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Chapter 365-196 WAC 

GROWTH MANAGEMENT ACT—PROCEDURAL CRITERIA FOR 

ADOPTING COMPREHENSIVE PLANS AND DEVELOPMENT REGULATIONS 

Last Update: 3/29/23 

Draft Copy for Informal Public Review: March 2024 

PART SIX: REVIEWING, AMENDING, AND UPDATING COMPREHENSIVE PLANS AND 

DEVELOPMENT REGULATIONS 

WAC 365-196-600 Public participation.  

(l) Requirements. 

(a) Each county and city planning under the act must establish 

procedures for early and continuous public participation in the 

development and amendment of comprehensive plans and development 

regulations. The procedures are not required to be reestablished for 

each set of amendments. 

(b) The procedures must provide for broad dissemination of 

proposals and alternatives, opportunity for written comments, public 

meetings after effective notice, provision for open discussion, 

communication programs, information services, and consideration of 

and response to public comments. 

(c) Errors in exact compliance with the established procedures 

do not render the comprehensive plan or development regulations 

invalid if the spirit of the procedures is observed. 
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(2) Record of process. 

(a) Whenever a provision of the comprehensive plan or 

development regulation is based on factual data, a clear reference to 

its source should be made part of the adoption record. 

(b) The record should show how the public participation 

requirement was met. 

(c) All public hearings should be recorded. 

(3) Recommendations for meeting public participation requirements. 

These recommendations are a list of suggestions for meeting the public 

participation requirement. 

(a) Designing the public participation program. 

(i) Implementation of the act requires a series of 

interrelated steps, including: Development of the initial 

comprehensive plan, evaluating amendments as part of the docket 

cycle, conducting the periodic update and reviewing the urban 

growth boundaries, amending development regulations, and 

conducting subarea planning. Each of these has different levels 

of significance and different procedural requirements. 

(ii) Counties and cities are not required to establish 

individual public participation programs for each individual 

amendment. Counties and cities may wish to consider establishing 

a public program for annual amendments, and establishing 

separate or updated programs for major periodic updates. When 

developing a public participation plan for a project not covered 
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by the existing public participation plan, a county or city 

should develop a public participation plan tailored to the type 

of action under consideration. This public participation plan 

should be focused on the type of public involvement appropriate 

for that type of action. 

(iii) The public participation plan should identify which 

procedural requirements apply for the type of action under 

consideration and how the county or city intends to meet those 

requirements. 

(iv) To avoid duplication of effort, counties and cities 

should integrate public involvement required by the State 

Environmental Policy Act, chapter 43.21C RCW, and rules adopted 

thereunder, into the overall public participation plan. 

(v) Where a proposed amendment involves shorelines of the 

state, a county or city should integrate the public 

participation requirements of the Shoreline Management Act, 

chapter 90.58 RCW, into its public participation plan, as 

appropriate. 

(vi) The public participation program should include 

outreach and early coordination with state and tribal agencies 

with subject matter expertise. Coordination with state agencies 

and tribes is recommended as draft policies and regulations are 

being developed. 
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(vii) Once established, the public participation plan must 

be broadly disseminated. 

(b) Visioning. When developing a new comprehensive plan or a 

significant update to an existing comprehensive plan, counties and 

cities should consider using a visioning process. The public should 

be involved, because the purpose of a visioning process is to gain 

public input on the desired features of the community. The 

comprehensive plan can then be designed to achieve these features. 

(c) Planning commission. The public participation program should 

clearly describe the role of the planning commission, ensuring 

consistency with requirements of chapter 36.70, 35.63, or 35A.63 RCW. 

(4) Each county or city should try to involve a broad cross-section 

of the community, so groups not previously involved in planning become 

involved. Counties and cities should implement innovative techniques that 

support meaningful and inclusive engagement for people of color and low-

income people. Counties and cities should consider potential barriers to 

participation that may arise due to race, color, ethnicity, religion, age, 

disability, income, or education level. Counties and cities should also 

engage those who may have been impacted by racially disparate impacts, 

displacement, or exclusion to  help identify policies and regulations that 

contributed to or resulted in these impacts, and identify policies and 

regulations to address and begin to undo those impacts as required in RCW 

36.70A.070(2)(e) and (f).  
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(5) Counties and cities should take a broad view of public 

participation. The act contains no requirements or qualifications that an 

individual must meet in order to participate in the public process. If an 

individual or organization chooses to participate, it is an interested 

party for purposes of public participation. 

