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2025 Legislative Session 
Member Requested Local Community Project Information Form 

Important Notes: This is not a formal grant program. This form provides information for House 
members to request a separate appropriation in the capital budget for this project. Funding any 
project is at the discretion of the Legislature. 
 
This document may be subject to disclosure under the Public Records Act (Chapter 42.56 RCW). 
 
Funds are available on a reimbursement basis only and cannot be advanced. 
 
Tips: Successful past projects generally are ones in which the requested state funds:  

(1) Are a smaller portion of the total project funding (25% or less); 
(2) Provides project phasing options in the event a whole request will not be funded; 
(3) Are for a project that is ready to go and will be completed within the biennium. 

 
Direct grant program guidelines. 

I. Project Name and Sponsor 

Construct Priority Ocean City Drainage 

Improvement Pr (Ocean City) 
$416,944 

 
Sponsor(s):  Bernbaum, Rep. Adam 
   
 

II. Where is the project physically located? 
Address: State Route 109, Milepost 17.66 
  Ocean City , 98569    Grays Harbor 
District(s): 24, N/A 
Coordinates: 47.065791, -124.165648 
 

III. Project Contact 
Organization: 15 Grays Harbor County, Public Works Division on behalf of the North Beach Flood 

Control Zone District 

Contact: John  Becker , County Engineer 
Website: https://www.graysharbor.us/departments/public_services/public_works_division/index.php 
Phone: 360-964-1659 
E-mail: jbecker@graysharbor.us 

Address: 100 W Broadway, Suite 31 
 Montesano, 98563 

Backup: Troy Freeman, tfreeman@graysharbor,us 

 

https://deptofcommerce.app.box.com/s/pphuxqag0bj1jpmlthfyjykrfwz0gb5y
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IV. Organization Information 
Is this a joint project with another organization?  

No 

 
If yes, has a joint operating agreement been signed?  

 

 
If yes, list the partners for the project. 

 

 
Is the organization that will manage the funding different from the project contact organization 
or joint partner? 

No 

 
If it is different, please provide the name of the organization or fiscal agent that will manage the 
funding. 

 

 
Is the requesting organization or joint partner registered with the state as a non-profit 
organization? 

No 

 
If answered no, is the applicant a local government?  

Yes 

 

V. Project Information 
Project Narrative: 

The project is to construct a new, priority Ocean City drainage improvement project.  
Namely, a floodwater drainage, conveyance, and evacuation route westward from State 
Route 109 (SR 109) toward Connor Creek using county-owned right-of-way in the 
vicinity of SR 109 and Roosevelt Avenue.  The project has been identified as a priority 
project through a nearly 18-month process of collaborating with community 
stakeholders, WSDOT, WDFW, and others to develop and implement cost-efficient 
solutions to solve the chronic, debilitating, and ever-worsening flooding faced by Ocean 
City residents, businesses, and visitors.  1.  Activities -- The project will consist of:       a.  
Excavating a new ~300-foot drainage conveyance in county-owned right-of-way from SR 
109 and Roosevelt Avenue westward to Connor Creek.       b.  Installing corrugated 
drainage piping.       c.  Installing a sediment trap at head of pipe.       d.  Installing a check 
valve to guard against backflow from Connor Creek.       e.  Restoring the site for efficient 
long-term maintenance and operation.  2.  Objectives -- Principle objectives for the 
project include:       a.  Efficiently convey and evacuate excess floodwaters from the 
Connor Creek watershed away from SR 109 and local properties.       b.  Restore and 
configure post-construction site for efficient long-term maintenance and operation by 
Grays Harbor County on behalf of the North Beach Flood Control Zone District.  3.  
Outcomes -- Key outcomes to be achieved by effectively draining excess floodwaters 
away from SR 109 toward Connor Creek include:       a.  Travelling motorists (school 
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buses, commercial trucks, passenger vehicles, motorcyclists, etc.) will no longer 
experience dangerous flood conditions along and over SR 109.       b.  Ocean City 
property owners along SR 109 will no longer experience the adverse and costly effects 
of chronic, unconveyed, and worsening flooding.       c.  Emergency responders will 
experience a significant reduction in emergency response actions stemming from Ocean 
City flooding.       d.  The need to remedy poor drainage and conveyance north of the 
proposed project by way of an existing, shallow, and inferior drainage course connected 
to a WDFW-designated fish bearing stream substantially reduces.       e.  Property values 
and business and employment revenues will increase as flood risks decrease.             i.  
Home and property assessments will increase over time along with county property tax 
revenues.             ii.  Business revenues and county and state tax revenues will increase 
over time as businesses no longer need to close up or significantly curtail operations 
during October to May “flood season.”             iii.  Sales tax revenues will increase over 
time as visitors come, visit, and stay knowing flooding is no longer a reason not to visit.             
iv.  Employees will experience more stable employment knowing access to work via SR 
109 will not be interrupted by chronic flooding. 

