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MTCA Cleanup Rule, Chapter 173-340 WAC, First Rulemaking (2019–21) 
Stakeholder & Tribal Advisory Group (STAG) comments on preliminary draft rule changes 
Received December 20, 2019, by the Washington State Department of Ecology 
______________________________________________________________________________

From: Garcelon, Jennifer 
To: Elizabeth McManus; Stanovsky, Clinton (ECY) 
Subject: FW: MTCA STAG: Agenda and Materials from November 21 Meeting (External Email: USE Caution) 
Date: Friday, December 20, 2019 11:34:19 AM 

THIS EMAIL ORIGINATED FROM OUTSIDE THE WASHINGTON STATE EMAIL 
SYSTEM - Take caution not to open attachments or links unless you know the sender AND 
were expecting the attachment or the link 

Hi Elizabeth and Clint, 
Here are comments from Kitsap Heath District on the proposed questions. 
Kitsap and Tacoma were the only jurisdictions to provide me written comments. 
Thanks, Jennifer 

From: John Kiess [mailto:John.Kiess@kitsappublichealth.org] 
Sent: Wednesday, December 11, 2019 11:17 AM 
To: Garcelon, Jennifer 
Subject: FW: MTCA STAG: Agenda and Materials from November 21 Meeting (External Email: USE 
Caution) 

Hi Jen, we took a look at these items and here is some feedback we have: 

1. The proposed changes to MTCA look fine with the focus on the II and SHA processes.
The big deal here is they are taking the ranking method out of the WAC and leaving it to
Ecology policy so they can tweak it in the future without having the reopen the WAC,
seems smart.  Allowing more time to IIs to do a cleanup is a good thing, why go through
the ranking process if you can avoid it? 

2. The SHARP Memo describes the new ranking tool, and the big additions appear to be
exposure, severity, confidence calculations, and provision for taking into account low
income, people of color, low education, very young and very old (environmental
justice).  This all seems good. 

3. The SHARP tool itself is interesting.  Instructions are good for how to use the new
criteria. The bad part is that there is no longer one rank from the process.  Now
you end up with up to a minimum of three numbers that are the ranking. For a full 
picture you need to look at 18 numbers?  None of the calculations seem to be visible.
We have no idea how they do the math and come up with numbers. 

4. How are they going to compare these sites to the ones on the list now?  Will everything
be re-ranked using SHARP? 

Anyhow, just some thoughts, thanks. 

John Kiess, RS | Environmental Health Director 
Kitsap Public Health District 

345 6th St., Suite 300  |  Bremerton, WA 98337 
(360) 728-2290 Office| (360) 620-0538 Cell 
john.kiess@kitsappublichealth.org  | kitsappublichealth.org 

STAG website: https://www.ezview.wa.gov/site/alias__1988/37514/default.aspx 

mailto:JGarcelon@co.clallam.wa.us
mailto:emcmanus@rossstrategic.com
mailto:clst461@ECY.WA.GOV
mailto:john.kiess@kitsappublichealth.org
http://www.kitsappublichealth.org/
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From: Do Not Reply <donotreply@wsalpho.net> 
Sent: Tuesday, December 10, 2019 12:47 PM 
To: John Kiess <John.Kiess@kitsappublichealth.org> 
Subject: EPHC- MTCA STAG: Agenda and Materials from November 21 Meeting 

|CAUTION|: This email originated from outside Kitsap Public Health District. Do not click 
links or open attachments unless you are expecting this email. If you are unsure please 
contact IT. 

Hi EHDs: 
Happy December! 
On November 21, Ecology’s Toxics Cleanup Program held the second MTCA STAG meeting in 
Bellevue.  We mostly discussed sections -310, -320, and -330 for review.  I sent the following to the 
SW Subcommittee on Nov 22 and have received some comments.  I wanted to send it out to the 
whole EHD group for input. 
The attached documents have all of the background, draft language, and questions.  If you or any 
staff participated in the Site Hazard Assessment program, I would love to hear input by next 
Wednesday, December 18.  I can schedule a conference call early next week to discuss it and 
develop comments.  Let me know if anyone wants a conference call.  Additionally, Ecology plans to 
hold a webinar in January to go over the new SHA model.  I will send out the information on it when I 
receive it. 