(6) Providing adequate notice. 

(a) Counties and cities are encouraged to consider a variety of 

opportunities to adequately communicate with the public. These 

methods of notification may include, but are not limited to, 

traditional forms of mailed notices, published announcements, 

electronic mail, and internet websites to distribute informational 

brochures, meeting times, project timelines, and design and map 

proposals to provide an opportunity for the public to participate. 

(b) Counties and cities must provide effective notice. In order 

to be effective, notice must be designed to accomplish the following: 

(i) Notice must be timely, reasonably available and 

reasonably likely to reach interested persons. Notice of all 

events where public input is sought should be broadly 

disseminated at least one week in advance of any public hearing. 

Newspaper or online articles do not substitute for the 

requirement that jurisdictions publish the action taken. When 

appropriate, notices should announce the availability of 

relevant draft documents and how they may be obtained. 
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(ii) Broad dissemination means that a county or city has 

made the documents widely available and provided information on 

how to access the available documents and how to provide 

comments. Examples of methods of broad dissemination may 

include: 

(A) Posting electronic copies of draft documents on 

the county and city official website; 

(B) Providing copies to local libraries; 

(C) Providing copies as appropriate to other affected 

counties and cities, state and federal agencies; 

(D) Providing notice to local newspapers; and 

(E) Maintaining a list of individuals who have 

expressed an interest and providing them with notice when 

new materials are available. 

(iii) Certain proposals may also require particularized notice 

to specific individuals if required by statute or adopted local 

policy. 

(iv) The public notice must clearly specify the nature of the 

proposal under consideration and how the public may participate. 

Whenever public input is sought on proposals and alternatives, the 

relevant drafts should be available. The county or city must make 

available copies of the proposal that will be available prior to the 

public hearing so participants can comment appropriately. The notice 

should specify the range of alternatives considered or scope of 
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alternatives available for public comment in accordance with RCW 

36.70A.035 (2)(b)(i) and (ii). 

(7) Receiving public comment. 

(a) Public meetings on draft comprehensive plans. Once a 

comprehensive plan amendment or other proposal is completed in draft 

form, or as parts of it are drafted, the county or city may consider 

holding a series of public meetings or workshops at various locations 

throughout the jurisdiction to obtain public comments and 

suggestions. 

(b) Public hearings. When the final draft of the comprehensive 

plan is completed, at least one public hearing should be held prior 

to the presentation of the final draft to the county or city 

legislative authority adopting it. 

(c) Written comment. At each stage of the process when public 

input is sought, opportunity should be provided to make written 

comment. 

(d) Attendance for all meetings and hearings to which the public 

is invited should be free and open. At hearings all persons desiring 

to speak should be allowed to do so. A county or city may establish a 

reasonable time limitation on spoken presentations during meetings or 

public hearings, particularly if written comments are allowed. 

(8) Continuous public involvement. 

(a) Consideration of and response to public comments. All public 

comments should be reviewed. Adequate time should be provided between 
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the public hearing and the date of adoption for all or any part of 

the comprehensive plan to evaluate and respond to public comments. 

The county or city should provide a written summary of all public 

comments with a specific response and explanation for any subsequent 

action taken based on the public comments. This written summary 

should be included in the record of adoption for the plan. 

(b) Ending the opportunity for comment prior to deliberation. 

After the end of public comment, the local government legislative 

body may hold additional meetings to deliberate on the information 

obtained in the public hearing. 

(c) Additional meetings may be necessary if the public hearings 

provided the county or city with new evidence or information they 

wish to consider. If during deliberation, the county or city 

legislative body identifies new information for consideration after 

the record of adoption has been closed, then it must provide further 

opportunity for public comment so this information can be included in 

the record. 

(9) Considering changes to an amendment after the opportunity for 

public review has closed. 

