increase class, race, and age integration by equitably dispersing affordable 
housing opportunities. Discourage neighborhood segregation and the isolation of 
special needs populations.  

Housing Element – Housing Equity: Policy 
1, Wenatchee Urban Area Comprehensive 
Plan, 2014 

When Community Development Block Grant or Housing and Urban Development-
funded buildings are at risk of being converted to market-rate status, inform the 
tenants of any purchase and relocation options available. When possible, help the 
Housing Authority of Thurston County and non-profit organizations buy such housing.   

Public Service Policy PS8.5, Olympia 
Comprehensive Plan, 2019 

Encourage relocation assistance and replacement housing to be developed, where 
feasible, to help low-income households when displacement is unavoidable.   

Housing Element Policy 4.2.2, Mount 
Vernon Comprehensive Plan, 2016 

 

REGIONAL COORDINATION AND FAIR SHARE 
Policy text quote Source 

Support the Fair Share Housing allocation process and work with other jurisdictions to 
monitor progress toward achieving agreed upon goals.   

Public Service Policy PS5.2, Olympia 
Comprehensive Plan, 2019 

Actively coordinate with public and private partners in efforts to meet regional housing 
needs.   

Housing Chapter Policy H-14, Bellingham 
Comprehensive Plan, 2016 

Partner with private and not-for-profit developers, social and health service agencies, 
funding institutions, and all levels of government to identify and address regional 
housing needs.   

Housing Element Policy H31, Shoreline 
Comprehensive Plan, 2012 

Coordinate with regional jurisdictions to develop a regional assessment and report to 
share in the responsibility for achieving a reasonable and equitable distribution of 
affordable housing to meet the needs of middle and lower income persons.   

Housing Element – Coordination: Policy 4, 
Wenatchee Urban Area Comprehensive 
Plan, 2014 

Work regionally and with other jurisdictions to jointly fund affordable housing.     
Housing Element Policy 4.3.3, Mount 
Vernon Comprehensive Plan, 2016 

                                                      

139 Per section 104(d) of the Housing and Community Development Act of 1974 as amended, requiring the replacement of low- and 
moderate-income housing units that are demolished or converted to another use, in connection with a Community Development Block 
Grant project. 
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Policy text quote Source 

Cooperate with King County, A Regional Coalition for Housing (ARCH), and other 
Eastside jurisdictions and housing agencies to assess housing needs, create 
affordable housing opportunities, and coordinate a regional approach to funding and 
meeting the housing needs of Eastside Communities.   

Housing Policy HO-4, Redmond 
Comprehensive Plan, 2011 

Improve coordination among the County and other jurisdictions, housing and service 
providers, and funders to identify, promote, and implement local and regional strategies 
that increase housing opportunities.   

Housing Element Policy H28, Shoreline 
Comprehensive Plan, 2012 

Strive to implement the City’s “fair share” of affordable housing units as outlined in the 
cooperative effort among Pierce County jurisdictions.  

Housing Element Policy Implementation 
5.1, Fife Comprehensive Plan, 2005 

Encourage local and regional affiliations and alliances to provide affordable housing.    
Housing Element Policy H-2.1, Anacortes 
Comprehensive Plan, 2016 

 

DESIGN AND DEVELOPMENT STANDARDS 
Policy text quote Source 

Require effective, but not unreasonably expensive, building designs and landscaping to 
blend multi-family housing into neighborhoods.   

Housing Policy PL16.10, Olympia 
Comprehensive Plan, 2019 

Develop design guidelines, standards or other measures to achieve the following 
benefits:  

A. Allow growth without sacrificing Anacortes’s unique small town character.  

B. Facilitate compatibility between existing and new housing.  

C. Integrate and connect multifamily developments with surrounding development to 
enhance a sense of community in neighborhoods. 

D. Allow for compatible integration of attached and detached accessory dwelling units 
in residential neighborhoods.    

Housing Element Policy H-2.2, Anacortes 
Comprehensive Plan, 2016 

Develop design guidelines to ensure that all new housing, including that for lower and 
middle income owners and renters, adheres to good standards of planning, design, and 
construction.    

Housing Element Policy 2.3, Walla Walla 
Comprehensive Plan, 2018 

Promote high quality design that is compatible with the overall style and character of 
established neighborhoods.    

Housing Element - Goal H-1, Policy D, 
Program 1, City of Ellensburg 
Comprehensive Plan, 2019 

Integrate new development, with consideration to design and scale that complements 
existing neighborhoods, and provides effective transitions between different uses and 
intensities.   

Housing Element - Goal H-1, Policy A, 
Program 1, City of Ellensburg 
Comprehensive Plan, 2019 
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Policy text quote Source 

Allow "clustering" of housing compatible with the adjacent neighborhood to preserve 
and protect environmentally sensitive areas.   

Housing Policy PL16.3, Olympia 
Comprehensive Plan, 2019 

Encourage housing types and design that reinforce and enhance the character and 
scale of established neighborhood development patterns. 

Housing Element Policy H-2.1, Anacortes 
Comprehensive Plan, 2016 

Increase open space requirements for multi-family, high-density development. Locate 
required open space either on site or in public park space.   

Housing Chapter Policy H-38, Bellingham 
Comprehensive Plan, 2016 

Enhance the appearance of and maintain public spaces in residential areas. 
Housing Policy H-5.2, Prosser 
Comprehensive Plan, 2018 

   

Sustainable housing 
Policy text quote Source 

Plan for energy efficient housing that is designed to maximize use of renewable 
resources such as solar and wind power.   