Ecology would like response to these questions before the end of the year. 

Here are fourteen questions regarding those sections Ecology wants us to think about: 

Questions about Section 310: Initial investigation and assessment 
1. Ecology is proposing to incorporate an existing policy that allows Ecology to extend the 
deadline for completing an initial investigation to encourage quick cleanups. Do you 
have any concerns with the policy, including the circumstances under which Ecology 

STAG website: https://www.ezview.wa.gov/site/alias__1988/37514/default.aspx 
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may provide an extension or how long Ecology may extend the deadline? (it’s an 
additional 180 days after 90 days to allow property owners time to conduct an 
independent cleanup) 

See Section 310(3) in the preliminary draft. 

2. Should Ecology always notify owners and operators of the result of an initial investigation 
even if no further action is necessary under MTCA?  And should such notice be in the form a 
letter sent by mail, or are other methods adequate? 

See Section 310(6) in the preliminary draft. 

Questions about Section 320: Site hazard assessment and ranking process (SHARP) 
When answering the following questions, please also consider the SHARP Tool Memorandum and 
prototype SHARP Tool spreadsheet, provided separately. 
3. Do you agree that the current site hazard assessment and ranking process should be
replaced? 

See Sections 320 and 330(2) through (4) in the current rule. 

4. Do you have any concerns with Ecology developing a new process outside of the rule
guided by performance standards in the rule?  Do the performance standards in the draft
rule provide sufficient direction?  Does the draft rule strike the right balance between
specificity and flexibility? 

See Sections 320(2), (3), and (5) in the preliminary draft. 
5. Does the draft rule provide the right level of public involvement for developing a new
site hazard assessment and ranking process? 

See Section 320(2) in the preliminary draft. 
6. Does the new process properly account for environmental justice concerns? 

See Section 320(3)(c) in the preliminary draft.  Also see page 5 of the SHARP Tool 
Memorandum and the “flagged factors” worksheet of the SHARP Tool. 

7. Should Ecology always assess and rank the hazard of sites before listing or de-listing sites? 

See Section 330(4) in the preliminary draft. 
8. Should Ecology re-rank sites when new information becomes available or site conditions 

change?  Do you think any other situations should trigger re-ranking? 

See Section 330(4) in the preliminary draft. 
Questions about Section 330: Contaminated sites list 
9. Does the draft rule provide the right level of public involvement for removing a site
from the contaminated sites list? 

See Section 330(4)(c) in the preliminary draft. 
10. How should Ecology inform the public when it: 

a. Adds or removes a site from the contaminated sites list? 

See Section 330(7)(b) in the preliminary draft. 
b. Ranks or re-ranks the hazard of a site on the contaminated sites list? 

See Section 320(7)(b) in the preliminary draft. 
c. Specifies or updates the cleanup status of a site on the contaminated sites list? 

See Section 330(7)(b) in the preliminary draft. 
Questions about economic impacts 

11. What, if any, economic effects might the draft rule changes have on you or your constituents? 

STAG website: https://www.ezview.wa.gov/site/alias__1988/37514/default.aspx 
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12. Can you identify a less burdensome regulatory approach to fulfilling the statutory 
requirements for assessing, ranking, and listing contaminated sites? 

13. Would the draft rule changes have a disproportionate impact on small businesses or local 
governments? 

14. Would the draft rule changes provide an advantage or disadvantage to Washington 
businesses compared to businesses in other states? 

Thanks and Happy FRIDAY!!!!! 
Jen 

From: Elizabeth McManus [mailto:emcmanus@rossstrategic.com] 
Sent: Friday, November 08, 2019 5:33 PM 
To: Elizabeth McManus 
Subject: MTCA STAG: Agenda and Materials for November 21 Meeting (External Email: USE Caution) 

Hello MTCA Cleanup Rule Stakeholder and Tribal Advisory Group -- We look forward to seeing you 
on November 21, 2019, from 9:00 – 3:00, for the next Stakeholder & Tribal Advisory Group (STAG) 
Meeting. This message is to distribute the agenda and materials for the meeting and to remind you 
about meeting logistics. 

