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V. Project Information

Project Narrative:

The project is to construct a new, priority Ocean City drainage improvement project. Namely, a floodwater drainage,
conveyance, and evacuation route westward from State Route 109 (SR 109) toward Connor Creek using county-owned
right-of-way in the vicinity of SR 109 and Roosevelt Avenue.

The project has been identified as a priority project through a nearly 18-month process of collaborating with
community stakeholders, WSDOT, WDFW, and others to develop and implement cost-efficient solutions to solve the
chronic, debilitating, and ever-worsening flooding faced by Ocean City residents, businesses, and visitors.

1. Activities -- The project will consist of: a. Excavating a new ~300-foot drainage conveyance in county-owned right-
of-way from SR 109 and Roosevelt Avenue westward to Connor Creek. b. Installing corrugated drainage piping. c.
Installing a sediment trap at head of pipe. d. Installing a check valve to guard against backflow from Connor Creek. e.
Restoring the site for efficient long-term maintenance and operation.

2. Objectives -- Principle objectives for the project include:

a. Efficiently convey and evacuate excess floodwaters from the Connor Creek watershed away from SR 109 and
local properties.

b. Restore and configure post-construction site for efficient long-term maintenance and operation by Grays
Harbor County on behalf of the North Beach Flood Control Zone District.

3. Outcomes -- Key outcomes to be achieved by effectively draining excess floodwaters away from SR 109 toward
Connor Creek include:

a. Travelling motorists (school buses, commercial trucks, passenger vehicles, motorcyclists, etc.) will no longer
experience dangerous flood conditions along and over SR 109.

b. Ocean City property owners along SR 109 will no longer experience the adverse and costly effects of chronic,
unconveyed, and worsening flooding.

c. Emergency responders will experience a significant reduction in emergency response actions stemming from
Ocean City flooding.

d. The need to remedy poor drainage and conveyance north of the proposed project by way of an existing,
shallow, and inferior drainage course connected to a WDFW-designated fish bearing stream substantially reduces.

e. Property values and business and employment revenues will increase as flood risks decrease.

i. Home and property assessments will increase over time along with county property tax revenues.
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ii. Business revenues and county and state tax revenues will increase over time as businesses no longer need to
close up or significantly curtail operations during October to May “flood season.”

iii. Sales tax revenues will increase over time as visitors come, visit, and stay knowing flooding is no longer a
reason not to visit.

iv. Employees will experience more stable employment knowing access to work via SR 109 will not be
interrupted by chronic flooding.

Project Scope:

The project scope broadly consists of:

1. Design/Permitting -- Secure necessary permits and approvals, including: Grays Harbor County Shoreline permit;
WA Department of Fish and Wildlife HPA permit; Local SEPA compliance; State Executive Order 21-02 compliance;

applicable ESA compliance; etc.

2. Construction -- Construct project through: Site preparation; Excavation; Hauling/disposal; Installation of
piping/check valve.

3. Site Restoration/Mitigation -- Restore site to planned post-construction maintenance and operation condition and
fulfill any post-construction mitigation requirements (e.g., dune restoration and plantings).

Please describe any and all grant programs you have applied for this project and their funding level. If you haven't
applied for other programs, why not?

The following funding has been contributed to date to study and plan Ocean City drainage improvements, including
this project:

1. State -- WSDOT, $23,500, 4%.
2. Local -- Grays Harbor County economic development grants, $121,190, 22%.
3. Private -- Ocean Shores Outdoor Recreation Club, $5,000, 1%.

4. Community Volunteers -- Average 15-20 hours a month since September 2023.

X. Project Benefits and Challenges
How will the requested phase of the project benefit the public?

The main public benefit to be gained from the project is improved drainage, conveyance, and evacuation of excess
floodwaters. This brings additional public benefits, including:

1. Safer Travel to Support a Regional and Growing Economy -- SR 109 is a significant and growing transportation
corridor for North Beach motorists (school buses, commercial trucks, passenger vehicles, motorcyclists, etc.),
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averaging 4% annual daily growth since 2020. This trend is expected to continue as the North Beach region continues
to grow with visitors, vacationers, second homeowners, etc. A flood free SR 109 is essential to meeting the safety,
reliability, and economic needs of that growth.

2. Increased Local and State Revenues -- Ridding Ocean City residents and businesses of chronic flooding will increase
property values, business activity, and ultimately local and state revenues. A flood free future will raise local property
values and assessments 20% to 25% over time, especially when considering the depressed state of local property
values now due to chronic flooding.

3. Substantial and Certain Safety and Revenue Benefits -- The public safety and revenue benefits to be gained from
the project are substantial and certain. In other words, for a relatively small cost, the public can be assured of safer
and more reliable travel and increased business and property revenue starting as soon as 3/01/2026.

4. Right Project For The Problem at Hand -- This project is the right project for the chronic flooding at hand. This
project is the product of a collaborative, community engaged process of study, planning, and deliberation. Accordingly,
the public can be assured of success with this project and with the accrual of public benefits as described.

Picture 1 — Looking west showing proposed drainage route from SR 109 through county right-of-way to Connor Creek.

Google Earth, July 2024 — SR 109 is in foreground. Connor Creek is in background (between dune and trees).
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Picture 2 — Looking south showing chronic, repetative flooding at SR 109 low spot (SR 109 and Roosevelt Avenue).

1/03/2021 12/27/2022

12/05/2023 12/18/2024

Fire District 7, 2021-23; Stan Sturgeon, 2024 — Unconveyed and unevacuated flood waters: (1) Limit the ability for the
Connor Creek watershed to drain out; and (2) Adversely affect motorists and adjacent property owners.
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