(a) If the county or city legislative body considers a change to 

an amendment, and the opportunity for public review and comment has 

already closed, then the county or city must provide an opportunity 

for the public to review and comment on the proposed change before 

the legislative body takes action. 
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(b) The county or city may limit the opportunity for public 

comment to only the proposed change to the amendment. 

(c) Although counties and cities are required to provide an 

opportunity for public comment, alternatives to a scheduled public 

hearing may suffice. Adequate notice must be provided indicating how 

the public may obtain information and offer comments. 

(d) A county or city is not required to provide an additional 

opportunity for public comment under (a) of this subsection if one of 

the following exceptions applies (see RCW 36.70A.035 (2)(a)): 

(i) An environmental impact statement has been prepared 

under chapter 43.21C RCW, and the proposal falls within the 

range of alternatives considered in the environmental impact 

statement; 

(ii) The proposed change is within the range of 

alternatives available for public comment. When initiating the 

public participation process, a county or city should consider 

defining the range of alternatives under consideration; 

(iii) The proposed change only corrects typographical 

errors, corrects cross-references, makes address or name 

changes, or clarifies language of a proposed ordinance or 

resolution without changing its effect; 

(iv) The proposed change is to a resolution or ordinance 

making a capital budget decision as provided in RCW 36.70A.120; 

or 



 
 
 

Draft WAC Changes – 365-196-Part 6 – March 2024 – Page 10 
 

(v) The proposed change is to an ordinance or resolution 

enacting a moratorium or interim control adopted in compliance 

with RCW 36.70A.390. 

(e) If a county or city adopts an amendment without providing an 

additional opportunity for public comment as described under (a) of 

this subsection, the findings of the adopted ordinance or resolution 

should identify which exception under RCW 36.70A.035 (2)(b) applies. 

(10) Any amendment to the comprehensive plan or development 

regulation must follow the applicable procedural requirements and the 

county or city public participation plan. A county or city should not 

enter into an agreement that is a de facto amendment to the comprehensive 

plan accomplished without complying with the statutory public 

participation requirements. Examples of a de facto amendment include 

agreements that: 

(a) Obligate the county or city, or authorizes another party, to 

act in a manner that is inconsistent with the comprehensive plan; 

(b) Authorize an action the comprehensive plan prohibits; or 

(c) Obligate the county or city to adopt a subsequent amendment 

to the comprehensive plan. 

[Statutory Authority: RCW 36.70A.050 and 36.70A.190. WSR 23-08-037, § 365-

196-600, filed 3/29/23, effective 4/29/23; WSR 15-04-039, § 365-196-600, 

filed 1/27/15, effective 2/27/15; WSR 10-03-085, § 365-196-600, filed 

1/19/10, effective 2/19/10.] 
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WAC 365-196-610 Periodic review and update of comprehensive plans and 

development regulations.  

(1) Requirements. 

(a) Counties and cities must periodically take legislative 

action to review and, if needed, revise their comprehensive plans and 

development regulations to ensure the plan and regulations comply 

with the requirements of the act. This review and revision, required 

under RCW 36.70A.130(1), is referred to in this section as the 

periodic update. 

(b)(i) Deadlines for periodic update. Comprehensive plans 

and development regulations are subject to periodic update on a 

schedule established in RCW 36.70A.130(5). 

(ii) Certain smaller, slower-growing counties and cities 

may take up to an additional two years to complete the update. 

(A) The eligibility of a county for the two-year 

extension does not affect the eligibility of the cities 

within the county. 

(B) A county is eligible if it has a population of 

less than 50,000 and a growth rate of less than 17 percent. 

(C) A city is eligible if it has a population of less 

than 5,000, and either a growth rate of less than 17 

percent or a total population growth of less than 100 

persons. 
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(D) Growth rates are measured using the 10-year period 

preceding the due date listed in RCW 36.70A.130(5). 

(E) If a city or county or city qualifies for the 

extension on the statutory due date, they remain eligible 

for the entire extension period, even if they no longer 

meet the criteria due to population growth. 

(c) Taking legislative action. 

(i) The periodic update must be accomplished through 

legislative action. Legislative action means the adoption of a 

resolution or ordinance following notice and a public hearing 

including, at a minimum, a finding that a review and evaluation 

has occurred and identifying the revisions made, or that a 

revision was not needed and the reasons therefore. 