 
Project Scope: 

The project scope broadly consists of:  1.  Design/Permitting -- Secure necessary permits 

and approvals, including: Grays Harbor County Shoreline permit; WA Department of 

Fish and Wildlife HPA permit; Local SEPA compliance; State Executive Order 21-02 

compliance; applicable ESA compliance; etc.  2.  Construction -- Construct project 

through: Site preparation; Excavation; Hauling/disposal; Installation of piping/check 

valve.  3.  Site Restoration/Mitigation -- Restore site to planned post-construction 

maintenance and operation condition and fulfill any post-construction mitigation 

requirements (e.g., dune restoration and plantings). 

 

VI. Project Schedule 
Will the entire project be completed after this funding request? 

Yes 

 
Describe the estimated cost and schedule for each remaining phase of the project. 

 

 
Describe what discrete phase of the project will be completed with the funding from this 
request.  

 

 
Estimated completion dates for each phase of the project. 
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VII. Budget Request by Project Type or Phase  
Land Acquisition $0 

Demolition and Site Preparation $20,000 

Predesign and Design $100,000 

Construction $200,000 

Other – Project Management at 15% ($48,000) and 

Contingency at 10% ($36,800) 
$84,800 

A mandatory Commerce administrative fee, for local 
community projects, of 3% (max of $50,000) is added to 

the total amount. Other programs may have a higher fee. 

$12,144 

Total Funding Requested $416,944 

 

VIII. Site Control 
Is the site owned or being purchased by the project contract? 

Yes 

 
If no, is the property being leased by the project contact for a term that will meet or exceed 10 
years? 

 

 
If no, please explain how the property will be secured for public use for at least 10 years, 
including the name of any other organizations that will maintain site control. 

 
 
Does the applicant understand and agree that any and all real property owned,  optioned for 
purchase, or under a lease, that is acquired, constructed, or otherwise improved upon using 
state funds as approved by the Legislature must be held and used for the purposes stated in this 
application for at least ten years from the date of the final payment made for the project is 
complete and becomes available for public use?   

Yes 

 

IX. Project Funding 
What type of project is this? 

Infrastructure (Water/Wastewater) 
 
 

 

 
Has the applicant applied for other grants or loans listed on the Competitive Capital Budget 
Grant and Loan Programs? 

No 

 
If yes, was your project funded? If so, how much? If not, why not? 
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If no, were you planning on applying for those funds? If not, why not? 
No.  Grays Harbor County on behalf of the North Beach Flood Control Zone District 

reviewed the Competitive Capital Budget Grant and Loan Programs link for “flood” and 

“stormwater” and did not find any applicable funding programs 

 
Please describe any and all grant programs you have applied for this project and their funding 
level.  If you haven't applied for other programs, why not? 

The following funding has been contributed to date to study and plan Ocean City 

drainage improvements, including this project:  1.  State -- WSDOT, $23,500, 4%.  2.  

Local -- Grays Harbor County economic development grants, $121,190, 22%.  3.  Private 

-- Ocean Shores Outdoor Recreation Club, $5,000, 1%.  4.  Community Volunteers -- 

Average 15-20 hours a month since September 2023. 
 
