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Driveway access connection culverts
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A failing culvert clogged with dirt and debris.

A culvert maintains water flow from a natural channel or drainage ditch. A culvert should convey flow without 
causing damage. 

Keep culverts clear
Like state highways, access connection culverts need regular maintenance. A clogged culvert can lead to water 
over the road and other hazards that impact the state highway. 
Culverts should be clear from debris and vegetation. Broken or worn culverts should be repaired or replaced.
Culverts under private roads and driveways are the responsibility of the property owners. 

Some work may require a permit
Culvert replacement or new construction near the state highway requires a permit. Contact your local 
WSDOT Maintenance Office for a permit application.
WAC 468.51.080, RCW 47.32.150, RCW 47.32.160, RCW 47.32.170. 
Driveways along state highways in incorporated cities or towns may have different requirements.

An unclogged culvert with water flowing through it.