Housing Element Policy 2.5, Walla Walla 
Comprehensive Plan, 2018 

Foster innovative housing and mixtures of housing types that preserve natural 
resources and consolidate open space (e.g., context-sensitive residential clustering).    

Housing Chapter Policy H-40, Bellingham 
Comprehensive Plan, 2016 

Encourage housing retrofits that make them more resilient to natural disasters and 
climate change, are more energy efficient, and provide healthier indoor environments, 
including good air quality.    

Housing Chapter Policy H-37, Bellingham 
Comprehensive Plan, 2016 

Encourage the use of long-lived, low-maintenance building materials; high-efficiency 
energy systems; and low impact development techniques that reduce housing lifecycle 
costs and provide better environmental performance consistent with the City's Climate 
Protection Action Plan.   

Housing Chapter Policy H-41, Bellingham 
Comprehensive Plan, 2016 

Encourage health-related improvements to older homes, including the removal of lead-
based paint, asbestos, and other potentially harmful materials.    

Housing Chapter Policy H-36, Bellingham 
Comprehensive Plan, 2016 

Encourage adapting non-residential buildings for housing.   
Housing Policy PL16.13, Olympia 
Comprehensive Plan, 2019 

 

Historic preservation 
Policy text quote Source 

Support the preservation of Ellensburg’s historically-significant housing through the 
City’s historic preservation program, which maintains a list of historic properties and 
districts, and provides education and incentives.    

Housing Element - Goal H-1, Policy D, 
Program 2, City of Ellensburg 
Comprehensive Plan, 2019 
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Policy text quote Source 

Encourage neighborhoods and property owners to identify high-integrity historic areas 
that should be protected through the local historic district program.   

Housing Chapter Policy H-33, Bellingham 
Comprehensive Plan, 2016 

 

TRACKING AND MONITORING 
Policy text quote Source 

Track the provision of affordable housing units to assess whether an adequate supply 
of housing affordable to the county’s lower income and special needs residents, as 
defined in the Housing Characteristics and Needs report for Snohomish County, is 
being provided.  

Snohomish County HO Policy 4.B Objective 
HO 4.B 

In support of countywide housing policies, the county shall seek partnerships with 
other jurisdictions, through the Alliance for Housing Affordability, the Housing 
Consortium of Everett and Snohomish County, Snohomish County Tomorrow and 
similar forums, to track the provision of housing by type and affordability. This effort 
will include an assessment of progress toward meeting the county’s housing goals, 
including housing that addresses the needs of households within the Under 30% AMI, 
30-50% AMI and 51-80% AMI segments, as projected in the current Housing 
Characteristics and Needs Report for Snohomish County.  

Snohomish County HO Policy 4.B Policy 
4.B.1 

Based upon the monitoring and evaluation results from Policy 4.B.1, the county shall 
evaluate the effectiveness of its zoning regulations to produce housing developments 
that meet the diverse housing needs identified in the Housing Characteristics and 
Needs Report for Snohomish County. 

Snohomish County HO Policy 4.B Policy 
4.B.2 
 

Provide a report annually to the City Plan Commission that monitors progress toward 
achieving the housing goals and includes recommended policy change if positive 
direction toward achieving the housing goals is not occurring.    

Housing Element Policy H 2.5, Spokane 
Comprehensive Plan, 2017 

Maintain a housing database to inform city officials and the public on the status of the 
City’s housing market and effectiveness of Redmond housing policies and regulations.   

Housing Policy HO-9, Redmond 
Comprehensive Plan, 2011 

Monitor the City's housing affordability market, including housing demand by housing 
type across all income levels and in all neighborhoods, and report on the effectiveness 
of the City's housing affordability policies.   

Housing Chapter Policy H-25, Bellingham 
Comprehensive Plan, 2016 

Monitor housing supply, type and affordability, including progress toward meeting a 
proportionate share of the countywide need for affordable housing for very low-, low-, 
and moderate-income households.    

Housing Element Policy H-6.2, Anacortes 
Comprehensive Plan, 2016 

Assess the effectiveness in meeting housing demands and monitor the achievement of 
the housing policies not less than once every 5 years.    

Housing Element Policy Implementation 
3.1, Fife Comprehensive Plan, 2005 

Monitor local data and routinely reassess and adjust policies, strategies and 
regulations to improve effectiveness of programs to meet local housing needs.   

Housing Element Policy H-6.3, Anacortes 
Comprehensive Plan, 2016 

Monitor the number, type, and affordability of housing units being built annually to 
ensure consistency with the number of planned housing units, particularly in Mixed-Use 
zones.   

Housing Policy HO-10, Redmond 
Comprehensive Plan, 2011 
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Policy text quote Source 

Provide annual information on affordable homeownership and rentals in the City, 
including the operative definitions of affordable housing, criteria to qualify for local, 
state, and federal housing assistance, data on current levels of market-rate and 
affordable housing, demand for market-rate and affordable housing, and progress 
toward meeting market-rate and affordable housing goals.    

Housing Policy PL16.14, Olympia 
Comprehensive Plan, 2019 

 

Jurisdictions examined for Appendix C: 

Anacortes Mount Vernon Ridgefield Vancouver 

Bellingham Olympia Shoreline Walla Walla 

Ellensburg Prosser Spokane Wenatchee 

Fife Redmond University Place Yakima 

 

  