1. Agenda and materials. An agenda and materials for the meeting are attached. In addition to the 
agenda materials include the following. 

(A) Preliminary draft rule language on rule sections having to do with initial investigations, site 
hazard assessment, and listing and delisting. Ecology would like your feedback on this draft 
language at the meeting. Questions Ecology is particularly interested in hearing from you on are 
included in the document (see page 12) and attached to the STAG agenda for your convenience. This 
document includes background and context information in addition to the preliminary draft 
language to help facilitate your review. 

(B) Two documents further describing Ecology’s current thinking on the Site Hazard Assessment 
and Ranking Process (SHARP) Tool, an explanatory memo and an excel worksheet. Remember that 
the documents on the SHARP tool are provided to give you a better sense of what Ecology has in 
mind for site hazard assessment and ranking in support of your review of preliminary draft rule 
language on that topic. The draft rule language will be the topic of the STAG meeting; the 
information on the SHARP tool is provided as background. 

Please review the documents before the meeting and come prepared ready to talk about your and 
your community’s thoughts, especially on Ecology’s questions – again, see page 12 of the rulemaking 
document or attached to the agenda for these questions.  Thank you! 

2. Logistics reminders. The STAG meeting will be Thursday, November 21, 2019, 9AM-3PM at the 
Embassy Suites in Bellevue.  (Same place as the first meeting.) An outlook calendar invite will follow 
this message, later today. Ecology will provide a working lunch for STAG members. Gluten free and 
vegetarian options will be available. There also will be coffee and light refreshments during the day. 
As with the first meeting, you will receive an email with travel reimbursement forms from Tami 

STAG website: https://www.ezview.wa.gov/site/alias__1988/37514/default.aspx 

mailto:emcmanus@rossstrategic.com
https://nam03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fembassysuites3.hilton.com%2Fen%2Fhotels%2Fwashington%2Fembassy-suites-by-hilton-seattle-bellevue-SEABLES%2Findex.html%3FSEO_id%3DGMB-ES-SEABLES&data=01%7C01%7Cjohn.kiess%40kitsappublichealth.org%7C957becdc7a294fa257c508d77db2116e%7C63ea23e1c6c043fe8754515c89aa179a%7C0&sdata=FI%2BObcZRTNa0Cq6NX9AHwHyxIR%2FJCVtaJuK7zwsjkPQ%3D&reserved=0
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Justice at Ecology; please watch your email for something from Tami (tday461@ECY.WA.GOV), and 
be in touch with her directly if you need something travel related. If you need any other reasonable 
accommodation to participate in the meeting comfortably please let us know as soon as possible so 
we can work with Ecology to support you. 

3. Other reminders. For additional information you also can always check the Ecology webpage on 
the rulemaking effort and the STAG webpage. It is a good practice to check the STAG webpage right 
before each meeting in case the agenda or materials have been updated. We’ll also send you a 
reminder and any updates the day before each meeting. 

Thank you again. We appreciate your willingness to represent your constituency and serve 
Washington state through this collaborative process and we look forward to seeing you later in 
November. If you have questions about the STAG meeting or process, please contact me (Elizabeth 
McManus, emcmanus@rossstrategic.com, (206) 890-9286). If you have general questions about the 
Cleanup Rule Update, please get in touch with Ecology’s Cleanup Rulemaking Lead, Clint Stanovsky, 
clinton.stanovsky@ecy.wa.gov, (360) 742-9703. 

Elizabeth 

Principal | Ross Strategic 
emcmanus@rossstrategic.com | 206-890-9286 call/text 
www.rossstrategic.com 

This email is from an automated system. If you wish to reply to this email, please delete the original 
system sender address (ie. donotreply@wsalpho.net) and replace it with the email address of the 
person you wish the email be sent to. 

STAG website: https://www.ezview.wa.gov/site/alias__1988/37514/default.aspx 
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