
Connor Creek/North Beach Flooding
WSDOT Meeting

May 15, 2024 -- 2:00 PM

 12-05-2023

2-13-2024 

Thank you WSDOT!



Connor Creek Flooding Problem Statement
Updated Problem statement (5-16-2024 Community Meeting) . . . 

     “Connor Creek presents a chronic, complex, and historically 

unaddressed flooding problem adversely affecting North Beach 

residents, visitors, businesses, and emergency responders alike 

that has steadily gotten worse since about 1987 and serves as a 

microcosm of flooding issues up and down North Beach.”
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Ocean City, 12-05-2023 Copalis, 1-3-2022 Elk Creek, 3-25-2024 Moclips, 1-4-2021

Copalis, 12-18-1967
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1.  Preferred Flood Control Approach
“Regional Scale” – North Beach FCZD

 Focus = Regional flood hazard, flood control planning.
 Lead = GHC (Supervisors, County Engineer).
 Advisors = Up to 15-member Advisory Group (RCW 

86.15.070).
 Timeline:

o Public hearing GHC BOCC (6/11/2024, or 6/18/2024).
o Funding request (Fall 2024).
o Develop flood control plan per RCW 86.15.110 

(7/01/2025 to 1/01/2026).

View interactive map here.

PLAN INTEGRATION
1.    1999 North Beach Flood Hazard Reduction Plan
2.    2011 Hidden Coast Scenic Byway Plan
3.    GHC Comprehensive Plan
4.    GHC Six-Year Transportation Improvement 
Program
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COMMON ELEMENTS
• Transportation 

and Utility Routes, 
Corridors

• Coastal, Climate 
Processes

https://app.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=86.15.070
https://app.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=86.15.070
https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=86.15.110
https://ghc-gis.maps.arcgis.com/apps/mapviewer/index.html?webmap=42569ca5e62d44c684d56dba489a9605
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2.  Preferred Flood Control Approach
“Local Scale” – Ocean City Special Purpose District

 Focus = Local flood control 
implementation, maintenance.

 Lead = Local Special Purpose 
District – Creation/Operation 
(RCW 85.38); DD (RCW 85.06); or 
FCD (RCW 86.09).

 Advisors = TBD.
 Timeline:

o TBD
o TBD

View interactive map here. View interactive map here.
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https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=85.38
https://app.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=85.06
https://app.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?Cite=86.09
https://ghc-gis.maps.arcgis.com/apps/mapviewer/index.html?webmap=42569ca5e62d44c684d56dba489a9605
https://ghc-gis.maps.arcgis.com/apps/mapviewer/index.html?webmap=42569ca5e62d44c684d56dba489a9605
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3.  Preferred Flood Control Approach

View interactive map here.

 Focus = Identify near-term “low-
hanging-fruit” ditch cleaning, 
conveyance improvements.

 Lead = Partnership of GHC, WSDOT, Local 
Citizens, WDFW.

 Advisors = N/A.
 Timeline:

o On-Site reconnaissance and planning 
(June 17, 2024 – WSDOT, GHC, GHCD, 
WDFW, SeaGrant, CC Imp. Group)

o DISCUSS -- Opportunity when SR109 
closed 7-28-2024 to 8-28-2024 (here).

“Immediate, On-The-Ground” – Ditch Cleaning,
Conveyance Improvement
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https://ghc-gis.maps.arcgis.com/apps/mapviewer/index.html?webmap=42569ca5e62d44c684d56dba489a9605
https://wsdot.wa.gov/sites/default/files/2024-04/SR-109-Seabrook-To-Ocean-City-Summer-2024-Detour-Map-Fish-Barrier.png
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Rain/Temp/Humidity GageStream Gage

 Purchase, install, maintain (one-year).
 Build baseline data.

 Web-accessible.
 Future partnership with others (e.g., Chehalis 

River Basin Flood Authority).

4.  Gages [Pending Grant]
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• FCZD – Formalize resolution, GHC BOCC public hearing 6-18-2024, Set-up advisory body, 
Set scope and develop funding request (e.g., FEMA Maps, 1999 Flood Hazard Mgmt. Plan, 
etc.).

• FCD – Formalize resolution, GHC BOCC public hearing 6-18-2024, Elect district 
commissioners/supervisors.

• Drainage/Conveyance Improvement – June 17, 2024 – WSDOT, GHC, GHCD, WDFW, 
SeaGrant, CC Imp. Group).

• Gages -- Install gages (pending funding approval).

• Also -- Track disaster funding.

5.  Schedule

Connor Creek WSDOT Meeting
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Links
1. Recent Connor Creek/North Beach Presentations:

• https://www.ezview.wa.gov/Portals/_2006/Documents/Documents/Connor%20Creek%20Community%20Meeting%201-18-2024.pptx
• https://www.ezview.wa.gov/Portals/_2006/Documents/Documents/Connor%20Creek%20Community%20Meeting%203-20-2024.pptx
• https://www.ezview.wa.gov/Portals/_2006/Documents/Documents/Connor%20Creek%20Implementation%20Group%20Update%204-09-2024.pptx

2. Other Background Links:
• 1999 North Beach Flood Hazard Reduction Plan -- 

https://www.graysharbor.us/departments/public_services/planning_division/planning_information/comprehensive_plan.php
• 2011 Hidden Coast Scenic Byway Plan – https://www.ezview.wa.gov/Portals/_2006/Documents/Documents/Hidden%20Coast%20Final%2083111.pdf
• GHC Comprehensive Plan -- https://www.graysharbor.us/departments/public_services/planning_division/planning_information/comprehensive_plan.php
• Flood Control Zone District Statute -- https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=86.15

Scott Boettcher

SBGH-Partners

360/480-6600

scottb@sbgh-partners.com

6.  Links
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