(ii) Legislative action includes two components. It 

includes a review of the comprehensive plan and development 

regulations and it includes the adoption of any amendments 

necessary to bring the comprehensive plan and development 

regulations into compliance with the requirements of the act. 

(d) What must be reviewed. 

(i) Counties and cities that plan under RCW 36.70A.040 must 

review and, if needed, revise their comprehensive plans and 

development regulations for compliance with the act. This 

includes the critical areas ordinance. 
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(ii) Counties and cities that do not plan under RCW 

36.70A.040 must review and, if needed, revise their resource 

lands designations and their development regulations designating 

and protecting critical areas. 

(iii) Counties participating in the voluntary stewardship 

program must review and, if needed, revise their development 

regulations not governed by the voluntary stewardship program, 

except as provided in RCW 36.70A.130(8). 

(e) The required scope of review. The purpose of the review is 

to determine if revisions are needed to bring the comprehensive plan 

and development regulation into compliance with the requirements of 

the act. The update process provides the method for bringing plans 

into compliance with the requirements of the act that have been added 

or changed since the last update and for responding to changes in 

land use and in population growth. This review is necessary so that 

comprehensive plans are not allowed to fall out of compliance with 

the act over time through inaction. This review must include at least 

the following: 

(i) Consideration of the critical areas ordinance, 

including a best available science review (see chapter 365-195 

WAC); 

(ii) Analysis of urban growth area review required by RCW 

36.70A.130(3) (see WAC 365-196-310); 
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(iii) Review of mineral resource lands designations and 

mineral resource lands development regulations adopted pursuant 

to RCW 36.70A.040 and 36.70A.060; and 

(iv) Changes to the act or other applicable laws since the 

last review that have not been addressed in the comprehensive 

plan and development regulations. 

(2) Recommendations for meeting requirements. 

(a) Public participation program. 

(i) Counties and cities should establish a public 

participation program that includes a schedule for the periodic 

update and identifies when legislative action on the review and 

update component are proposed to occur. The public participation 

program should also inform the public of when to comment on 

proposed changes to the comprehensive plan and clearly identify 

the scope of the review. Notice of the update process should be 

broadly disseminated as required by RCW 36.70A.035. 

(ii) Counties and cities may adjust the public 

participation program to best meet the intent of the 

requirement. RCW 36.70A.140 notes that errors in exact 

compliance with the established program and procedures shall not 

render the comprehensive land use plan or development 

regulations invalid if the spirit of the program and procedures 

is observed. For example, if an established public participation 

program included one public hearing on all actions having to do 
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with the periodic update process, the public participation 

program could be adjusted later to provide additional public 

hearings to accommodate strong public interest. 

(b) Review of relevant statutes and local information and 

analysis of whether there is a need for revisions. 

(i) Amendments to the act. Counties and cities should first 

review amendments to the act that have occurred since the 

initial adoption or previous periodic update, and determine if 

local amendments are needed to maintain compliance with the act. 

The department will maintain a comprehensive list of legislative 

amendments and a checklist to assist counties and cities with 

this review. 

(ii) Review and analysis of relevant plans, regulations and 

information. Although existing comprehensive plans and 

development regulations are considered compliant, counties and 

cities should consider reviewing development and other 

activities that have occurred since adoption to determine if the 

comprehensive plans and development regulations remain 

consistent with, and implement, the act. This should include at 

least the following: 

(A) Analysis of the population and housing needs 

allocated to a city or county or city during the most 

recent urban growth area review (see WAC 365-196-310); 
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(B)Analysis of patterns of development and densities 

permitted within urban growth areas (see WAC 365-196-310) 

(BC) Consideration of critical areas and resource 

lands ordinances. The department recommends evaluating the 

results of plan, regulation, and permit monitoring to 

determine if changes are needed to ensure efficient and 

effective implementation of critical areas ordinances (see 

WAC 365-195-920); 

(CD) Review of mineral resource lands designations and 

development regulations adopted pursuant to RCW 36.70A.040 

and 36.70A.060; 

(DE) Capital facilities plans. Changes in anticipated 

circumstances and needs should be addressed by updating the 

10-year transportation plan and six-year capital facilities 

elements. This includes a reassessment of the land use 

element if funding falls short; 

