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June 17, 2020 

816 Second Ave, Suite 200, Seattle, WA 98104 

p. (206) 343-0681

futurewise.org 

Ms. Tanya Bowers, Chair 
City of Pasco Planning Commission 
525 N. Third Ave. 
Pasco, Washington 99301 

Dear Chair Bowers and Planning Commissioners: 

RECEIVED 

JUN l 7 2020 

COMMUNITY & ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 

Subject: Comments for the public hearing on the Comprehensive Plan Amendment on the 
Urban Growth Area (MF# CPA 2020-001). 
Send via email to: gonzalezjb@pasco-wa.gov; whiter@pasco-wa.gov 

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the Comprehensive Plan Amendment on the Urban 
Growth Area (MF# CPA 2020-001). Futurewise works throughout Washington State on the 
implementation of the Growth Management Act (GMA). We work with local communities to 
support land-use policies that encourage healthy, equitable and opportunity-rich communities, and 
that protect our most valuable farmlands, forests, and water resources. '$.le have members across 
Washington State including in the City of Pasco. 

We urge the Planning Commission to recommend denial of the current proposed urban growth area 
(UGA) expansion for three reasons: it will pave over working farms, it will adversely impact the 
future expansion potential for the Tri-Cities Airport, and no Final Environmental Impact Statement 
(Final EIS) has been issued for the comprehensive plan update. We provide more detail on these 
three concerns below. 

\Xie also recommend that the comprehensive plan update incorporate the following principles: 

■ Do not plan for increased residential development around the Tri-Cities Airport. Building
residential uses north and west of the runways will make future expansion of the airport
expensive if not impossible, the new residential uses will be adversely impacted by the airport
noise and flights, and the new residential uses will make airport operations more difficult long­
term because of complaints.

■ Include compact urban growth areas that are well designed and well furnished with amenities,
encompassed by natural resource lands and a rural landscape. In addition to creating a city with a
high quality of life, this will save taxpayers and ratepayers money. 1

■ Design walkable neighborhoods with the densities and a mix of zoning to support local
businesses and safe streets, with bike lanes and frequent transit to promote environmental and

1 John Carruthers and Gudmaundur Ulfarsson, Urban Spra1V/ and the Cos/ e
f 

P11b!ic Services 30 Environment and Planning B: 
Planning and Design 503, 518 (2003) enclosed in a separate email. 
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