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COMMUNITY & ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the Draft EIS for Pasco's Comprehensive Plan Update. Please 
consider the following concerns and comments. I am not a Pasco Resident but have many friends I visit 
regularly, as well as working at special events at the HAPO Center. Regardless of my time in Pasco, it is 
inextricably connected with Kennewick and Richland, with a significant share of Hanford workers as well as 
medical staff at Kadlec, and PNNL employees who commute into Richland (burdening us). Ideally the Four­
Cities should be planning as a whole. 

The following comments address the EIS from a general perspective. 

First, I am concerned about an apparent lack of information regarding outreach to Spanish speaking residents. 
You may very well have conducted specific outreach to the Spanish speaking community - but it was left out of 
the public relations plan or primary document. Please indicate what effort was made in the final document, or 
delay the process until the process can be more inclusive. Based on US EPA Title VI of the Civil Rights Act I 
would think Pasco, which has a 54% Hispanic population according to the last American Community Survey, 
with nearly half who self identify as speaking English anywhere from not well, less than well, less than very 

well, or not at all totalling 53%. • 

Utilizing the EPA's Environmental Justice screen to learn about Pasco ("user specified area" is depicted in 
green), I confirmed what I already suspected. Pasco residents are disproportionately burdened by traffic noise, 
air pollution, and exposure to diesel dust. Though you couldn't have anticipated this while the document was in 
production it is worth recognizing that unaffordable and crowded housing, difficulty getting to work safely by 
bike, on foot or transit, exacerbate the Covid-19 pandemic. It is reasonable to anticipate future disease 
outbreaks, excessive heat events, and summer wildfire smoke and design the community to be more 
resilient. 
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