(EF) Land use element; 

(FG) Changes to comprehensive plans and development 

regulations in adjacent jurisdictions, special purpose 

districts, or state plans that create an inconsistency with 

the county or city's comprehensive plan or development 

regulations; 

(GH) Basic assumptions underlying key calculations and 

conclusions in the existing comprehensive plan. If recent 
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data demonstrates that key existing assumptions are no 

longer appropriate for the remainder of the 20-year plan, 

counties and cities should consider updating them as part 

of the periodic update (see WAC 365-196-310). Counties and 

cities required to establish a review and evaluation 

program under RCW 36.70A.215, should use that information 

in this review (see WAC 365-196-315); and 

(HI) Inventories. Counties and cities should review 

required inventories and to determine if new data or 

analysis is needed. Table 2 contains summary of the 

inventories required in the act. 

Table WAC 365-196-610.2 

Inventories Required by the Act 

Requirement RCW Location 

WAC 

Location 

Housing 

Inventory 

36.70A.070(2) 365-196-

430410 

Inventory and analyze existing housing 

stock and projected housing needs at 

each income level, identifying the 

number of housing units needed at each 

income level necessary to accommodate 

manage the local portion of the project 

growth countywide projection of housing 

need from Commerce. 

Capital 

Facilities 

36.70A.070(3) 365-196-

445415 

Inventory existing capital facilities 

owned by public entities, showing the 

locations and capacities of the capital 

facilities, and forecast future needs 
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Requirement RCW Location 

WAC 

Location 

and proposed locations and capacities 

of expanded or new facilities. 

Transportation 36.70A.070(6) 365-196-

455430 

An inventory of air, water and ground 

transportation facilities and services, 

including transit alignments and 

general aviation airport facilities, to 

define existing capital facilities and 

travel levels and a basis for future 

planning. This inventory must include 

state-owned transportation facilities 

within the city's or county's 

jurisdictional boundaries. 

 

(c) Take legislative action. 

(i) Any legislative action that completes a portion of the 

review and update process, either in whole or in part, must 

state in its findings that it is part of the update process. 

(ii) Any public hearings on legislative actions that are, 

either in whole or in part, legislative actions completing the 

update must state in the notice of hearing that the actions 

considered are part of the update process. 

(iii) At the end of the review and update process, counties 

and cities should take legislative action declaring the update 

process complete, either as a separate legislative action, or as 

a part of the final legislative action that occurs as part of 

the update process. This action should reference all prior 

legislative actions occurring as part of the update process. 
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(d) Submit notice of completion to the department. When adopted, 

counties and cities should transmit the notice of adoption to the 

department, consistent with RCW 36.70A.106. RCW 36.70A.130 requires 

compliance with the review and update requirement as a condition of 

eligibility for state grant and loan programs. The department tracks 

compliance with this requirement for agencies managing these grant 

and loan programs. Providing notice of completion to the department 

will help maintain access to these grant and loan programs. 

(3) Relationship to other review and amendment requirements in the 

act. 

(a) Relationship to the comprehensive plan amendment process. 

Counties and cities cities and counties may amend the comprehensive 

plan no more often than once per year, as required in RCW 

36.70A.130(2), and referred to as the docket. If a city or county or 

city conducts a comprehensive plan docket cycle in the year in which 

the review of the comprehensive plan is completed, it must be 

combined with the periodic review process. Counties and cities Cities 

and counties may not conduct the periodic review and a docket of 

amendments as separate processes in the same year. 

(b) Urban growth area (UGA) review. As part of the periodic 

review, counties and cities cities and counties must review the areas 

and densities contained in the urban growth area and, if needed, 

revise their comprehensive plan to accommodate the growth projected 
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to occur in the county for the succeeding 20-year period, as required 

in RCW 36.70A.130(3) (see WAC 365-196-310). 

