
Connor Creek Community Meeting
North Beach/Ocean City Flood Control

Grays Harbor County
7-18-2024

Problem Statement . . . 

     “Connor Creek presents a chronic, complex, and historically 

unaddressed flooding problem adversely affecting North Beach 

residents, visitors, businesses, and emergency responders alike 

that has steadily gotten worse since about 1987 and serves as a 

microcosm of flooding issues up and down North Beach.”
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Today’s Presentation
Provide update on activities since last meeting (5/16/2024).

1.  Drainage Improvements
 *  Connor Creek               *  OSORC               *  SR109

2.  Governance/Organizational Structure
 *  North Beach Flood Control Zone District               *  Ocean City Drainage District

3.  Gages

4.  Copalis Flooding

5.  Coastal Processes

Discuss schedule and next steps.
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1.  Drainage Improvements – Connor Creek
 Kayaked Connor Creek (6-28-2024) from OSORC to Griffiths-Priday 

State Park.

 Observed several significant flow barriers/obstructions.
• Derelict Bridges
• Beaver Dams

 Photos here.

Click here 
to access 
web map.

Next Steps:

 Derelict Bridges – Identify/notify owners and develop plan to 
address (cost, timing, who, etc.).  July/Aug 2024.

 Beaver Dams – Develop plan to address (cost, timing, who, etc.).  
July/Aug 2024.

7-18-2024 Community Meeting

https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fo/r0zt03eczzgyj57lppphf/AEK6qFHkfpGIkycCI3w_Q3A?rlkey=s55mfmpxuqj0bjkb945fi47su&st=k8tv8n07&dl=0
https://ghc-gis.maps.arcgis.com/home/webmap/viewer.html?webmap=42569ca5e62d44c684d56dba489a9605
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1.  Drainage Improvements – OSORC

7-18-2024 Community Meeting

Next Steps:

 OSORC Drainpipe – Develop and implement plan to 
shut-off, monitor (fish stranding, adjacent property 
flooding), and report back.  July/Aug 2024.

 Significant flow 
into OSORC 
from drainpipe.

 Should be out 
of OSORC.

 Positive 
feedback on 
plan to 
temporarily 
shut-off and 
monitor.
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1.  Drainage Improvements – SR109
Click here 
to access 
web map.

SR109 ditches/culverts tour (6-17-2024)

SR109 ROW culvert inventory (7-10-2024)
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Next Steps:

 Ditches – WSDOT to clear ditches.  Aug/Sept 2024.

 Culverts – Develop and implement plan to clear culverts during SR109 
closure.  Aug 2024.

https://ghc-gis.maps.arcgis.com/home/webmap/viewer.html?webmap=42569ca5e62d44c684d56dba489a9605
https://wsdot.wa.gov/sites/default/files/2024-05/SR-109-Coastal-29-Detour-Route-Fish-Barrier-Removal-Area-2024-Ocean-City-To-Seabrook.jpg


Update on Activities since Last Meeting (5/16/2024)

6 of 13

2.  Governance/Organizational Structure – NBFCZD
 GHC 

established 
North 
Beach 
Flood 
Control 
Zone 
District on 
6-25-2024.

 See here.

7-18-2024 Community Meeting

Next Steps:

 NBFCZD – Develop funding scope for a “comprehensive plan of 
development for flood control” (RCW 86.15.110).  July/Aug 2024.

Formal entity led by county engineer, county commissioners.

 Address flooding adversely affecting North Beach residents, 
property owners, emergency responders, visitors.

 Plan for “enlargement, extension, acquisition, or 
construction of works necessary to control, conserve, and 
remove excess flood water.”

 Protect life, property and natural resources.

 Consider coastal changes, rainfall/precipitation changes, 
demographic changes, existing plans (Hidden Coast, 
County Economic Development Plan, updated 7-16-2024).

https://www.ezview.wa.gov/Portals/_2006/Documents/Documents/Flood%20Control%20Zone%20District%20Resolution%202024-057%20-%20signed.pdf
https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=86.15.110
https://www.ezview.wa.gov/Portals/_2006/Documents/Documents/Hidden%20Coast%20Final%2083111.pdf
https://www.ezview.wa.gov/Portals/_2006/Documents/Documents/Supporting_ED_Element_-_APPROVE_AND_E-SIGN_RESOLUTION_ADOPTING_THE_2024_PROJEC.pdf
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2.  Governance/Organizational Structure – Ocean City Drainage District
 NBFCZD focus = big picture, regional flood planning.