What amount and what percentage of funding has the applicant secured for the project to date? 
Please list each amount by local, federal, state or private funding source or program.  

No additional funding has been secured for this project.  Remaining funding needed for 
the project is construction funding at $404,800, 73%. 

 
Besides the amount being requested, what amount of local, federal or other state funding does 
the applicant need to secure in the future in order to complete the project? Please list how the 
amount will be raised by local, federal, state or private funding source or program.  

No funds beyond this request will be required to complete the project. 

 
Please list all past efforts to obtain state funding through the member requested local 
community project form, including the legislative session and the amount of funding obtained. 

No past efforts.  This is a first-time request. 
 
Once completed, how will the project fund its ongoing maintenance and operation? 

Post-construction maintenance and operations will be provided by Grays Harbor County 
Public Works Division on behalf of the North Beach Flood Control Zone District. 

 

X. Project Benefits and Challenges 
How will the requested phase of the project benefit the public? 

The main public benefit to be gained from the project is improved drainage, 
conveyance, and evacuation of excess floodwaters.  This brings additional public 
benefits, including:  1.  Safer Travel to Support a Regional and Growing Economy -- SR 
109 is a significant and growing transportation corridor for North Beach motorists 
(school buses, commercial trucks, passenger vehicles, motorcyclists, etc.), averaging 4% 
annual daily growth since 2020.  This trend is expected to continue as the North Beach 
region continues to grow with visitors, vacationers, second homeowners, etc.  A flood 
free SR 109 is essential to meeting the safety, reliability, and economic needs of that 
growth.  2.  Increased Local and State Revenues -- Ridding Ocean City residents and 
businesses of chronic flooding will increase property values, business activity, and 
ultimately local and state revenues.  A flood free future will raise local property values 
and assessments 20% to 25% over time, especially when considering the depressed 
state of local property values now due to chronic flooding.  3.  Substantial and Certain 
Safety and Revenue Benefits -- The public safety and revenue benefits to be gained from 
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the project are substantial and certain.  In other words, for a relatively small cost, the 
public can be assured of safer and more reliable travel and increased business and 
property revenue starting as soon as 3/01/2026.   4.  Right Project For The Problem at 
Hand -- This project is the right project for the chronic flooding at hand.  This project is 
the product of a collaborative, community engaged process of study, planning, and 
deliberation.  Accordingly, the public can be assured of success with this project and 
with the accrual of public benefits as described. 

 
 
Are there any existing or anticipated community concerns about this project that would prevent 
it from moving forward? 

No. 

 

 

XI. Acknowledgements - The undersigned acknowledges and agrees to 
the following: 
If the project is funded, Commerce will require the project contact to meet contractual 
requirements.  More information can be found here:  
https://www.commerce.wa.gov/building-infrastructure/capital-facilities/resource-toolkit/  
 

• Except for pre-construction activities or purchases of real property that does not lead to 

construction or renovation, the grantee must have site control of the project before the 

contracting process can begin. 

• Except for design only requests, the grantee must secure all non-state funds needed to 

complete the project before receiving the state reimbursement.  

• The grantee and their contractors must pay applicable state prevailing wages as of the date the 

2023-25 Capital Budget is approved and executed.  

• The project must be built to at least the LEED Silver Standard or receive an exemption.  

• Commerce reserves the right to securitize all capital contracts. All awards over $250,000 will 

automatically be securitized.  

• The grantee must complete the process outlined in Executive Order 21-02 before the 

contracting process can begin. This includes both Tribal and DAHP Consultation.  

• The grantees must provide insurance to cover the project.  

• This is a reimbursement grant and funds may not be advanced under any circumstances. For 

more info, please see the CCF Toolkit. 

• If the project is awarded in the capital budget, the project must meet programmatic 

requirements in order to contract and receive funds. 

https://www.commerce.wa.gov/building-infrastructure/capital-facilities/resource-toolkit/
https://www.commerce.wa.gov/building-infrastructure/capital-facilities/resource-toolkit/
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