[Statutory Authority: RCW 36.70A.050 and 36.70A.190. WSR 23-08-037, § 365-

196-610, filed 3/29/23, effective 4/29/23; WSR 17-20-100, § 365-196-610, 

filed 10/4/17, effective 11/4/17; WSR 15-04-039, § 365-196-610, filed 

1/27/15, effective 2/27/15; WSR 10-22-103, § 365-196-610, filed 11/2/10, 

effective 12/3/10; WSR 10-03-085, § 365-196-610, filed 1/19/10, effective 

2/19/10.] 

WAC 365-196-620 Integration of State Environmental Policy Act process with 

creation and adoption of comprehensive plans and development regulations – 

No changes proposed 

WAC 365-196-630 Submitting notice of intent to adopt to the state – No 

changes proposed 

WAC 365-196-640 Comprehensive plan amendment procedures.  

(1) Each county or city should provide for an ongoing process to 

ensure: 

(a) The comprehensive plan is internally consistent and 

consistent with the comprehensive plans of adjacent counties and 

cities. See WAC 365-196-500 and 365-196-510; and 

(b) The development regulations are consistent with and 

implement the comprehensive plan. 
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(2) Counties and cities should establish procedures governing the 

amendment of the comprehensive plan. The location of these procedures may 

be either in the comprehensive plan, or clearly referenced in the plan. 

(3) Amendments. 

(a) All proposed amendments to the comprehensive plan must be 

considered by the governing body concurrently and may not be 

considered more frequently than once every year, so that the 

cumulative effect of various proposals can be ascertained. If a 

county or city's final legislative action is taken in a subsequent 

calendar year, it may still be considered part of the prior year's 

docket so long as the consideration of the amendments occurred within 

the prior year's comprehensive plan amendment process. 

(b) Amendments may be considered more often under the following 

circumstances: 

(i) The initial adoption of a subarea plan. Subarea plans 

adopted under this subsection (3)(b)(i) must clarify, 

supplement, or implement jurisdiction-wide comprehensive plan 

policies, and may only be adopted if the cumulative impacts of 

the proposed plan are addressed by appropriate environmental 

review under chapter 43.21C RCW; 

(ii) The development of an initial subarea plan for 

economic development located outside of the one hundred-year 

flood plain in a county that has completed a state-funded pilot 
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project that is based on watershed characterization and local 

habitat assessment; 

(iii) The adoption or amendment of a shoreline master 

program under the procedures set forth in chapter 90.58 RCW; 

(iv) The amendment of the capital facilities element of a 

comprehensive plan that is part of the adoption or amendment of 

a county or city budget; 

(v) The adoption of comprehensive plan amendments necessary 

to enact a planned action under RCW 43.21C.031(2), provided that 

amendments are considered in agreement with the public 

participation program established by the county or city under 

RCW 36.70A.140, and all persons who have requested notice of a 

comprehensive plan update are given notice of the amendments and 

an opportunity to comment; 

(vi) To resolve an appeal of the comprehensive plan filed 

with the growth management hearings board; or 

(vii) In the case of an emergency. 

(4) Emergency amendments. Public notice and an opportunity for public 

comment must precede the adoption of emergency amendments to the 

comprehensive plan. Provisions in RCW 36.70A.390 apply only to moratoria 

or interim development regulations. They do not apply to comprehensive 

plans amendments. If a comprehensive plan amendment is necessary, counties 

and cities should adopt a moratoria or interim zoning control. The county 

or city should then consider the comprehensive plan amendment concurrently 
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with the consideration of permanent amendments and only after public 

notice and an opportunity for public comment. 

(5) Evaluating cumulative effects. RCW 36.70A.130 (2)(b) requires 

that all proposed amendments in any year be considered concurrently so the 

cumulative effect of the proposals can be ascertained. The amendment 

process should include an analysis of all proposed amendments evaluating 

their cumulative effect. This analysis should be prepared in conjunction 

with analyses required to comply with the State Environmental Policy Act 

under chapter 43.21C RCW. 

(6) Docketing of proposed amendments. 

(a) RCW 36.70A.470(2) requires that comprehensive plan amendment 

procedures allow interested persons, including applicants, citizens, 

hearing examiners, and staff of other agencies, to suggest amendments 

of comprehensive plans or development regulations. This process 

should include a means of docketing deficiencies in the comprehensive 

plan that arise during local project review. These suggestions must 

be docketed and considered at least annually. 