 Ocean City Drainage District focus = local-scale, local 
implementation/maintenance of flood projects.  [E.g., Much like 
Grays Harbor Drainage District No. 1, Grayland.]

 District = Connor Creek watershed.

 Template for other North Beach local-scale districts.  [E.g., Copalis.]
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Next Steps:

 Drainage District – Establish “Ocean City Drainage District.”  August 
2024.

Click here 
to access 
web map.

https://ghc-gis.maps.arcgis.com/home/webmap/viewer.html?webmap=42569ca5e62d44c684d56dba489a9605
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3.  Gages

 Funding has been sought to 
install one rain gage, one 
stream gage Fall 2024

 Essential to develop 
baseline, document/record 
change.

7-18-2024 Community Meeting
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4.  Copalis Flooding

Sea View Estates, Jon Schleiger
January 2022

Sea View Estates Community Club  Tidelands Campgrounds

 Both experience significant flooding.
 Adversely affect infrastructure, recreation, Air B&Bs, RV rentals, etc.
 Driven by local drainage and Copalis river flooding.

Copalis, 1-3-2022

7-18-2024 Community Meeting

https://seaviewestatescc.com/
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5.  Coastal Processes

7-18-2024 Community Meeting

 Grays Harbor County has hired Moffatt and Nichol to develop an 
assessment of sea level rise (SLR) impacts to critical infrastructure, 
public access, existing development, and critical areas.

 Final report, along with SLR maps, is due 6-30-2025.

 Two hybrid community meetings will be held in Jan/Feb 2025.

 Information on how to get involved will be available soon.

 Assessment will be very helpful for NBFCZD planning.

 See RFP here.

Click here 
to access 
web map.

ESRI, USGS National MapESRI, OpenStreetMap

https://www.moffattnichol.com/
https://www.ezview.wa.gov/Portals/_2006/Documents/Documents/RFP%20for%20SLR%203.21.24.pdf
https://ghc-gis.maps.arcgis.com/home/webmap/viewer.html?webmap=42569ca5e62d44c684d56dba489a9605
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1. Derelict Bridges – Identify/notify owners and develop plan to address (cost, timing, who, etc.).  
July/Aug 2024.

2. Beaver Dams – Develop plan to address (cost, timing, who, etc.).  July/Aug 2024.

3. OSORC Drainpipe – Develop and implement plan to shut-off, monitor (fish stranding, adjacent 
property flooding), and report back.  July/Aug 2024.

4. Ditches – WSDOT to clear ditches.  Aug/Sept 2024.

5. Culverts – Develop and implement plan to clear culverts during SR109 closure.  Aug 2024.

6. NBFCZD – Develop funding scope for a “comprehensive plan of development for flood control” 
(RCW 86.15.110).  July/Aug 2024.

7. Drainage District – Establish “Ocean City Drainage District.”  August 2024.

8. Also – Inventory economic benefits of above actions.

Schedule and Next Steps (by 9-19-2024)

https://wsdot.wa.gov/sites/default/files/2024-05/SR-109-Coastal-29-Detour-Route-Fish-Barrier-Removal-Area-2024-Ocean-City-To-Seabrook.jpg
https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=86.15.110


Thank You!
-- Implementation Team -- 

Gary Clarke
Michelle Wiley
Stan Sturgeon
Stan Hutton
Vicki Hutton

-- Implementation Partners -- 
WSDOT (Brent Schiller, Tricia Sorensen, Bill Scott)

GHC (John Becker, Tom Gray, Dan Ehreth, Tim Triesch, Jane Hewitt, Vickie Raines)
WDFW (Brandon Carmon, Amy Spoon)

GHCD (Nate Jackson, David Marcell)
UW Sea Grant (Sanpisa Sritrairat)

-- Kayakers -- 
Luke Crooks
John Reimer
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Questions/Discussion?

Next Community Meeting:
9-19-2024

Scott Boettcher
SBGH-Partners
360/480-6600

scottb@sbgh-partners.com

Link to this presentation:
Connor Creek Community Meeting 7-18-2024
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mailto:scottb@sbgh-partners.com
https://www.ezview.wa.gov/site/alias__2006/37852/library.aspx
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