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July 8, 2020 

City of Pasco 

Pasco Planning Commission 

Attn: Jacob Gonzalez, Senior Planner 

525 N 3rd Avenue 

Pasco, WA 99301 

Email: CompPlan@pasco-wa.gov 

Re: City of Pasco Comprehensive Plan Non-Project EIS, dated May 2020 

Dear Mr. Gonzalez, 

Thank you for the opportunity for Ben Franklin Transit (BFT) to comment on the City of Pasco 

Comprehensive Plan Non-Project Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for the City's Draft 

Comprehensive Plan Update (Comprehensive Plan or Plan). As you are aware, there is a close 

relationship between land use planning, transportation planning, and transportation-related 

environmental outcomes. The Comprehensive Plan is a document that articulates the city's vision on 

how it will grow, and that necessarily shapes not just the look and feel of the city, but how the city will 

perform economically and environmentally, and in how the City will manage the transportation 

challenges that come with that growth. The Plan will shape the quality of life for current and future 

citizens, and it will determine where in the region its citizens will work, shop, and play. It will also 

determine how people will move between these activities. 

QUESTION: Will future residents in Pasco be more likely (or even able) to use transit? 

The answer depends on the extent to which the goals and objectives of the current Plan can be 

implemented and improved upon in future updates to the Plan. As the region's transit agency, BFT has 

little influence over our operating environment; the road and highway network, as well as land use, are 

all controlled by city, county, and state governments. BFT controls the operation of buses, but transit 

operates primarily on city streets and serves residential neighborhoods and commercial areas planned 

also by the city. The Comprehensive Plan lays the groundwork for the city's growth and development, 

including the transportation system and allowable land uses. 
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