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Dear District 24 Legislators (Rep. Adam Bernbaum, Rep. Steve Tharinger, Sen. Mike Chapman):

We the undersigned are writing in appreciation of Grays Harbor County’s leadership in helping us
address the severe flooding we experience from Connor Creek. For many years we’ve had to live with
regular, damaging flooding that affects our properties, our businesses, and risks our lives. It has only
been since Grays Harbor County has stepped in that we’ve begun to see progress.

Grays Harbor County has addressed the beaver dams that make our flood problems worse. Grays
Harbor County has worked with WSDOT to install flood warning signs on SR109. Grays Harbor County
has installed a rain and stream gage to help us better understand and predict when flooding will occur.
Grays Harbor County has also formed a Flood Control Zone District to better plan for how to address
flooding from Ocean City to Moclips. Grays Harbor County has also worked with us to ensure we are all
involved in the solution, and created an environment where we can contribute and participate.

We encourage you to support and fund Grays Harbor County’s request for $417,000 to construct
an Ocean City drainage improvement project from Roosevelt Avenue and SR109 to Connor Creek. This
project would be on county right-of-way, would make a huge difference by being able to drain flood
waters directly from their lowest point on SR109 to Connor Creek, is totally feasible, and is not expensive
when you consider we’ve never asked for any funding from the State and the lasting “bang-for-the-buck”
benefit from this project is tremendous. Grays Harbor County submitted the “Construct Priority Ocean
City Drainage Improvement Project” because they can’t continue to do it all alone.

Thank you to Grays Harbor County for what they’ve done. We hope you as our state legislators can
find a way to help too. It would mean a world of difference for us -- our lives, our livelihoods, our
properties, and our future.

Thank you. Please feel free to contact any of us.

CC: Grays Harbor County Commissioners
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