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NORTH BEACH FLOOD CONTROL PROJECT FUNDING 

 
1. Since the 1980’s, when Conner Creek started to move north and the flooding on SR 109 in Ocean City 

began to affect the local economy, I have seen many businesses leave the Ocean City/ Copalis area.  In 
Ocean City there were several restaurants, now there is none.  In Copalis there were four restaurants 
and a gas station/tow company, a large grocery store, and now there is one restaurant/bar. 

 
2. The local RV parks, once full through the winter, are now empty or closed during wintertime.  Several 

have gone out of business.  I own an RV park and turn away many potential customers during winter 
months due to the flooding and its side-effects. 

 
3. Emergency vehicle access is a major concern as well.  Not only does this affect the locals who live year-

round but the potential visitors as well.  If people do not feel safe in an area they will not come to that 
area.  Conner Creek flooding along SR 109 makes the potential tourist and locals alike feel unsafe. 

 
4. The Ocean City/Copalis area is very depressed, economy-wise.  There has been very limited 

investment since Conner Creek began migrating north and started flooding SR 109 through Ocean City 
on a regular basis.  This on-going flooding has increased in frequency and severity in recent years.  I 
have seen very limited investment also in the last few years.  I feel that if the flooding was addressed, 
and a plan put in place, this area would see an increase in investments to the local economy. 

 
5. My RV Park has 40 sites.  The going rate is $40 a night.  There were 15 Clam tides last season while it 

was closed due to the flooding of SR 109.  
 
6. Quick math  $40 a night X 40 sites = $1,600.  If the average stay is 2-nights, then that doubles to 

$3,200.  15 clam tides X $3,200 = $48,000 in lost revenue for my park alone for 2023-24 clam season.  
 
7. There are many parks along 109 that close due to SR 109 flooding.  At one time our park would host 

monthly rentals.  We can no longer do this due to the flooding, which is another loss for park owners.  I 
have in the past seen customers lose their cars to the flooding. 

 
8. During one flood event, I witnessed up to a dozen cars pulled from the flood water.  We are only one 

accident from someone losing their life to the flooding. 
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