(b) A consideration of proposed amendments does not require a 

full analysis of every proposal within twelve months if resources are 

unavailable. 

(c) As part of this process, counties and cities should specify 

what information must be submitted and the submittal deadlines so 

that proposals can be evaluated concurrently. 
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(d) Once a proposed amendment is received, the county or city 

may determine if a proposal should receive further consideration as 

part of the comprehensive plan amendment process. 

(e) Some types of proposed amendments require a significant 

investment of time and expense on the part of both applicants and the 

county or city. A county or city may specify in its policies certain 

types of amendments that will not be carried forward into the 

amendment process on an annual basis. This provides potential 

applicants with advance notice of whether a proposed amendment will 

be carried forward and can help applicants avoid the expense of 

preparing an application. 

(7) Effective date of certain comprehensive plan amendments.  

(a) RCW 36.70A.067 requires that the initial effective date of 

an action that expands an urban growth area designated under RCW 

36.70A.110, removes the designation of agricultural, forest, or 

mineral resource lands designated under RCW 36.70A.170, creates or 

expands a limited area of more intense rural development designated 

under RCW 36.70A.070(5)(d), establishes a new fully contained 

community under RCW 36.70A.350, or creates or expands a master 

planned resort designated under RCW 36.70A.360, is after the latest 

of the following dates: 

(i)60 days after the date of publication of notice of 

adoption of the comprehensive plan, development regulation, or 
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amendment to the plan or regulation, implementing the action, as 

provided in RCW 36.70A.290(2); or 

(ii) If a petition for review to the growth management 

hearings board is timely filed, upon issuance of the board’s 

final order. 

[Statutory Authority: RCW 36.70A.050, 36.70A.190. WSR 10-22-103, § 365-

196-640, filed 11/2/10, effective 12/3/10; WSR 10-03-085, § 365-196-640, 

filed 1/19/10, effective 2/19/10.] 

WAC 365-196-650 Implementation strategy.  

Each county or city planning under the act should develop a strategy 

for implementing its comprehensive plan. The strategy should describe the 

regulatory and nonregulatory measures (including actions for acquiring and 

spending money) to be used to implement the comprehensive plan. The 

strategy should identify each of the development regulations needed. 

(1) Selection. In determining the specific regulations to be adopted, 

counties and cities may select from a wide variety of types of controls. 

The strategy should include consideration of: 

(a) The choice of substantive requirements, such as the 

delineation of use zones; general development limitations concerning 

lot size, setbacks, bulk, height, density; provisions for 

environmental protection; urban design guidelines and design review 

criteria; specific requirements for affordable housing, landscaping, 
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parking; levels of service, concurrency regulations and other 

measures relating to public facilities. 

(b) The means of applying the substantive requirements, such as 

methods of prior approval through permits, licenses, franchises, or 

contracts. 

(c) The processes to be used in applying the substantive 

requirements, such as permit application procedures, hearing 

procedures, approval deadlines, and appeals. 

(d) The methods of enforcement, such as inspections, reporting 

requirements, bonds, permit revocation, civil penalties, and 

abatement. 

(2) Identification. The strategy should include a list of all 

regulations identified as development regulations for implementing the 

comprehensive plan. Some of these regulations may already be in existence 

and consistent with the plan. Others may be in existence, but require 

amendment. Others will need to be written. The strategy should include the 

actions needed to achieve housing availability and affordability 

identified in the housing element. 

(3) Adoption schedule. The strategy should include a schedule for the 

adoption or amendment of the development regulations identified. 

Individual regulations or amendments may be adopted at different times. 

However, all of the regulations identified should be adopted by the 

applicable final deadline for adoption of development regulations. 
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(4) The implementation strategy for each jurisdiction should be in 

writing and available to the public. A copy should be provided to the 

department. Completion of adoption of all regulations identified in the 

strategy will be construed by the department as completion of the task of 

adopting development regulations for the purposes of deadlines under the 

statute. 

[Statutory Authority: RCW 36.70A.050 and 36.70A.190. WSR 10-03-085, § 365-

196-650, filed 1/19/10, effective 2/19/10.] 

WAC 365-196-660 Supplementing, amending, and monitoring – No changes 

proposed 

 


