
Good Morning 
 
I am Gary Clarke, President of the Board at Ocean Shores Outdoor Recreation 
Club. I have been a member of the Club and coming to the Club for over 40 years.  
 
Thinking about the economic impact, Ocean Shores Outdoor Recreation Club has 
356 members. We have 365 lots but some people own 2 or 3 lots. On any given 
weekend we have 75 to 100 or so people in the park. Our members have chosen 
to spend a great portion of their recreation dollars in Grays Harbor. On a typical 
weekend our members probably spend $100 - $400 in the county on restaurants, 
groceries, fuel, the casino, and recreation. If you took a conservative guess and 
said 50 people didn’t come down for 10 weeks due to flooding and they would 
have spent $200.00 the economic loss to county businesses is $100,000.00 for 
just a 10-week period. I think these numbers are very conservative as the 
potential impact period of November to March keeps people away longer than 10 
weeks and many spend way more than $200.00 during a weekend or 3-day visit. 
During clam season which typically corresponds with flooding the impact 
potentially is even greater. 
 
In addition, we probably have 5 or more members who have their trailers 
destroyed by flood waters each year. At an average value of $20,000.00 each this 
is another $100,000. Yes, you can say these members should have taken steps to 
prevent their losses but life happens and they didn’t get things done before the 
flood waters hit.  
 
Over the past 40 years we have lost a number of businesses along State Route 
109. I can only imagine the economic impact that the flooding has on all the 
businesses in Ocean City/Copalis Beach area. All the RV parks, stores, and places 
like the Green Lantern have experienced tremendous lost revenue due to the 
flooding issues. It is said if you build it they will come. The problem is if you can 
get there you can come and then you go and spend your money some place you 
can get to.  
 
This doesn’t even consider the impact on safety and first responders. It is a big 
problem both from and economic standpoint but also public safety. Thank you for 
your time today.  
 


